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As good years go, we’ll
classify 2023 as much bet-
ter than most we’ve had in
the past several years.
2023 was undoubtedly a
mixture of fun things, i.e.,
revamped annual 40’s
Ball, and not fun things,
i.e., planned Air Shows
and appearance cancella-
tions.

But no matter what you
add to the stew or how

PARTY!

many spices and herbs you
add, what comes out of the
pot at the end matters.
Ultimately, the Rocky
Mountain Wing (RMW)
can be both pleased and
proud of what we accom-
plished in 2023.

Now it’s time to kick back,
have some fun, recount the
successes, toss aside the
disappointments, recognize
the achievements, and pat

LI

each other on the back.
We, as both a Wing and
individuals, survived 2023.
In the best of RMW tradi-
tions. It is time to Cele-
brate with our annual Sur-
vivors Christmas Party.

The stage is cast (RMW
Museum,) and the time is
set (11:00 AM Saturday,
December 9.)

(Continued on Page 4)
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What a (“309”) Year!

How BIG IS BIG?
WWII Quiz

The Rocky Mountain
Wing entered 2023, still
fighting the seemingly
never-ending battle to get
our precious TBM, “309”,
back into regular service.
Our Wing acquired many
bills, debts, and frustra-
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tions during 2022. It was
getting harder and harder
to keep a positive attitude,
even knowing our mem-
bership would never give
up and always press ahead.

That attitude continued to
prevail. It seemed at every
turn that “309” would
throw us another curve ball
— testing our ability to
keep our eye “on the ball”
and our goal in mind.

What a relief as our efforts
began to show real prom-
ise. As anew problem

arose, it rapidly became
smaller, and eventually,
“309” passed its HQ
maintenance review with a
“Two Thumbs Up” rating!

“309” then let us know it
had a magneto that wasn’t
just right. Even though the
shop that rebuilt the engine
didn’t want to agree, our
maintenance crew, after
many hours diagnosing the
problem, convinced the
repair shop that one mag-
neto was failing.

(Continued on Page 6)
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2024 - GETTING READY - MARK YOUR CALENDARS

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2024

MONTH | DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM |CUB | sTaTus || C° Thompson wil
attend ICAS in
MAR 8,9 |Yuma, AZ Yuma Airshow LA Deg 49 Dz
7 and will hopeful-
23, 24 | Glendale, AZ Luke Days Aero Expo ly con-firm that
. interest still re-
JUN 2 Holomon AFB, NM Legacy of Liberty mains with the Air
29, 30 | Hill AFB, UT Warriors Over Wasatch Shows shown
AUG | 16-18 | Colorado Springs, CO | Pikes Peak Reg. Air Show here.
24, 25 | Offutt AFB, NE Air and Space Show He will be sched-
OCT | 19, 20 | Edwards AFB, CA Aerospace Valley Airshow uling other shows
for the season as
NOV 2,3 |Nellis AFB, NV Aviation Nation Airshow well.
Sept ? Eagle - Vail, CO Open House )
2024 will be a
great year!
Get ready!!

Now that “309” is flight and show ready, we all hope Operations Officer Bob Thompson will find these and even
more Air Shows interested in having our TBM be part of their shows. Not included here are other regular ap-
pearances like the Boulder 40’s Dance, the Montrose Tribute to Aviation, and others yet to be discovered.

Have You ever wanted to ride in a REAL WARBIRD?

Two Options* are available at
the Rocky Mountain Wing CAF

Thanks to many Warbird
enthusiasts around the
world and many organiza-
tions like our own Com-
memorative Air Force
(CAF,) there are options
available for most people
to purchase rides in actual
WWII Warbirds” (designed
and manufactured for the
War Effort 1939 - 1945.)
These many aircraft were
the result of design efforts
tasked with implementing
the most advanced technol-
ogies of the time - all of
which were growing and
expanding at a blistering
rate. WWII saw the explo-

sion of all metal, high pow-
ered, very fast, and deadly
aircraft - many unique re-
quirements, many new ad-
vancements in engine de-
sign, and new airframe
structure.

