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EDUCATE           INSPIRE           HONOR 

 By Col Fred Suevel 
Wing Leader 

 
Weight and Balance are 
very important numbers 
for all aircraft.  Planes are 
designed to lift only so 
much weight, and their 
balance point based on the 
center of mass allows the 
plane to fly in a normal 
position, not nose-high 
(causing the aircraft to stall 
and crash) or tail-high 
(pushing the nose into the 
ground). New regulations 
from the FAA to the CAF 
requires all military planes 
flying customers under the 

6802 regulations to have a 
weight and balance done 
every five years, and 309 
is due this year. 
 
On Sunday, March 10, we 
did this to our TBM with 
the help of West Star 
(providing the scales,) a 
former member of our 
wing, and West Star em-
ployee DeWayne Colombe 
(providing the expertise in 
using the scales). 
 
The TBM must be emptied 
of all gas. The oil must be 
filled to normal operation-
al level (around 29 gallons 
for us), and the hydraulic 
fluid tank must be full. 
Then, all equipment in the 
plane had to be removed. 
This is to do an “empty 
weight” for the aircraft. 
Finally, being a tailwheel 
plane, it must be weighed 
as if it were in flight. This 
means the tail must be 

raised to bring the plane 
into a level position, and 
the wings must be extend-
ed. 
 
Because of the size of our 
plane, the biggest single-
engine bomber of World 
War II, extending the 
wings and raising the tail 
requires a lot of space. 
This could be done outside 
of our hanger, but once the 
plane is in the proper 
weighing position, it is 
very susceptible to being 
moved around by the 
wind, changing the weight 
in each landing gear from 
moment to moment.  So, a 
big hanger was most desir-
able. 

Off to a big hangar… 
 

Continued in   

Bits & Pieces  Page 4 

Weight and Balance 
Important Airplane Stuff 

Photo by Col Hyrum Webb 
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 - WE’RE REady - Mark your Calendars 

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 
MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS 

MAR 23, 24 Glendale, AZ Luke Days Aero Expo   CANCELLED 

APR 5, 6 Laughlin / Bullhead, AZ Laughlin/Bullhead Airshow   CANCELLED 

MAY 17, 18 Peru, IL TBM Avenger Reunion   CONFIRMED 

JUN 2 Holomon AFB, NM Legacy of Liberty   CONFIRMED 

 15 Bloulder, CO 40’s Dance   CONFIRMED 

 29, 30 Hill AFB, UT Warriors Over Wasatch   CONFIRMED 

AUG 17, 18 Colorado Springs, CO Pikes Peak Reg. Air Show  ? ON HOLD 

 24 Sheridan, WY Pending information   PENDING 

 24, 25 Offutt AFB, NE Defenders of Freedom   PENDING 

SEPT 13, 14 Cheyenne, WY Wild West Airshow   PENDING 

 14, 15 Montrose, CO Salute to Aviation   CONFIRMED 

 28 Spanish Fork, UT Wings & Wheels   CONFIRMED 

OCT 12, 13 El Paso, TX Amigo Airshow   PENDING 

       

Dallas Executive Air-
port, CAF Headquar-
ters (HQ.)   At least 
200 CAF wing mem-
bers were in attend-
ance, and only a few 

Luke AFB ran out of 
money - or so they 
say.  Anyway, a 
traditional appear-
ance gone aside.  
Luke was always a 
big revenue genera-
tor for us - but we’ll 
make up for it! 
 
Planning is in place 
to attend the TBM 
Avenger Reunion in 
Peru, Ill.  It will feel 
good going back 
after missing sever-
al years.   
 
It is always nice to 
meet old friends.  
Then three more 
shows confirmed. 
 
The plan is Coming 
Together!  
 
 Are you ready? 

wings did not have a 
representative.  
 
The HQ entrance expe-
rience:  you walk into a 
large hangar with a 
B24 and B29 inside; 
those two take up only 
about ¼ of the availa-
ble floor space.  It's 
huge, with classrooms 
on each end.  Several 
other hangars have var-
ious aircraft under res-
toration, and an office 
building with confer-
ence rooms.   There 
was a shuttle to and 
from the main hotel a 
few miles way.   
 

Thursday night, there 
was a reception with 
drinks and nice food; I 
met several people, 
including Luc Zipkin, 
19 years old, who has 
started up the newest 
wing in the CAF, Hud-
son Valley, NY.  There 
is no history of CAF in 
the NY area, and he 
got 30 people to put up 
$250 each.  They will 
get the use of a CAF 
PT-22 to sell rides and 
set off on their CAF 
journey.  I enjoyed 
meeting other wing 
members, especially 
those with a TBM.     
 
