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We Survived - and We Flourished

By Tom Howe
Editor

The Rocky Mountain
Wing (RMW) Colonels,
their guests, their food and
their friends began arriving
early - and those that did
enjoyed an extra amount of
time socializing and work-
ing (i.e., Col Caskey and
her kitchen crew) awaiting
the beginning of the festiv-
ities.

Unfortunately, Cub pilot
Col Andy Gaier was called
away so Cub rides sched-
uled for the morning had
to be cancelled.

A brief Staff meeting was
called to order by Acting
Executive Officer, Col
Lawry. Wing Leader Col
Fred Suevel was “under
the weather,” normally a
not too bad place to be, but
Col Suevel was spending
time being miserable at
home. Col Lawry boldly
picked up the reigns and
drove the meeting directly
into the pledge.

Operations Officer Col
Bob Thompson then pro-
vided an overview of 2023
at the RMW. 2023 had
started with nothing worth
remembering, a continua-
tion of frustration. But as

the TBM came closer and
closer to leaping back into
the sky, frustration started
giving way to enthusiasm,
and on to excitement!

The TBM actually flew to
an Airshow - Wendover,
Utah. This first cross-
country trip identified
some issues that didn't
appear in any of our local
test flights or break-in
flights. Work then began
finding and fixing those
issues. Our Maintenance
team has to be proud that
by the time the year
closed, the RMW partici-
pated in three Airshows
and ended the year in the
black.

It’s Been a Rewarding Year

Those that attended the
Survivors / Christmas Par-
ty were witness to several
Rocky Mountain Wing

(RMW) Colonels being
honored for their contribu-
tions to our organization
throughout 2023 and pre-
vious years.
Fill in mas-
ter of cere-
monies Col
Lawry and
col Korber
(last minute
fill ins for

| missing
Wing Leader
Col Fred
Suevel) pre-
sented

B awards to:

Col Bill Marvel
BILL’S TALENT AWARD

Photo by Col K. HOWE

(Continued on Page 6)
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2024 - GETTING READY - MARK YOUR CALENDARS

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2024
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MONTH | DAYS LOCATION SHOW CuUB STATUS
MAR | 23, 24 | Glendale, AZ Luke Days Aero Expo PENDING
APR 5, 6 |Laughlin / Bullhead, AZ | Laughlin/Bullhead Airshow PENDING
MAY | 17,18 |Peru, IL TBM Avenger Reunion CONFIRMED
JUN 2 Holomon AFB, NM Legacy of Liberty PENDING

15 |Bloulder, CO 40’'s Dance CONFIRMED
29, 30 | Hill AFB, UT Warriors Over Wasatch PENDING
AUG |17, 18 | Colorado Springs, CO | Pikes Peak Reg. Air Show ? PENDING
24 Sheridan, WY Pending information PENDING
24, 25 | Offutt AFB, NE Defenders of Freedom PENDING
SEPT | 13, 14 | Cheyenne, WY Wild West Airshow PENDING
14, 15 | Montrose, CO Salute to Aviation CONFIRMED
28 | Spanish Fork, UT Wings & Wheels CONFIRMED
OCT | 12,13 |El Paso, TX Amigo Airshow PENDING

Col Thompson’s
visit to ICAS was
fruitful, to say the
least.

Shown here are the
shows and apper-
ances currently on
his Air Show list.

Discussions are
underway with the
shows now showing
“PENDING” and
once the contracts
are complete, the
status will be updat-
ed.

There’s Always Room
For More

We’re wrapping up 2023,
which had more than its
share of ups and downs
working inside The Rocky
Mountain Wing (RMW.)
2024 is already beginning
to look like a better year in
almost every respect. We
have some money in the
bank, we have a cadre of
members contributing time
to make the wing better and
more active, and both the
Cub and “309” appear to
be at the starting gate, ready
to come out of the blocks
for a year of airshows, open
houses, and funs!

It’s too bad both of us (the
members and the airplanes)
are still trapped behind the
prison gates. But the es-
cape plans are bubbling.

Shown above is the 2024
Airshow schedule as it ap-
pears today. The schedule
is in flux - ready to be ex-
panded and massaged.
You’ll note the typical mid-
summer pause between
June 30th and August 17th.
We have an entire Wing of
members, two airplanes,
and one ambulance with

nothing to do ... YET!