The CAF has FAA authori-
zation to provide rides in
most of the 180+
‘Warbirds’ it operates.
Here in Grand Junction CO,
we offer rides in our huge
Grumman TBM Avenger
and our tiny Piper NE-1 (J3
Cub) Primary Trainer.. The
TBM was used by the Navy
as a carrier-based Torpedo

Bomber and by the Marines
as a land-based Tactical
Bomber. The Cub was
used by all of the services
as a Trainer and Reconnais-
sance plane.

The TBM will carry two
passengers along with the
pilot and a safety officer
and the J-3 Cub will carry
one passenger (front seat)
and instructor (back seat.)

Rides are scheduled in ad-
vance and are provided
when the weather, aircraft,

crew and passengers are all
in sync.

Feel the power when the
TBM’s 1900 horsepower
engine pulls you down the
runway and quickly into the
sky. See if you think you
could pass NE-1 Primary
Pilot training in the NE-1.

QR codes on page 8 will
take you to the sign-up
page. See you on the tar-
mac.

* There’s a third ride option. Join the CAF and Rocky Mountain Wing
and ride in our warbirds any time - and other CAF Warbirds too!
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH

RMWCAF on the Web

www.rmwecaf.org

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.

Keep ‘em Flying

Autum blue skies in western Colorado. The setting couldn't have
been better for the first TBM “309” revenue ride in years. After
marshalling the TBM onto GJT A5, Col Denis Godfrey snapped this
photo of Col Bill Shepard, Pilot, and Col Stu Lynn, Safety Crew, tax-
ing to once again provide a lifetime experience for our guests. Yep.
We're back and better than ever. Bring on 2024!

WING LEADER’S REPORT

By Wing Leader

Col Fred Suevel
Another year comes to an
end, one of great accom-
plishments, new friendships
developed, and the start of a
new life for our wing. Now
that our TBM and Cub are
back flying and flying cus-
tomers our future is looking
great.

Thanks to Adam Woodbrey,
KIJCT & KKCO, we now
have a great story of our
TBM showing on local TV.
He’s put together a three
part story which will be
shown in its entirety (about
15 to 20 minutes) on Christ-
mas Eve. The story covers
the history of the TBM and
our reinstalling the new en-
gine on our TBM. It’s

mixed with interviews from
several of our members.

Our annual Christmas Party
will be on Saturday, Dec. 9,
starting at 11 a.m. All mem-
bers are invited to come and
enjoy the camaraderie at our
museum. A potluck lunch
will be served at Noon. If
you plan on attending please
contact Sandi Caskey
(sandicaskey@acsol.net)
with what you intend to
bring and how many it will
serve.

Remember that our annual
dues have to be paid in De-
cember. Even though we
made some money at the
airshows we attended this
year, we still have payments
on the hefty loan for the new
engine to pay as well as sev-
eral other expenses due long
before we start attending the
air shows next summer.
That said, please consider
doubling your annual RMW
dues or making a donation to
help cover these expenses.

Our Operations Officer, Bob
Thompson, will be attending
the annual ICAS Convention
(International Council of Air
Shows) in Las Vegas from

Bob and Georgia will be
back in time to be at our
Christmas party so we’ll all
have a chance to see how
busy we’ll be next summer.

We continue to strive to
bring in new members.
When talking to relatives,
friends and neighbors make
sure to bring up our favorite
subject, WW II aircraft. If
they also have this same
feeling, tell them about our
planes and the ability to be a
part of our wing where they
might fly in our planes,
work on our planes, and take
part in airshows and other
events.

Dec. 4 — 7. This is where Wishing you all a very Mer-
Bob tracks down and negoti- ry Christmas and a Happy
ates our 2024 TBM Airshow New Year !
appearances with Event Or-
ganizers.
(. pn;:pmnsnj_
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Party!

(Continued from Page 1)

The food is scheduled, and
the annual awards are being
prepared. Are you ready?