(Continued on Page 6) 

By Col Donelson Lawry 
RMW XO 

 

In late February, yours 
truly represented the 
RMW at the 2024 CAF 
Conference held at 

Our XO went to DALLAS! 

FIFI hides in a corner 
of this massive hangar 

Photo by Col D. Lawry 
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Primary Business Address 
PO Box 4125 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 
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Col Tom Howe 

Phone: 970-261-0727 
e-mail:  

RMW.Education@gmail.com 

RMWCAF on the Web 
www.rmwcaf.org 

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.  

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photo of the Month 

Wing Leader’s Report 

By Wing Leader  

Col Fred Suevel 

 

March has been a quite 

month for us the past several 

years and this year, without 

an airshow to go to, fol-

lowed suit.  At the March 

meeting, we planned on fly-

ing a few customers in the 

Cub.  Everything started just 

fine, with Andy, Jim, and 

Fred arriving early to prep 

the plane, get the coffee 

started, and get the paper-

work ready.  Unfortunately, 

while Andy was preparing to 

fly with the first customer, 

he found the drop on one of 

the magnetos far out of the 

standard.  Even after playing 

with the mixture and throt-

tle, it still would not change. 

So, all flights that Saturday 

were cancelled. It is now 

being looked into by Bob, 

Jim and “G”. 

 

The day after our meeting, 

we did a weight and balance 

on the TBM, which is a new 

every five-year requirement 

by the FAA. The full story is 

in this issue of Propwash. 

Needless to say, we passed 

and don’t have to 

do this for another 

five years. 

 

We lost another 

airshow. Laughlin 

Airport in Bullhead 

City, AZ, informed 

us of their regret in 

canceling our at-

tendance due to a 

lack of funds. That 

makes two air-

shows crying 

poormouth. Our next air-

show will be the TBM 

Avenger Reunion in Peru, 

IL, on May 17-18. Check 

out their website for some 

great pictures (https://

tbmreunion.org). 

 

Seeing an old member, Col 

Mark Meiners, return to our 

March meeting was nice.  

Mark was very busy last 

year and couldn’t make any 

time to help with the mainte-

nance of our planes. He’s 

promised to be here this 

year.  His daughter, Jordan, 

is one of our Cadets.  Anoth-

er new member, Bill Sharer, 

has been attending our meet-

ings and wants to be more 

involved.  Please make sure 

if you see any of these mem-

bers at our next meetings to 

introduce yourself. 

 

We’ve set Saturday, May 11, 

as the date for our open 

house. We expect all of our 

members to be present to 

help with the crowds from 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We also 

hope to fly both of our 

planes that weekend. 

April 2024 

OOOPS!  Not big enough.  Can’t unfold the wings.  But as this quite 
artistic photo shows, the sun was shining down on this operation.  Suc-
cess was just one hangar away.                   Photo by Col Donelson Lawry 
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WWII Quiz                        Answers on Page 5 

    
Code Names 
 

What was Eisenhower’s Circus Wagon? 
 

The War on Land 
 

What was the first U.S. offensive in the Pacific against 
Japanese ground troops that resulted in a U.S. victory? 

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford 

Mechanical  
Bits & Pieces 

(continued from Page 1) 
 
West Star told us upfront 
that their hangers were not 
available for this because 
they were all full with their 
customers' planes. De-
Wayne came up with anoth-
er one right away and told 
us so. This hanger is just a 
couple of rows east of us, 
just off taxiway C1A. This 
hanger, owned by Steve 
Menzies, was his place for 
his planes, which he’d 
pulled out to make room for 
us. Unfortunately, our plane 
was bigger than he ex-
pected and was not going to 
work.  (ed. Note:  See Pho-
to of the month, page 3.) 
 
While we looked at other 
ways of getting our plane 
into his hanger, he called 
his friend, Erling Bra-
baek, about the possibility 
of using his bigger hang-
er.  Erling arrived and, 
after viewing our big 
plane, said he believed 
once he moved his Lear 
Jet out of the hanger, we 
would probably fit. Sure 
enough, our TBM easily 
fits. 
 
After moving the TBM into 
this new hanger, we placed 

the two main scales in front 
of the main landing gear.   

 
The tail gear’s scale was 
placed on a pallet, on which 

the tail wheel would be 
placed and then raised us-

ing our forklift to the lev-
el position.  Once the 
scales were calibrated to 
zero weight, the 
plane was towed 
onto the two main 
scales.  Then, 
using a hand jack, 
we raised the tail 
to slip the pallet 
and tail wheel 
scale under the 
tail wheel.  The 
forklift raised the 
pallet once the 

tail wheel was on 
the scale.  Inside 
the bomb bay is 
where levels were 
monitored by our 
member, Mark Meiner.  
Once “level,” the weights 
on all three landing gear 
were recorded.  (see page 
1.) 
 
