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In With the New 
… and not just the New Year! 

By Col Bill Marvel 
 

Tom Howe asked me to 
write some observations 
about the new TBM en-
gine, currently undergoing 
installation on the aircraft.  
Although I haven’t been 
involved with 309 for sev-

eral years, I’m a former 
maintenance officer for the 
Wing and still a member.  
For that reason, I did spend 
a little time there each day 
while others did the actual 
work.   
My first thought was how 
nice the engine looks!  

You really cannot tell it 
from a brand-new engine 
right from the manufactur-
er.  Nor can you imagine 
how large it is when 
you’re standing next to it 
on the ground as opposed 
to looking up at it on the 
airplane.  That thing is 
huge! 
Moving the beast from its 
shipping cradle to the air-
plane necessitated the use 
of a crane and skilled oper-
ator borrowed from West 
Star on a Sunday when 
company employees were 
off.  What seemed like a 
monumental task went 
smoothly as the crane lift-
ed the engine from its 
stand, gradually moved it 
toward the aircraft and 
held it suspended there 
while a come-along device 
was tightened to raise the 
front end of the engine to 
match the angle of the en-
gine mount.   Once this 
was done, the crane moved 
the engine right up to the 
mount where members 
pushed, shoved and pried 
the engine into alignment 
with the 7 engine mount 
points so bolts could be 
inserted, thus attaching 
engine and airframe to-
gether for what we hope 
will be many years.   
Several members showed 
up to help with the task, so 
I wasn’t needed although 
available if they wanted 
another body.  Turns out 
there isn’t all that much 
room up there when work-
ing,  

(Continued on Page 2) 

Besides being 
pretty, “309’s” 
new engine 
must be a 
good radial.  It 
is already leak-
ing oil! 

It’s ON! 
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Get Ready - Mark your Calendars 

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2023 

MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS 

April 1 Bullhead City, AZ    PENDING 

 22 –23 Cannon AFB, NM    PENDING 

May 19-20 Peru, IL TBM Reunion   CONFIRMED 

 20-21 Dalhart, TX Thunder over Dalhart   PENDING** 

June 17 Boulder, CO 40’s Dance   CONFIRMED 

Aug. 12-13 Billings, MT Big Sky Airshow   CONFIRMED 

 26-27 Boise, ID Gowen Thunder Show   PENDING** 

 26 Wendover, UT Open House   CONFIRMED 

Sept. 9-10 Midland, TX CAF Airshow   PENDING 

 16 Salida, CO    PENDING 

Oct. 14 –14 Grand Junction, CO Air Show   CONFIRMED 

       

The next few days involved 
the seemingly endless at-
tachment of accessories, 
cables, fuel and oil lines, 
hydraulic pump and hoses, 
carburetor, electrical con-
nections, vacuum system, 
oil cooler and myriad other 
components that will allow 
the beast to again roar to 
life and carry 309 to air 
shows throughout the re-
gion.  
One unanticipated issue
(aren’t they always?) had to 
do with the engine removal 

Colonel Bob 
Thompson con-
tinues to get his 
2023 show 
schedule put 
together. 
Five confirmed 
shows with oth-
ers waiting in 
the wings to sign 
up “309” for thei 
venue. 
Col Thompson is 
also working 
with several 
shows that have 
delayed until 
2024. 

We have plenty of open dates that could be filled with appearances at county fairs, city celebrations, group fes-
tivals, etc.- some with accompanying ride sales or ambulance / PX appearances.  Sign up to support an effort of 
your choice.  Contact PIO Denis Godfrey or Operations Officer Bob Thompson. 