Come ready to vote for next
year’s staff members who
are up for election (re-
election?) Bring you 2024
dues money -or better yet,
double your $50.00 2024
Wing dues (we still owe
about $85,000 for the re-
cent, apparently very suc-
cessful 309 engine rebuild.)

Thanks to amazingly suc-
cessful 2023 appearances at
Wendover, Montrose, and
Grand Junction Air Shows,
we’re entering 2024 with
almost enough funds to
make it in the black until
our first 2024 Air Show
appearance.

Lots to leave behind. Lots
for which to be thankful.
Lots of reasons to look
ahead with optimism, ex-
citement, and enthusiasm.
Don’t miss this
opportunity ~

to N \A “"

HAVE
SOME FUN!!!

Historic Dates
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Y\ ue?

oW we

By Col Tom Howe
Editor

Those that attended the
November 11th Staff/
Membership meeting in the
Wing Museum (you?), were
fascinated by a presentation
given by Byron “Hook”
Hukee, Lt .Col. USAF Re-
tired about his many rescue
missions flying the Douglas
AD-6 Skyraider in Viet
Nam. For those that aren't
familiar with the Skyraider,
it is a single radial engine
fighter/bomber developed
right at the end of WWII
and saw active service for
several decades after the

ANSWERS ON PAGE 5

When were the Germans halted and reversed in
their campaign against Russia?

How Big is BIG?

end of WWII. The
Skyraider had a crew of one
which delighted Lt. Col.
Hukee because that meant
his decisions were final -
always. Most of his active
combat work was as part of
a rescue unit - normally two
to four skyraiders and two
to four helicopters, all
working together to rescue
downed crewmembers of
aircraft shot down in North
Viet Nam. The Skyraider
was used because it could
fly slow and linger for long
periods, if necessary, to
maintain radio contact with
crew members on the
ground, provide them with

Lt. Col. Hukee

cover when necessary, and
contact info for recovery.

While Colonel Huck was
pretty impressive, the focus
of this article is not the
Colonel, but his aircraft.

Shown here is a photo
(thanks to CAF Col Joe
Webb the took a photo of
this slide in Colonel Huck’s
presentation) of the Colonel
and one of his AD-6
Skyraiders.

We often describe our
“309” TBM as “...the big-
gest single-engine aircraft
of WWIL.” And it was.
But was/is it the “Biggest”
of all?

Were/are there bigger sin-
gle-engine airplanes before
the post-WWII jet age?
What about now?

First, we need to define
“Biggest.” How do we do
that? Let’s use just a few
categories for our compari-
sons — a bit like comparing
NFL Interior Linemen.

Size:
Wing Span:
Tail Height:
Length:

Weight:
Empty:
Max Gross:
Payload:

So what would be the con-
tenders for an important (to
us, anyway) comparison?

(Continued on Page 6)
Colonel XXXX Huck giving his presentation
about performing Skyraider rescue missions
in Viet Nam. Photo by Col Joe Webb
i pnsnumns:ﬂ_
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NEXT MEETING
12/9/2:
CITRISI ISR

WWII QUIZ

ANSWERS

W Historic Dates

On December 5, 1941, when certain
panzer units were within twenty-five
miles of Moscow. The Russians
mounted a counteroffensive on De-
cember 6 and began their push that
would not end until forty-one months

later, in Berlin

Note: Two Days prior to Dec. 7, 1941, The %
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

Page 5

Nov. Staff Meetin

Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting notes.

Bullets

Staff Meeting November 20, 2023

D Membership - Col T. Howe is

working on scheduling Cadet
activities. Possible activities
include a tour of Spirit Engi-
neering and a visit to the Flight
Service Station. A control tower
visit can be set up by Col Law-

ry.

Shirts — will order by Novem-
ber 26" With Cadet shirts in-
cluded, we now have 12 shirts to
reduce the price.

Christmas partfy — Scheduled
for December 9. We will rec-
ognize our Cadets and have
them come with their parents.

Awards — local and national.

We must submit applications to
National by December 15™. We
must follow the procedure for
national awards.