When all three weights 
were recorded, the plane 
was lowered, moved off the 
scales which were placed 
back into their storage box, 
the wings were folded back, 

and the TBM moved back 
into our hanger. Minus all 
the moving around the air-
port, the actual weighing of 
the plane took just a few 
minutes. 
 
The weight numbers were 
given to Bill Marvel, who 
plugged them into his fancy 
Excel sheet.  Lo and be-
hold, our center of gravity 
is perfectly within the limits 
provided in the pilot’s oper-
ating handbook.  In the 
Spring of 2029, we get to 
do this all over again. 
 
As always, West Star de-
serves our most heartfelt 
thanks.  They continue to 
be a great benefactor to our 
Wing.   
 

The next time you meet 
Scott Sweeney, the General 
Manager of West Star Avi-
ation in Grand Junction, or 
DeWayne Colombe, Quali-
ty Insurance Inspector of 
West Star Aviation in 
Grand Junction, make sure 
to grab their hand and say 
thank you. 

 
 

April 2024 

Whew!  A Hangar big enough - Thanks Neighbor! 
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   WWII Quiz                (see page 4)                                                

Answers  

 

Historic Dates 
 
April 16, 1945, because few targets 
essential to the German war machine 
still existed. 
 
The War on Land 
 
Guadalcanal, which was also Japan’s 
first defeat. 

Next RMW meeting 

4/13/24 

RMW Museum 

Feb Ex Staff Meeting Bullets 
Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting notes. 

Wing Leader:  Luke AFB and 
Laughlin AFB shows were can-
celled due to lack of money on 
their part. 
 
1st airshow for us is now in May 
at the TBM reunion in Peru, IL. 
RMW Open house is scheduled 
for May 11, our normal meeting 
date, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We 
Hope to have pilots here for both 
planes to fly customers. 
 
Donelson attended the annual 
CAF meeting in Dallas, TX. 
Met with many members of oth-
er wings. Tomorrow, Sunday, 
we’ll do the weight and balance 
for the TBM, now required by 
both the FAA and CAF-HQ eve-
ry five years. This is for all 
CAF aircraft on the 6802-
program  
 

Operations Officer:  Barry Han-
cock expected to be our TBM 
pilot to Peru, IL for the TBM 
reunion. Bob will contact pilots 
to see if one can come here for 
open house. 
 
Would like to fly our TBM to 
put more hours on the new en-
gine before the long flight to 
Peru. Shirts and model aircraft 
purchased and ready for PX 
sales. 
 

Maintenance Officer:  Work on 

the very small leak on the oil 

tank will be done next winter. 

All moving parts on the TBM 

have been lubricated. 

 
The tail gear down light switch 
has been replaced. 
Weight and Balance to be 
done tomorrow. Anyone inter-
ested in helping and watching 
please be here by 10 a.m. 
 
 Safety Officer:  Hard Hats ar-
rived and are now in use. 
 
All fire extinguishers have been 
inspected and up to date. 
 
Education Officer:  Col. Sarah 
“Smash” Tobin, USAF Retired, 
has not responded to Tom’s 
questions so it’s now too late to 
get the local schools to attend. 
Her talk with the students is now 
probably cancelled.  
 
Tom has been contacted by an-
other home school group. He 
Will set up date and time to tour 
our museum and planes. Help 
needed. 
  
Development Officer:  All local 
contacts have gotten very tight 
with money.  Continuing to 
work them. 

Member & Board Meeting Mar 9, 2024 

April 2024 
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Our XO went 
to DALLAS! 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Hank Coates, CAF leader, 
opened with highlights 
from 2023 and remarks 
regarding growth and out-
look going into 2024.  One 
of his focus areas is getting 
4 to 6-year-olds interested 
in aviation.  Early years 
really sets the hook, and 
Hank emphasized this often 
throughout the event.  Re-
search the program “A is 
for Aerospace” to see how 
the CAF education group 
works with youngsters to 
Educate and Inspire.   
Some figures for CAF and 
news:  

• Endowment of CAF 
~$20M 

• AC47 “Spooky” going 
to the Gulf Coast wing 
in 2024 

• 12 Planes of Christmas 
raised $623K, up from 
last year - 2022 was 
$440K 

There are many sessions at 
the conference, this is 

April 2024 

 Maintenance gang:  Read 
66-1. The Traxxall tool 
is rolling out for 
maintenance and parts 
tracking.   
 

Members - check out 
https://
www.cafmembers.org/  

 
The new leaders:  This 

group talked about 
sharing ideas in these 
roles via a chat room or 
something.  HQ work-
ing on something 
there.  Backfill your 
roles and keep it fun so 
no one burns out trying 
to do it all.  Train your 
replacement.   