so two people, one on a 
stand to either side of the 
airplane, normally worked 
out well. 
The first day was just at-
taching the engine to the 
mount, as I described 
above.  A local TV station 
was there to capture it on 
camera, but I didn’t happen 
to see it that night.  But 
here’s a link to the news 
report:  World War II 
‘Avenger’ torpedo bomber 
being restored in Grand 
Junction (nbc11news.com) 

crew carefully labeling eve-
ry disconnected hose, wire, 
cable, electrical, hydraulic, 
oil, fuel and other devices 
as well as exactly where 
they went on the engine.  
And there are a LOT of 
connections!  While all of 
those careful notes on the 
airframe side stayed with 
the aircraft, the tape and 
other markings on the en-
gine side were removed as 
part of the strip and clean of 
all engine parts as a normal 
part of an overhaul.   So, 
what came back not only 
did not have labels on it but 
in some cases had different 
fittings replaced by plugs of 
one sort or another, thus 
further concealing where 

each connection were to be 
made.  But not to worry as 
most fittings were obvious 
and others could be ascer-
tained just by trial and er-
ror.  It helped greatly that 
many parts retained a cer-
tain shape after removal 
which further indicated 
where they had to fit on the 
engine.  And then there was 
that “*&%#+^$” exhaust 
system!  I had written a 
detailed procedure about 8 
years ago on how to remove 
and install it.   
All went well for the most 
part – until it didn’t.   

(Continued on Page 4) 

Have You Paid Your 2023 Dues? 
In With the New… 

(conƟnued from page 1) 

https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
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Primary Business Address 

PO Box 4125 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

Propwash Gazette Editor 
Col Tom Howe 

Phone: 970-261-0727 

e-mail:  
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

RMWCAF on the Web 

www.rmwcaf.org 

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.  

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photo of the Month 

RMW Staff members gathered to show appreciation for the exceptionally kind offer we re-

ceived from Sharon Jones to assist fund raising for a new RMW Venue.  Colonels from left to 

right: Kent Taylor, Keith Swinehart, Dale Beede, Denis Godfrey, Joe Webb, Dorothy Dutton, 

Dick Jackson (front), Jim Korber (back), Sandi Caskey, Mark Meiners, Kip Howe, Fred 

Suevel, Tom Howe (way back), Bob Thompson, Kay Johnson.  Quite a Colonel collection. 

Wing Leader’s Report 

By Wing Leader  
Col Fred Suevel 

 

The TBM has its engine 
back on.  With great thanks 
to West Star Aviation in 
lending us both a travel lift 
and Dewayne Colombe, who 
drove the lift, we reattached 
the engine.  Also great 
thanks to everyone who 
showed up to help with this 
feat.  I’d also like to thank 
Kia Hofmeister and Cristian 
Sida both of KKCO and 
KJCT news for coming out 
at the last minute to video 
some of our efforts.  Adam 
Woodbrey is putting togeth-
er a whole report on our 
work to get the TBM flying 
again to be viewed once it is 
flying.  There is a link to a 
short TB report on our hang-
ing the engine at the end of 
my notes. 

 

Since that time, one of our 
former members and li-
censed airplane mechanic, 
Merel Bingham, came down 
from North Dakota for a 
week to help do most of the 
reconnection process.  He 
was a great help.  Even with 
a new engine, the task of 
connecting the engine to the 
airplane is never simple. 
What appears to be a matter 
of just connecting and tight-
ening hoses, pipes, linkages, 

electric wires, safety wires, 
and clamps always seems to 
find some way of not work-
ing. We had to wait for al-
most a week to first find 
someone who had this spe-
cific diameter hose and then 
wait for new hose to be de-
livered.  I believe by the first 
week of February we’ll have 
the yellow nose piece and 
the propeller on and ready to 
restart the engine.  After 
that, finding no leaks, we’ll 
put on all the skin panels 
and have a working plane. 

 

Bob Thompson, after his 
time at the ICAS show in 
Las Vegas, feels we have a 
decent show schedule ahead 
of us and if we’re able to go 
to each of them there’s a 
good chance of a year in 
good financial status.  That 
said, we’re going to need a 
lot of help from all of our 

members at these shows.  
Once the plane is working, 
we’ll put together a ground 
school, headed up by Bob 
Thompson, for all members 
who will be going to air-
shows.  This school will 
cover all aspects of the 
plane, our PX, wing walk 
stairs, signs, pop-ups, tables, 
and how to store this stuff 
on the plane. 