Rocky Mountain Wing Staff Officers

Names in ALL CAPS are voting members

OFFICE OFFICER CONTACT
WING LEADER FRED SUEVEL RMW Leader@gmail.com
EXECUTIVE OFFICER KENT TAYLOR RMW Executive@gmail.com
FINANCE OFFICER JOHN MUMMERY RMW Financez(@gmail.com
ADJUTANT JOE WEBB RMW. Adjutant@gmail.com
OPERATIONS OFFICER BOB THOMPSON RMW .Operations@gmail.com
MAINTENANCE OFFICER Open
SAFETY OFFICER JIM KORBER RMW . Safety20{@gmail.com
[EDUCATION OFFICER TOM HOWE RMW Education@gmail .com
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER DALE BEEDE RMW Development@gmail.com
Ambulance Coordinator Garry Wolf
Deputy Operations Officer Kaleb Julius
Museum Officer Kip Howe
Public Information Officer Denis Godfrey
Marketing Officer Denis Godfrey
PX Officer Georgia Thompson
[Newsletter Editor Tom Howe howetom@zoho.com
TBM Aircraft Coordinator Bob Thompson
Cub Aircraft Coordinator Andrew Gaier RMW.Cub@gmail.com
Facilities Manager Kay Johnson

Recruiting Officer
Grants Officer

Kieth Swinehart

Tom Dennis

11/5/2024

Local Awards - Recognize Keith
Swinehart, Tom Howe, John
Mummery, Bill Marvel, Donel-
son Lawry, Andy Gaier, Jim
Korber, Dick Jackson, Stewart
Lynn, Sandi Caskey, and Tim
Dyer

Col Suevel will meet with Col S.
Caskey to order plaques.

New members - Stand and be
Recognized. Possibly include
the CAF Swear in Ceremony
with the officer’s oath

D Cub Rides — We will have two

cub rides at the Christmas Party.
The Cub Annual is due. Cols
Gaier, Taylor, and Huff will do
the annual in Crawford. Next
propwash will have the QR code
to schedule rides online.

Winter Maintenance for the

D TBM needed. Adjust magnetos.

Adjust valves/rockers. Inspec-
tion ports, lube pulleys, etc. Fol-
low the Return to service check-
list. Inspect landing gear and
inspection ports.

The plan is to keep on doing
rides and qualify pilots this win-
ter. Currently experiencing ra-
dio problems and battery prob-
lems with generator!

The Generator Relay has been
fixed — 5 ohms to zero ohms.
Voltage regulator — cleaned con-
tacts and adjusted. Wires were
found disconnected on the varia-
ble resistors — repaired resistors.
Appears to be working. For
under $200 we can get a like
new regulator just in case.

(Continued on Page 7)
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A “309” Year

(Continued from Page 1)

The shop immediately
shipped a replacement.

Our maintenance team spent
more hours replacing the
Magneto and Wa LA! You
could almost see “309”
smile; it was running so
well and feeling so good!

We have to remember that
our “309” is an airplane. It
is not just an airplane; it is a
Warbird. It is one of the
few Warbirds that still flies.
That means it is old.
There’s no other way to say
it.

Being old means that some
things and parts and pieces
get worn, weak, brittle,
tired, etc., over time.

While “309” goes through
repeated, timely, detailed
inspections and tests, some
parts do their jobs year after
year with no complaints.
Then, time-in-use creeps in
and makes doing that job
harder and harder. The part
struggles to do its job until,
after many years of working
alone, it just needs some
help to keep going.

“309” was running well,
ready for a final 2023 Air
Show in Grand Junction.
And it showed itself proudly
— flying for the crowd while

roaring like only our “309”
can do. Even the MGM
Lion can’t do it as well.

However, like airplanes
sometimes do, things were-
n’t exactly correct. The
generator wasn’t generating
as it should - another little
glitch. Again, the search for
the culprit began. After
many more hours of trouble-
shooting, diagnosis, and
wondering, the crew deter-
mined that a relay in the
battery generator circuits
was trying to work but
couldn’t quite do so. After
thoroughly cleaning and
reinstalling the relay, it hap-
pily jumped back to work
flawlessly. You could al-
most hear it say, “Thanks.”

