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The Long and Winding Road - Partie Duex

By Col Kent Taylor
Executive Officer

RMW members Fred
Suevel, Bob Thompson,
Kent Taylor, Jim Korber,

opportunity for a relaxed get
-acquainted and story-telling
session.

The HQ Operations and Joe Webb, Donelson Law- )
Maintenance Staff arrived  ry, and Dick Jackson pro- | mentioned ’that Matt Jack-
bright and early on vided Wrench Wrangling, ~ Son Was HQ’s new Director

Wednesday July 12 to
walk us through a compre-
hensive Return to Service
(RTS) Inspection. Follow-
ing brief introductions, VP
of Operations and Mainte-

Screw Driving, Heavy
Lifting, and Gofer Support
during the physical inspec-
tion. The planned after-
noon engine run was
pushed to Thursday morn-

of Maintenance, but I guess
I should point out that this
was his second week on the
job! He may be new to
CAF, but he is definitely not
new to warbirds and radial
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STILL GETTING READY - MARK YOUR CALENDARS lEsangile
almost forever,
but YES, we're
ready to kick off
RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2023 an airshow sea-
son (or what's
MONTH | DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM [CUB | STATUS left of one.)
April 1 Bullhead City, AZ MISSED August 12th and
22-23 | Cannon AFB, NM MISSED I%II:sc)trI‘\]t;ntll-ml-glz;e
May 19-20 | Peru, IL TBM Reunion MISSED we come.
20-21 | Dalhart, TX Thunder over Dalhart MISSED Make sure you
June 17 | Boulder, CO 40’s Dance CANCELLED have contacted
Col Bob Thomp-
Aug. | 12-13 |Billings, MT Big Sky Airshow CONFIRMED son to man show
26-27 | Boise, ID Gowen Thunder Show PENDING** prep of “309”,
26 3 = TS T departure and
Wendover, UT pen House return ground
Sept. 9-10 | Midland, TX CAF Airshow PENDING crew and of
16-17 | Montrose, CO Tribute to Aviation CONFIRMED course, Flight /
Show crew.
Oct. 14 -14 | Grand Junction, CO Air Show CONFIRMED
** Conflicting Dates

Swordfish Success

By Col Tom Howe
Editor

By the time Grumman be-
gan constructing the first
prototype TBF, the Fairey
Swordfish had been in ser-
vice in the Royal Navy for
more than five years and
distinguished itself many
times over.

The Swordfish prototype
first flew in March,1933.
Fairey was already working
on a second prototype when
the first was lost when una-
ble to recover from a spin.

The second prototype first
flew in April, 1934. The

second prototype was sub-
sequently configured as a

floatplane. In 1935 a pre-
production order for three
aircraft was placed by the

Royal Navy.

After continued testing in
both the land (carrier) based
and floatplane configura-
tions, in early 1936 a pro-
duction order for 68 aircraft
was placed.

In 1936 the British and oth-
er European nations were
closely watching Hitler’s
Germany as it hosted the
1936 Olympic Games and
continued to ramp up it’s
military, in direct violation
of the 1919 Treaty of Ver-
sailles.

As one revisits Hitler’s ille-
gal rearming during the
1930’s directly under the
noses of the British and
other Western European
nations - the US southern
border comes to mind.

The Swordfish first saw
combat on 11 April 1940,
during the Norwegian Cam-
paign. Several Swordfish
aircraft were launched from
the aircraft carrier HMS
Furious to torpedo several
German vessels reported to
be anchoring at Trondheim.
However, low clouds, pre-
vented the aircraft from
finding their primary tar-
gets. The Swordfish found
only two enemy destroyers
at Trondheim, scoring one
hit in the first attack of the
war by torpedo-carrying
aircraft.

On 13 April 1940, a Sword-

fish launched from

HMS Warspite spotted fall
of shot and radioed gunnery
corrections back to the ship
during the Second Battle of
Narvik. Eight German de-
stroyers were sunk or scut-
tled without any British
losses. The German subma-
rine U-64 was also spotted
by the Swordfish, which
dive-bombed and sank the
submarine. This was the
first U-boat to be destroyed
by an FAA aircraft in the
war.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Col Tom Howe
Phone: 970-261-0727
e-mail:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

RMWCAF on the Web
www.rmwecaf.org
www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.