 

Looking forward to seeing 
all the locals at the ground 
school and helping get us, 
the Wing, going again. 

 

https://
www.nbc11news.com/2023/
01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-
torpedo-bomber-being-

restored-grand-junction/ 

 

Photo by Col Tim Dyer 

https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2023/01/12/world-war-ii-avenger-torpedo-bomber-being-restored-grand-junction/
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It was a routine of push, 
pull, tug, tap, hammer, pry, 
swear and then start again.  
Ultimately, on about the 4th 
consecutive day of this, it 
finally popped into place.  
And all I did was watch!   
Of course, no engine instal-
lation is complete without a 
propeller and that’s another 
big job… Just like the en-
gine, the prop is huge, not to 
mention heavy and awk-
ward to handle.   
I have to give special men-
tion to those who actually 
bruised their knuckles and 
got their work clothes dirty, 
as that wasn’t me!  Crew 
chief was former RMW 
Maintenance Officer Merle 
Bingham, who had prior 

experience removing 
and replacing the en-
gine decades ago.  He 
drove in from his home 
in North Dakota.  Local 
Colonels participating 
(or at least that I saw) 
were Fred Suevel, Bob 
Thompson, Kent Tay-
lor Jim Korber, Stu 
Lynn (who traveled 
from Steamboat 
Springs) and Robert 
Thomason. 
 There were probably oth-
ers and everyone who 
turned a nut or gave some-
one a tool deserves a big 
hand from other Wing 
members.  This was a 
many days job, all day 
every day, and kudos to 
those who pulled it off.                      

In With the New… 

(conƟnued from page 2) 

 

WWII Quiz                        Answers on Page 5 

   The War on Land 

Identify the high-ranking Nazi that became an SS 
General after being dishonorably discharged from 
the German Navy. 

 

   Historic Dates 

 

When, where and how did the United States sink the 
first German U-boat after entering the war? 

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford 

New!  PreƩy! Shiny! 

Heavy! 

How any Colonels does it take to... 

“I think right up there…” 

“WHEW!” 

Just a liƩle that way 

All Photos 
thanks to Col 

Bill Marvel 
and Col Keith 

Swinehart 
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   WWII Quiz                (see page 3)                                                

Answers  

The War on Land 

 

General Reinhard Heydrich. 
 

 Historic Dates 

 

Ensign William Tepini, USNR, piloting 
a Lockheed-Hudson of Squadron VP-

82, sank U656 on March 1, 1942, off 
Cape Race, Newfoundland. 

Next staff meeting 

2/11/23 

RMWCAF hangar 

support your CAF wing.  

Dec. Staff Meeting Bullets 
Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting Notes. 

The TBM engine is on the air-
frame (see cover page article.) 
The Junior League donated 
$4,000 to our Wing.  Colonels 
Suevel and Taylor accepted the 
grant.. 
Colonel Tim Dyer gave a 
presentation about  a friend of 
Tim’s wife that resides in Palm 
Springs, CA  extending an offer 
to help the Rocky Mountain 
wing raise funds to help cover 
our current maintenance ex-
penses but to also move for-
ward with a project to build a 
new RMW  Hangar/Education 
with easy public access.  Eve-
ryone is encouraged to help Col 
Dyer move ahead with this 
effort.. 
Follow-up discussions included 
justification / requirements for 
a new facility and operational 
considerations.  

Recruiting Officer Col Swine-
hart presented a recommenda-
tion to start working on a 2023 
Hangar Dance 