Keep your eyes and ears
working. Find a place for
us to be. It may be a county
fair, an airport open house,
or a fly-in somewhere in
our region. Anywhere our
message and participation
will be appreciated. If you
see on your travels or hear
via your grapevine of such
an event, contact Col
Suevel, Col Lawry, or Col
Thompson. They’ll check
it out. But be early enough
with your recommendation
or suggestion so event con-
tact and planning can begin.
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH
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Primary Business Address
PO Box 4125
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Propwash Gazette Editor
Col Tom Howe
Phone: 970-261-0727
e-mail:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

RMWCAF on the Web
www.rmwecaf.org

Shown above may be the most photographed restored as a Piper

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.

Keep ‘em Flying

NE-1 flying today. Our “309” can probably (unverified) make a simi-
lar claim as the most photographed TBM Avenger flying today. This
NE-1 (like our NE-1 Cub) was manufactured in 1945 and has lived in
NY, TX, CA, IL, & now MO. Painted in these colors in 1996, It has

seen a few air shows in its day. It cheats, though, it now has 85 hp.

WING LEADER’S REPORT

By Wing Leader

Col Fred Suevel
Welcome back after our
Christmas/New Year
break. This is going to be
a very good year to be a
member of our wing.
Everyone is going to have
an opportunity to fly in
our TBM to airshows
around the West, because
if we get all the contracts
with all the airshows Bob
has a verbal agreement
with, we’re going to need
you. By the time summer
comes around we’ll al-
ready have gone to four or
more and during June,
July and August, we’ll be
going to two a month.
Both of our planes will be

busy flying to airshows
and carrying customers.

A major hurtle was
passed by our distin-
guished maintenance
crew. As noted before, it
was discovered that the
generator on the TBM
was not charging the bat-
teries in flight. After
much work a solution
came forward and when
implemented, it worked.

Our fear was that the gen-
erator may be the prob-
lem, luckily it wasn’t.
The generator, weighing
around 70 lbs. and in a
very inconvenient spot in
the accessories bay, is not
something anyone wanted
to have to remove and
then reinstall a new, or
reconditioned, one.

After the December vote,
we have a new Mainte-
nance Officer, Jim Korb-
er, and a new Safety Of-
ficer, Tim Hession. The
other two positions on
which we voted were kept
by their previous officers,
Joe Webb as Adjutant and
Dale Beede as Develop-
ment. When you see
them at the next meeting
in Jan., please make sure

to thank all of them for
their extra work in our
Wing.

Thinking of working air-
shows this coming year,
we will hold a ground
school in the Feb/Mar
time frame. Everyone ex-
pecting to work at an air-
show is required to take
part. It covers info about
the TBM which includes
safety, some basic
maintenance, operations
at an airshow (wing walk,
PX, etc.), requirements
for customer flights, and a
few other handy tidbits.
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Mechanical

By Col Jim Korber
Maintenance Officer

Happy New Year, my fel-
low Colonels. Welcome to
my first Propwash Gazette
Maintenance Column. It is
winter and time for off-
season preventative/routine
maintenance.

But first, the “other” news
is at the end of the Grand
Junction Airshow, “309°s”
battery died (well, it didn’t
die. It had just lost its
charge.)

The electrical department of
our Wing Maintenance
crew (introducing Colonels
Donelson Lawry & Fred
Suevel) displayed their
troubleshooting skills and
quickly focused on two
components of the genera-
tor charging system: the cut
-in relay and the voltage
regulator. These two things
control the generator’s bat-
tery charging. The two
elements were relatively
easy to remove and work
on. None of us were look-
ing forward to removing the
generator.

Disassembling and thor-
oughly cleaning the Cut-in

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE

Bits & Pieces

relay was first,
with particular
attention giv-
en to the elec-
trical contacts.
Removing
some crud and
dirt improved
the relay
grounding as
well. The
voltage regu-
lator received
a similar treat-
ment. Then,
testing both
items began
using Col Do-
nelson’s test
equipment he
“happened” to |i§
have. Having §
a couple of
electrical en-
gineers among
our ranks is
proving to be
handy!