The TBF/TBM and Hellcat from Grumman were not the first carrier based aircraft to have
wings that folded back instead of up. This Fairey Swordfish British Torpedo Bomber folds
it's wings back to fit on this early carrier’s elevator. More about Swordfish on Page 2.

Keep ‘em Flying

By Col Fred Suevel
Wing Leader

Jim Lasche, Bob Heath and
Matt Jackson (new head of
maintenance at HQ) spent a
day and a half with us re-
viewing our log books, talk-
ing over policies, examining
our TBM, and running an
engine test. It was a great
visit for our wing. It was
just too bad for me because
of a bad summer cold. I
arrived late to the meeting
and kept my distance the rest
of the day. I understand the
dinner went well and every-
one had a good time. First
thing the next morning was
to get the TBM out of the
hanger and get it ready for
Matt to fire it up and check
it out. He ran it through a
series of short tests and after
about 15 minutes shut it

down, turned to Bob
Thompson and gave a big
smile and two thumbs up.
The TBM was back in its
hanger and out of the hot
sun in less than an hour.
Barry Hancock should be
able to take it up for a test
flight on Aug. 1 or 2.

Another two part ground
school was run by Bob
Thompson for those interest-
ed in flying to our airshows.
The first part covered all the
paperwork needed to be in

the plane and in the files
before and after all flights.
Then they spent a while go-
ing over parts of the pre and
post flight check sheet and
spent time at the plane with
that sheet. The second part
was going over the PX.
How to fill the plane with
the appropriate inventory,
set up the PX at the airshow,
work the financial aspect
after the show, and finally
returning home with the left
over inventory. There is a
bit of work needed to be
handled before, during and
after all airshows and every-
one needs to be trained on
all aspects of it. For all who
plan on attending any air-
show and did not attend
these ground schools you
need to make an appoint-
ment with Bob to get up to
speed.

We’re now just a couple of

a good number of our mem-
bers to help get the word out
now and many more on the
night of, Sep. 30, at the air-
port. Because of the airport
security gate we’ll need peo-
ple stationed there to let peo-
ple in and guide them to
parking. We’ll need people
stationed a specific points on
our ramp, the C1A taxiway,
around our TBM and Cub
(which will be out on dis-
play), and our museum. We
will spend part of that morn-
ing and early afternoon dec-
orating so, again, more vol-
unteers. Remember, many
hands make light work.

Our next meeting on Aug.
12, will be minus a few of
our members because they’ll
be in Billings, MT, for our
first airshow for this year.
Please plan on attending for
the celebration. Also note,
just two weeks later, our

months away from our TBM will be in Wendover,
1940’s Dance. We will need UT.
(PRIPM‘ISH
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Swordfish

(Continued from Page 2)
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The Long and Winding Road

(Continued from Page 1) more Q&A. Discussions
over the two days were

exceptionally helpful:

Mountain Wing!

We’re down to the final .
The Swordfish served in most
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He’s helped retrieve and
restore warbirds from the
jungles of Indonesia to the
ice fields of Greenland.
He restored, maintained,
and flew Tom Cruise’s P-
51 Mustang for 20+ years
and has plenty of stories!
He’s raced 13 different
warbirds in the Unlimited
Class at Reno over 15
years. And he found spare
time to become type rated
in a couple dozen WWII
fighters, bombers, and
transports, including the
TBM/TBF — in fact, he
restored and flew a couple
of TBMs. Short story:
we’re blessed to have him
in the CAF.

The second day started
bright and early with an
8:00 am Engine Run. with
Matt at the controls. A
perfect start, smooth warm
-up, and perfect magneto,
prop pitch, and power
tests. It took the rest of the
day to wipe the smiles off

Matt addressed all our
maintenance questions,
explained the whys and
wherefores of every
issue we encountered
over the past 10-years,
including the mystery
of the oil blowing out
of the breather tube
(the engine’s scavenge
pumps couldn’t over-
come the additional
back pressure from the
add-on oil filter kit).
And he gave us the
equivalent of an A+
with gold stars for the
RTS Inspection.