“309” will probably not fly
much, if any, for the next
two months. There are
many inspections and tests
that are part of the ongoing
annual maintenance pro-
gram. But rest assured,
“309” will be anxious to
start a new year going to air
shows, wowing crowds,
helping sell PX items, giv-
ing rides, and most of all,
proudly being our Com-
memorative Air Force
Wing’s Icon.

Are you ready to give “309”
a helping hand in 2024?

The last
Skyraider
lost in ac-
tion, Septem-
ber 9, 1972.

R ]
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How Big is BIG?

(Continued from Page 1)

For the sake of discussion
I’ve chosen what I believe
to be the three “biggest”
single reciprocating engine
aircraft ever produced:

RMWCAF TBM-3E Avenger “309”

II. The Douglas AD-6

Skyraider. This aircraft

went into service right

at the end of WWII and

saw active service in
Korea and Viet Nam.

The Grumman TBM
Avenger. As members
of the Rocky Mountain
Wing CAF
(Commemorative Air
Force) we’re well
aware of the Avenger
and its imposing size.

An electronics countermeasures two seat AD —2 version - one of many variants.

@ 2014 Erie Van Gilder

(Continued on Page 7)
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Staff Meeting

(Continued from page 5)

Finance - Budget 2024
items were sent from Col
Mummery. Discussed
proposed Budget to HQ.
PX, Cub Rides, TBM
Rides, Airshows. Estimat-
ed only 6 airshows. $40 k
in PX .

Recruiting Fundraiser —
Col Lawry is working with
Col Beede to make connec-
tions with potential busi-
nesses to partner with the
wing.

Ambulance — Cols T.
Howe and Wolf Took the
ambulance to Bud’s Signs
to be measured for poten-
tial decal work. They
would like to buff the am-
bulance to get ready for
new decals for the doors,
cab, and back. Possibly use
the Cub Hangar. We could
start using the Ambulance
to create more visibility for
recruiting membership and
selling rides. Col T. Howe
is negotiating with Bud’s
Signs and is willing to pay
for the decals and hopeful-
ly get reimbursed if we
have a good year in the
future.

Election preparations are
in progress.

February CAF Confer-
ence, CAF HQ, Dallas.
Cols Lawry, Webb, and
Korber are interested in
attending.

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE

How Big is BIG?

An Anitov AN-2 in service with the Russian Army

III. The Anitov AN-2.

The AN-2 first saw
service in 1947 and is
unique because it is a
bi-plane. Designed
for agriculture and
utility service, 18,000
of these aircraft were
built between 1947
and 2001.

Here is a com-

(Continued from Page 6)

parison chart - - - -
that lists the How big are the BIG single engine airplanes
TBM along with . :
the other con- Boeing Grumman Douglas  Antinov
tenders and in- B-17 TBM Skyraider AN-2
cludes compari-
Sofélt,o ,thedmost Tail Height 19'1" st 15°825" | 13'5
publicize - 1 g 1 1 " 1l
WWII Bomber, Wing Span 1031 ?. 5:1 2 ) 50 : .25" 591 9“ .
the B-17. 1also |Lenath 74' 4 40' 1/8 38' 10 | 40'8" |
added, just be-
cause, a few Empty Weight 36,135 Ibs 10,700 Ibs 11,968 Ibs 7,275 Ibs
performance Max Gross 54,000 Ibs 15,536 Ibs 18,106 Ibs 11,993 |bs
items of normal
airplane interest
like horsepower | Weapon Payload 4,000 Ibs 8,000 Ibs
and range, <400 miles 8,000 lbs

~800 miles 4,500 Ibs
As you can see,
our “309” was,
in fact, the larg- |HOrsepower 1,200X4 1,900hp 2,700 hp 1,010 hp
est single engine |Top Speed 287 mph 278 mph 322 mph 160 mph
aircraft that saw |Range 2,000 mi 905 mi 1,316 mi 525 mi
service in
WWII. But the Skyraider Without question the those, like us, that are will-

that went into production in
1945 wins the most gold
stars in the “Biggest “ com-
petition. However, 309”
remains the tallest, widest
and Longest of the two!
So does that make The
TBM the “Largest” and the
Skyraider maybe the
“Biggest?”