  
All the conference proceed-
ings and slide presentations 
are available on the CAF 
website.  These should be 
looked at by all interested  

where we could use three 
wing members to cover 
multiple sessions.  In the  
Social Media Session, Kev-
in McNulty delivered high-
lights, including statistics:  
 
4.8 billion people in the 

world use social media. 
A large percentage are 
women and moms.  
 

CAF RMW Gear drop vid-
eo, 3 sec, was the Most 
Watched Facebook 
Video of the CAF at 
1.2M views! 
 

The top 6 Facebook posts 
were discussed, with 
contenders such as 
Tuskegee airmen story, 
engine starts and oth-
ers.   
 

RMW will do more of this 
— a great place for our 
cadets to be more in-
volved. 
   

Instagram, Twitter (no one 
calls it X), and 
LinkedIn are areas to 
explore opportunities 
for more visibility and 
connection.  

 
https://

www.commemorativeairfor
ce.org/pages/

cafconference2024 
 

The last evening of the 
Conference was a Gala, 
which was dressy if you 
like.  Our own TBM pi-
lot, Bill Shephard, was in a 
tux, and this was where the 
CAF Hall of Fame induc-
tees were recognized.   This 
was a fantastic event where 
volunteers who spent a life-
time working at CAF were 
recoognized.   Three were 
induced this year, and it 
was amazing to hear their 
stories and those who were 
impacted by them.  These 
CAF heroes have lived well 
and impacted lives in a pos-
itive way.    It was memora-
ble and special. 
  B-24 Diamond Lil appears content in her hangar corner hang-

ing out with our XO, Col Donelson Lawry 

Two Gala RMW Colonels. XO Col Donelson Lawry and 
TBM Pilot Col Bill Shepard.  Col Shepard cleans up 
pretty nice outside his flight suit. 

https://www.cafmembers.org/
https://www.cafmembers.org/
https://www.commemorativeairforce.org/pages/cafconference2024
https://www.commemorativeairforce.org/pages/cafconference2024
https://www.commemorativeairforce.org/pages/cafconference2024
https://www.commemorativeairforce.org/pages/cafconference2024
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RMW PX Apprentice 
Contact: 

Col Georgia Thompson 

Help Wanted 

Reception? 
          Meeting? 

           Reunion? 
Demonstration? 
         Gathering? 
 
Need a meeting place 
with room for 10 up to 
40+? 
 
Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?) 
 
Would a private kitchen 
be handy? 
 
Need it to be secure?  
(or not)! 
 
Lots of Private Parking! 
  
Why not meet in a Mu-
seum?  A unique Muse-
um at that!  Why not 
meet in a Museum - 
totally private - sur-
rounded by aviation and 
WWII memorabilia? 
 
The RMWCAF Museum 
at the Grand Junction 
Airport is for rent for 
your gathering.  Contact 
Wing Leader Colonel 
Fred Suevel 
<RMW.leader@gmail.com> 
or (847) 951-4676 for 
more information. 
  
You’ll be glad you did!! 
 
Your Guests will be too! 
  

For Rent 
Help Wanted 

 

Help  

Send Ad Text or bids to: 
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

Become a Member  

 

Rocky Mountain 
Wing 

 

Commemorative  
Air Force !! 

 
Join the other members that 
help Western Colorado stand 
out as the home of one of the 
89 units, world wide, that 
strive to Educate today’s 
Children and younger gener-
ations about the history of 
our nation’s ongoing fight for 
freedom; Inspire reasons for 
today’s and tomorrow’s gen-
erations to recognize the need 
to reinforce those freedoms, 
and Honor those of our cur-
rent and past generations that 
willingly faced so much to 
protect & guarantee our free-
dom and liberty.  
 
To carry this message the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to 
fight for those freedoms. 
 
We’re a totally volunteer 
supported organization that 
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed.  Come 
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber 
and Piper NE-1 Primary 
Trainer Aircraft to carry our 
message to the public. 
 
If you’re not a “joiner”, you 

can still help.  The CAF is a 
501 (c)(3) charity and all 
donations are totally tax de-
ductible.  Help us help you! 

Just a little tilted. 

What’s Your Excuse? 

Ride In a 
Real WWII 

WARBIRD 

Grumman TBM Avenger 
Torpedo Bomber 

Piper NE-1 J3 Cub 

Do you collect Aviation 
Artifacts from WWII.  The 
Rocky Mountain Wing has 
many WWII aircraft engine 
parts, Radio Parts, Airframe 
Parts available for sale.  All 
proceeds are Tax Deducti-
ble.  Contact Col Donelson 
Lawrey  

 

(RMW.Executive@gmail.com) 

April 2024 