Jim and Bob H re-
viewed the TBM and
Cub logbooks and
found them to be in
order and suggested a
couple of improvement
opportunities, which
we quickly jumped on.
Jim’s final comment
was addressed to all the
Wing Members — he

few steps in the long jour-
ney. Barry Hancock will
work us into his busy
schedule for a Return to
Service Test Flight, and
Bob T can start scheduling
our other pilots for their
recurrency flights. And
then WE'RE BACK IN
BUSINESS!

Check your calendars, and
let Bob
(rmw.operations@gmail.c
om) know which Air Show
Support Team(s) you
would like to join!

August 12-13,
Billings Montana

August 26,
Wendover Utah

September 16-17,
Montrose Colorado

October 14-15,
Grand Junction!

Let the good times roll!

Allies’ service and in every
theater of WWII. But one of
the most memorable actions
was in the Atlantic in 1941.

In May, 1941 Swordfish
bombers were instrumental is
the pursuit and sinking of the
German super battleship Bis-
mark! After the Royal Navy’s
first attempt to corral and sink
the Bismark with Britian’s
prize battleship Hood and the
Hood was lost with all hands
except three, the Bismark went
into hiding in the Atlantic.

Swordfish patrols eventually
found the Bismark and thanks
to a Swordfish torpedo hitting
the Bismark in the stern, Bis-
mark was disabled - unable to
use its rudder. The mighty
Bismark was unable to do any-
thing except steam in circles.

This opened the door for the
British to bring their remaining
fleet to bare on the Bismark
and the joint effort by ship’s

classified the Rocky d Royal Navy aircraft
| d the guns and Roya y ,
all our faces! Mountain Wing as one put the Bismark down.
The remainder of the sec- of the best performing

ond day was devoted to
FAA and CAF Paperwork
requirements, which Bob
Thompson had well under
control, leaving a fair
amount of time for general
CAF operations and
maintenance updates, and

WWII QUIZ
The War on Land

small Units in the
CAF, and was im-
pressed with how well
we have been able to
cope with the difficult
times since the landing
gear incident in Arizo-
na. Well done Rocky

ANSWERS ON PAGE 5

Identify the Big Three heads of state who met in Cairo in

November 1943
Code Names

What was Huff Duff?

This was a great & very timely
morale booster for both the
British military and populous.
The Swordfish Torpedo
Bomber had made a place for
itself in British naval history.

1930’s era design with bi-wing
and fabric, slow but reliable,
the Swordfish was active with
the Royal Navy until 1945.

It became a platform for firing
rockets (after upgrading the
lower wing with a metal cover-
ing,) and using anti-submarine
radar - resulting in the first
nighttime sinking of a U-Boat.

Swordfish
Truly a Success!

(See additional photo on page 3)
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NEXT STAFF MEETING
8/12/2:
RMWCAF HANGAR
SUPPORT YOUR CAF WING.

WWII QUIZ

(SEE PAGE 3)

ANSWERS

% The War on Land

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek of China
joined President Roosevelt of the US
and Prime Minister Churchill of Great

Britian.

Code Names

The High-Frequency Ddirection-Finding
equipment which the Allies developed
to locate German U-Boats.

D Wing Leader’s Comments:

Page 5

July Staff Meeting Bullets

Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting Notes.

Colonel Suevel listed:

>The Riverside Ed Center Visit
went very well.

>0ld Gate Passes end July 31,
2023.

>The TBM Hanger and Ready
room have been Cleaned.

>There is a Meeting with HQ
Leaders next week, here at the
Hangar.

>We’ll need volunteers to help
with TBM.

D Executive Officer:

Colonel Taylor Presented a
recap of the Riverside Educa-
tion Visit.

Kent announced he will have to
start backing away from his
responsibilities at RMWCAF.
He will have open heart surgery
sometime in October and will
need time to prepare for this
and recover afterwards. He
needs help with WEBSITE

Rocky Mountain Wing Staff Officers

Names in ALL CAPS are voting members

TBM Aircraft Coordinator
Cub Aircraft Coordinator
Facilities Manager
Recruiting Officer