Or is the Anitov AN-2 the
“Largest?”

You tell me!

Skyraider wins a “most
capable” category.

Does the CAF have a
Skyraider in its collection
of Aircraft. The answer is
no. But, because the
Skyraider was in active
service into the 1970’s,
there are many still flying
today - both here in the US
and around the world.

As we well know, the effort

and expense required to
keep an aircraft like a
Skyraider flying is daunt-
ing. We have to admire

ing to accept such an en-
deavor.

So now you know that
when we say that our “309”
Avenger the biggest single
engine aircraft of WWII we
are both telling the truth
and presenting the facts to
back our statement.

Perhaps one day “309” will
have the opportunity to
share an Air Show ramp
with an AD-6. If that hap-
pens, someone must take a
photo of the two Big Boys
together.
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Help Wanted

RMW Assistant Web
Master.
Contact:

¢ Col Kent Taylor
¢ RMW.Executive@gmail.com

RMW PX Apprentice

Contact:
¢ Col Georgia Thompson
¢ rvtglt38@earthlink.net

Ride In a
Real WWII
WARBIRD

Grumman TBM Avenger
Torpedo Bomber

Piper NE-1 J3 Cub

HONORING AMERICAN MIUTARY AVIATION THROUGH FALIGHT, EXHIBITON AND EMBRANCE Pa g e 8
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Just a little tilted.
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\wantit? VRIEE:

RECEPTION?
Meeting?
Reunion?
Demonstration?
Gathering?

Need a meeting place
with room for 10 up to
40+?

Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?)

Would a private kitchen
be handy?

Need it to be secure?
(or not)!

Lots of Private Parking!

Why not meet in a Mu-
seum? A unique Muse-
um at that! Why not
meet in a Museum -
totally private - sur-
rounded by aviation and
WWII memorabilia?

The RMWCAF Museum
at the Grand Junction
Airport is for rent for
your gathering. Contact
Wing Leader Colonel

Fred Suevel
<RMW.leader@gmail.com>

or (847) 951-4676 for
more information.
You'll be glad you did!!

Your Guests will be too!

Send Ad Text or bids to:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

Help Wanted

WARBIRD PILOTS

The RMW is always looking

for pilots to fly our WWII

Warbirds.

Qualifications:

¢ Desire to have unique fly-
ing FUN and experience.

¢ Interest in flying WWII
Grumman TBM Avenger
Navy Torpedo Bomber
and / or Piper J-3 Cub
WWII Primary Trainer.

¢ FAA Certified Pilot
(Commercial Pilot rating
desired.)

¢ Tail Wheel Endorsement.

¢ Satisfy a flying dream!
Contact:

¢ Col Bob Thompson
4 RMW.Operations@gmail.com

Main Gear Tow Bar
Like new @ $1,000 -
this is yours for only
$700.

Contact Colonel Kent Tay-
lor , RMW Executive Of-
ficer for more details.

RMW
WANTS

YOU

X

-~
) ' E
COMMEMOR ATIVE AIR FORC

Help \N[EEG

2 BECOME A MEMBER

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
WING

COMMEMORATIVE
AIR FORCE !!

Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of
one of the 89 units, world
wide, that strive to Educate
today’s Children and younger
generations about the history
of our nation’s ongoing fight
for freedom; Inspire reasons
for today’s and tomorrow’s
generations to recognize the
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so
much to protect & guarantee
our freedom and liberty.

To carry this message the
Commemorative Air Force
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to
fight for those freedoms.

We’re a totally volunteer
supported organization that
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed. Come
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber
and Piper NE-1 Primary
Trainer Aircraft to carry our
message to the public.

If you’re not a “joiner”, you
can still help. The CAF is a
501 (c)(3) charity and all
donations are totally tax de-
ductible. Help us help you!

What’s Your Excuse?

(@ pRmpMﬂsyj_
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