Operations Officer Col Thomp-
son reenforced the need for 
those  working on and traveling 
in “309” to complete the 66-1 
training.  Bob also talked about 
the 2023 show schedule which 
is under development. (see 
Page 2.) 
Safety Officer  Col Jim Korb-
ergave a quick overview of his 
past safety responsibilities and 
then introduced new member 
Col Mark Meiners.  Col 
Meiners was an Air Force crew 
chief and currently works  for 
Merritt 60 and Associates Gen-
eral Contractor.  Mark’s expe-
rience will be important  as the 
Wing moves forward on a new 
facility. 
Education Officer Col Tom 
Howe reported that a meeting is 
scheduled  with Hannah Clune 
from Riverside Education Cen-
ters to set up visits from their 
schools.  They are a Tutoring 
and Enhanced Schools Organi-
zation.   
Development Officer:  Col 
Dale Beede Presented that he is 
soliciting area Banks and Busi-
nesses for funds for our organi-
zation.  It seems to be going 
well so far and he is excited 
about the possibility of raising 
funds for the Wing. 
Upon adjourning, Cols Sandi 
Casky and Dorothy Dutton 
brought our Christmas / 
Awards party dinner back to 
life and all enjoyed the Turkey, 
Ham and trimmings for lunch. 
Thanks to Sandi and Dorothy 
for planning ahead, properly 
packaging, and then revitaliz-
ing a great meal!    
Things like this makes “Keep 
‘em Flying “ much easier. 
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RMW Assistant Web 
Master. 
 

Qualifications: 
 Access to Internet. 
 Comfortable working 

with computer graphics 
and video. 

 Some Web Management 
experience helpful. 

 4 - 8 Hours per month. 
 Contact Col Kent Taylor 

 RMW.Executive@gmail.com 

 

 

 

RMW PX Apprentice 

Qualifications: 
 Ability to count to more 

than 103. 
 Desire to help maintain 

the RMW’s major 
source of operating in-
come. 

Duties Include: 
 Assist in stocking and 

packing PX equipment 
and materials in TBM for  
travel to Airshows. 

 Aid in placing orders 
with suppliers to main-
tain operating inventory. 

Contact: 

 Col Georgia Thompson 

 rvtglt38@earthlink.net 

Help Wanted 

Avaition Headsets: 
 

David Clark H10-80  $45 or 
Best Offer 
 

FlightCom Classic 4DLX 
$30 or Best Offer 
 

Telex ProAir 2000E $20 or 
Best Offer 
 

Contact: 
RMW.Education@gmail.com  

Main Gear Tow Bar 

 

 Like new @ $1,000 - this 
is yours for only $700. 
 

Contact Colonel Kent Tay-
lor , RMW Executive Officer 
for more details.   
  

For Sale 

Help Wanted 

WARBIRD PILOTS 

The RMW is always looking 
for pilots to fly our WWII 
Warbirds.   
Qualifications: 
 Desire to have unique 

flying FUN and experi-
ence. 

 Interest in flying WWII 
Grumman TBM Avenger 
Navy Torpedo Bomber 
and / or Piper J-3 Cub 
WWII Primary Trainer. 

 FAA Certified Pilot 
(Commercial Pilot rating 
desired.) 

 Tail Wheel Endorse-
ment. 

 Satisfy a flying dream! 
 

Contact: 
 

 Col Bob Thompson  
 RMW.Operations@gmail.com 

 

 

Help  

Send Ad Text or bids to: 
RMW.EducaƟon@gmail.com 

Become a Member  

 

Rocky Mountain 
Wing 

 

Commemorative  
Air Force !! 

 

Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of 
one of the 89 units, world 
wide, that strive to Educate 
today’s Children and younger 
generations about the history 
of our nation’s ongoing fight 
for freedom; Inspire reasons 
for today’s and tomorrow’s 
generations to recognize the 
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of 
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so 
much to protect & guarantee 
our freedom and liberty.  
 

To carry this message the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to 
fight for those freedoms. 
 

We’re a totally volunteer 
supported organization that 
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed.  Come 
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber 
and Piper NE-1 Primary 
Trainer Aircraft to carry our 
message to the public. 
 

If you’re not a “joiner”, you 
can still help.  The CAF is a 
501 (c)(3) charity and all 
donations are totally tax de-
ductible.  Help us help you! 

Just a little tilted. 

What’s Your Excuse? 

All proceeds go to 
the “309” Engine Fund 

mailto:RMW.Leader@gmail.com