Grants Officer

Bob Thompson
Charlie Huff
Kay Johnson
Kieth Swinehart

Tom Dennis

OFFICE OFFICER CONTACT
'WING LEADER FRED SUEVEL RMW Leader@gmail.com
EXECUTIVE OFFICER KENT TAYLOR RMW Executive@gmail.com
FINANCE OFFICER JOHN MUMMERY RMW Financez@gmail.com
ADJUTANT JOE WEBB RMW.Adjutant@gmail.com
(OPERATIONS OFFICER BOB THOMPSON RMW.Operations@ gmail.com
MAINTENANCE OFFICER Open
SAFETY OFFICER JIM KORBER RMW._Safety@gmail.com\
EDUCATION OFFICER TOM HOWE RMW Education@gmail.com
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER DALE BEEDE RMW Development@gmail.com
[Ambulance Coordinator Open
Deputy Operations Officer Kaleb Julius
Museum Officer Kip Howe
Public Information Officer Denis Godfrey
Marketing Officer Denis Godfrey
PX Officer Georgia Thompson
[Newsletter Editor Tom Howe howetom@zoho.com

2/7/202%

Maintenance and sending out

information to members. Bow-
en Clement volunteered to help
with the website. Joe will take
over the RMW Gmail Account.

D Adjutant

Col Webb reported no activity.
Operations Officer.

Colonel Thompson provided an
update on Air Shows for 2023:

>We need to establish a ground
crew support team for the
TBM. Launch and recovery of
airplane. Jim Corber and Mark
Meiner could be the initial
leaders for this. Anyone else is
welcome to be on the team.
Dennis, Joe, Dick volunteered
as well. Matt Jackson may be
available to test fly the air-
plane. Barry Hancock could be
available in the week of July
17", Bill Shepherd and Chris
Ryan are also in the pipeline to
be certified. Our pilots live in
different states across the coun-
try. We are working on train-
ing new pilots in our area.

>Airshow left this year:

We could make $3,000 to
$5,000 per show.

Billings Montana 8/12 & 8/13
Wendover Utah 8/25 ->8/27
Montrose 9/16 & 9/17

Grand Junction 10/14 & 10/15

Our TBM is scheduled to fly as
part of the GJT Show.

>Do we participate in ICAS
Next year? The Booth last year
cost us $2800 in total costs.
Costs are: $1500 for our unit.
The delegate fee is $500. Hotel
$1000. Total could be $2500.
We have contacts with Luke
and Hill AFB for next year.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Staff Meeting Bullets
(Continued from Page 5)

Consensus is that we
must go to be able to
sign up for lucrative Air
Shows.

>Col Tom Howe Moved
to authorize $2500 to
participate in ICAS this
December so that
CAFRMW can schedule
Air Shows for 2024.
Second by Kent. Mo-
tion Passes.

b Maintenance Officer
Position Open

B Safety Officer
Col Korber outlined:

>There have been no
first aid incidents since
our last meeting.

>The fire extinguisher

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE

inspections were com-
pleted for May and June.
July’s will be completed
during this month.

> A big cleanup was
done this past Wednes-
day. A LOT of stuff and
junk was thrown out.
Our dumpster was
stuffed full after our
efforts.

D >Col Korber managed

to recruit two new mem-
bers. Solomon Stern
and Kayce Galles. Solo-
mon is an intern at a
small engineering firm
here in town and works
as the weekend supervi-
sor. While performing
these duties he is also
working on his mechani-
cal engineering degree

g
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at CMU. He is new to
our area and is original-
ly from Virginia where
he grew up on a farm.
Very mechanically in-
clined. Kayce joined at
the cadet level and is the
granddaughter of a golf-
ing friend. She also
belongs to the Civil Air
Patrol here at the airport.
She hopes to begin work
on her private pilot’s
license in the near fu-
ture.

>Bowen Clement was
introduced to the Wing.
This is his first meeting.
Bowen is working on
his pilot’s license at
Colorado Flight Center
and starting CMU.

D Education Officer

Col Tom Howe reported
that no education activi-
ties expected until the
next school year.

B Development Officer

>Col Taylor presented
for Col Beede that Col is
actively trying to get
some high-profile peo-
ple to create a local
fundraising board to
help the wing.

>The Airport and Air-
port board members
have a good relationship
with us but cannot open-
ly support RMW as it
creates a conflict of in-
terest.

>We need to contact
Dillon with the Airport
Authority again to clean
up the huge amount of
construction sand that is
all over our ramp by the
Museum.

b Old Business

Colonel Swinehart is
continuing working to
promote the September
RMW 40’s Dance.
Ticket sales have al-

(PRDIPANDS

Page 6

ready begun on the web-
site.