We ultimately
decided to
replace the
voltage regu-
lator. Col
Donelson ac-
quired, tested,
and checked
an eBay regu-
lator.
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3 WWII QUIZ
Messages and Quotations
(1) Who said, “Hit ‘em where they ain't”? @)
(2) Who Said, “I'm an officer of the Fifth Army Head- [3
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 5

|

quarters. I guess I can play, can't I?” to a group of E%

officers and enlisted men having a game of softball in g
A

Morocco?

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford @

‘>

Just like e</ery

j/tenan@
im Korb-

4 other Cut-In Re-
y he’s worked
n.; Main

Officer
er and Relay.

£

With all the associated wir-
ing reconnected, the relay
and regulator reinstalled,
Col Donelson’s test equip-
ment confirmed both com-
ponents performed as they
should. The only thing
remaining was to perform a
complete electrical charg-
ing system test with an en-
gine run.

On 12/20/23 Col Bob
Thompson completed an

Page 4

Photo by Col D Lawry

engine run. Again, with all
the test equipment in place,
the cut-in relay and voltage
regulator were working
exactly as they should.
Nice work, everyone!

(Continued on Page 6)
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Dec. Staff Meeting Bullets
NEXT RMW MEETING n Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting notes.
) /6 .
1/13/24 Staff Meeting Dec. 9, 2023
RMW Museum
D Operations Officer: New Business

Col Thompson Presented — Air- D Recognition of new members:

shows. 14 Airshows are cur- Neil McDaneld - Cadet. G
rently scheduled from Bob’s Marsh - New Member.
Time at ICAS. Highlights in-
WWII QUIZ clude Shows at Laughlin NV,
ANSWERS Luke AFB, Holoman NM, 40s D Col Lawry is working on sched-
] Dance Boulder, Hill AFB, Peru uling a tour of the GJ Airport
Messages and Quotations Il TBM Avenger, Pikes Peak Tower for cadets and anyone
(1) Though it is doubtful that the very Regional, Sheridan WY, Offutt else who may be interested.
proper General Douglas MacArthur AFB Nebraska, Wings and
would have phrased it that way, the Wheels Spanish Forks UT, Ami-

remark sums up his tactics of assault-
g JEpEREER FRS, Bob will be in touch to schedule D Election of Officers:

(2) General Mark Clark, who landed shows! Price increase of $3000
his Piper Cub on a field where the % for appearance fees. Officers elected for 2024-2025

go Show in El Paso.

game was in progress. He managed
to play at first base.

There are several new shows in Term.

Idaho, Colorado, and Utah for
2024. We need Airshow Col Joe Webb - Adjutant
Crew Volunteers!

Col im Korber - Maintenance

Rocky Mountain Wing Staff Officers Officer
Names in ALL CAPS are voting members Col Tim Hession - Safety Of-
OFFICE OFFICER CONTACT ficer
WING LEADER FRED SUEVEL RMW Leader@gmail.com
EXECUTIVE OFFICER DONELSON LAWRY RMW Executive@gmail com Col Dale Beede - Develop-
FINANCE OFFICER JOHN MUMMERY RMW Financez@gmail.com ment Officer
ADJUTANT JOE WEBB RMW . Adjutant@gmail com
OPERATIONS OFFICER BOB THOMPSON RMW._Operations@gmail com
MAINTENANCE OFFICER  JIM KORBER RMW Maintenance20@gmail.com
SAFETY OFFICER TIM HESSION RMW Safety20@gmail.com
EDUCATION OFFICER TOM HOWE RMW Education@gmail. com
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER DALE BEEDE RMW Developement@gmail com
Ambulance Coordinator Garry Wolf
Deputy Operations Officer ~ Kaleb Julius
Museum Officer Kip Howe
Public Information Officer ~ Denis Godfrey
Marketing Officer Denis Godfrey
PX Officer Georgia Thompson
Newsletter Editor Tom Howe howetom@zoho.com
TBM Aircraft Coordinator Bob Thompson
Cub Aircraft Coordinator Andrew Gaier RMW.Cub@gmail.com
Facilities Manager Kay Johnson
Recruiting Officer Kieth Swinehart
Grants Officer Tom Dennis 1241912023
(@ PR@PMiISH1

L
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A Rewarding

Year
(Continued from page 1)

Col Bill Marvel provided
Continuous collaboration on
our engine problems and
seemingly never-ending
talent on solving problems
with the TBM.