D New Business

Col Taylor suggested
the Wing get back to
doing Open Houses and
rides monthly. Requires
a firm weekend every
month and attendance at
chamber of commerce/
tourism board. Discus-
sion took place on The
Rides Program, preflight
orientation, video pro-
duction of the rides pro-
gram, etc.

b >Col Donelson Lawry
shared that he sold some
old radio tubes and pos-
sibly can sell old radios
as well. This will help
our funds!

b >Col Kip Howe is look-
ing for a donation form
for the museum. He has
memorabilia from do-
nors coming in. Opera-
tive words on the form
should read that the
items become the prop-
erty of CAF and cannot
be returned. Kip was
encouraged to contact
the CAF Education Cen-
ter. Kent will help Kit
get the form. The Do-
nor must value the item
donated, not the CAF.

Col Korber moved that
the meeting be ad-
journed.

Meeting Adjourned
without objection at
11:00 AM

COMMEMORATIVE ATR FORCE @nacttc
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Help Wanted

RMW Assistant Web
Master.

Qualifications:
¢ Access to Internet.

¢ Comfortable working
with computer graphics
and video.

¢ Some Web Management
experience helpful.

¢ 4 -8 Hours per month.

¢ Contact Col Kent Taylor

¢ RMW.Executive@gmail.com

RMW PX Apprentice

Qualifications:

¢ Ability to count to more
than 103.

¢ Desire to help maintain
the RMW’s major
source of operating in-
come.

Duties Include:

¢ Assist in stocking and
packing PX equipment
and materials in TBM for
travel to Airshows.

¢ Aid in placing orders
with suppliers to main-
tain operating inventory.

Contact:

¢ Col Georgia Thompson
¢ rvtglt38@earthlink.net

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO
THE “309” ENGINE FUND

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE

Just a little tilted.

Wantit? post2”

RECEPTION?
Meeting?
Reunion?
Demonstration?
Gathering?

Need a meeting place
with room for 10 up to
40+?

Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?)

Would a private kitchen
be handy?

Need it to be secure?
(or not)!

Lots of Private Parking!

Why not meet in a Muse-

um - totally private - sur-
rounded by aviation and
WWII memorabilia?

The RMWCAF Museum at
the Grand Junction Airport
is for rent for your gather-
ing. Contact Wing Leader

Send Ad Text or bids to:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

Help Wanted

WARBIRD PILOTS

The RMW is always looking

for pilots to fly our WWII

Warbirds.

Qualifications:

¢ Desire to have unique
flying FUN and experi-
ence.

¢ Interest in flying WWII
Grumman TBM Avenger
Navy Torpedo Bomber
and / or Piper J-3 Cub
WWII Primary Trainer.

¢ FAA Certified Pilot
(Commercial Pilot rating
desired.)

¢ Tail Wheel Endorse-
ment.

¢ Satisfy a flying dream!

Contact:

¢ Col Bob Thompson
¢ RMW.Operations@gmail.com

Colonel Fred Suevel
<RMW.leader@gmail.com>
or (847) 951-4676 for
more information.

You'll be glad you did!!
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Help NE&Ealeal

BECOME A MEMBER

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
WING

COMMEMORATIVE
AIR FORCE !!

Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of
one of the 89 units, world
wide, that strive to Educate
today’s Children and younger
generations about the history
of our nation’s ongoing fight
for freedom; Inspire reasons
for today’s and tomorrow’s
generations to recognize the
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so
much to protect & guarantee
our freedom and liberty.

To carry this message the
Commemorative Air Force
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to
fight for those freedoms.

We’re a totally volunteer
supported organization that
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed. Come
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber
and Piper NE-1 Primary
Trainer Aircraft to carry our
message to the public.

If you’re not a “joiner”, you
can still help. The CAF is a
501 (c)(3) charity and all
donations are totally tax de-
ductible. Help us help you!

What’s Your Excuse?
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Just a little tilted.
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Ky Mour'?

i Wings

Send Ad Text to: J

RMW.Education@gmail.com

ADVERTISE IN THE
PROPWASH GAZETTE

WHERE THE RESULTS ARE
ALWAYS WHAT THEY ARE!
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