Col Tim Dyer
ELECTRIC ENERGIES AWARD

Col Dyer’s electrician’s
talents has greatly improved
both the Museum and hang-
ars but his lighting of “309”
at the 40’s Dance was ex-
quisite!

Col. John Mummery
MUM’S UNEQUALLED AWARD

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE

Col John Mummery is ex-
pert at both using today’s
means of connecting social-
ly and business wise recog-
nized by his “‘unequaled’
ability to keep our Wing
financially organized.

il PhotoibysCol K- Howe

Col Stuart Lynn
STU’S TIME AWARD

Col Lynn and his ‘Shepard’
co-pilot log more hours fly-
ing a pick-up truck between
the Steamboat Springs area
and the Grand Junction Air-
port in a busy month than
“309” and the Cub log to-
gether in a year. The RMW
Wing is grateful for Stuart’s
enthusiasm and never-

ending support.

The following awards
went to members una-
ble to be at the party:

Col Andy Gaier
ANDY’S SACRIFICE

Col Andy Gaier’s Cub pilot-
ing talents have already ben-
efitted the wing with his
many revenue Cub rides.

Col Keith Swinehart
DANCE DYNAMO AWARD

Dynamo understates the
actions taken by Col Swine-
hart to make the RMW 40s
Dance a huge success. Just
wait ‘till next year, eh?

Col Dick Jackson
DICK’S DOMAIN AWARD

Col Dick Jackson has made
his wood turning talents into
one of the PX’s major in-

Mechanica
Bits & Pieces

(Continued from Page 4)

Next on the list is to review
a proposal to install an am-
meter in the cockpit
(temporarily or permanent-
ly) for more complete gener-
ator/buss electrical monitor-
ing. We also have an oil
dribble coming from the

Page 6

front flange of the oil tank
that will require removing a
long safety wire and tighten-
ing (12) bolts.

TTFN fellow Colonels and
see you at the Wing.

Ed note: TTFN??

come contributors. Dick not
only contributes ALL of the
income from his clever ob-
jects, but works as clever
“barker” at airshows and
events pushing his wares
along with PX items.

Thank you Dick!

(PrROPAINASH |
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Help Wanted

RMW Assistant Web
Master.

Contact:

¢ Col Kent Taylor

¢ RMW.Executive@gmail.com

RMW PX Apprentice
Contact:

¢ Col Georgia Thompson
¢ rvtglt38@earthlink.net

oo ams e

Ride In a
Real WWII
WARBIRD

Grumman TBM Avenger
Torpedo Bomber

Piper NE-1 J3 Cub

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIG HT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE
Just a little tilted. H g’ S RN
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RECEPTION?
Meeting?
Reunion?
Demonstration?
Gathering?

Need a meeting place
with room for 10 up to
40+?

Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?)

Would a private kitchen
be handy?

Need it to be secure?
(or not)!

Lots of Private Parking!

Why not meet in a Mu-
seum? A unique Muse-
um at that! Why not
meet in a Museum -
totally private - sur-
rounded by aviation and
WWII memorabilia?

The RMWCAF Museum
at the Grand Junction
Airport is for rent for
your gathering. Contact
Wing Leader Colonel
Fred Suevel
<RMW.leader@gmail.com>
or (847) 951-4676 for
more information.

You'll be glad you did!!

Your Guests will be too!

N

Send Ad Text or bids to:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

Help Wanted

WARBIRD PILOTS

The RMW is always looking

for pilots to fly our WWII

Warbirds.

Qualifications:

¢ Desire to have unique fly-
ing FUN and experience.

¢ Interest in flying WWII
Grumman TBM Avenger
Navy Torpedo Bomber
and / or Piper J-3 Cub
WWII Primary Trainer.

¢ FAA Certified Pilot
(Commercial Pilot rating
desired.)

¢ Tail Wheel Endorsement.

¢ Satisfy a flying dream!

Contact:

¢ Col Bob Thompson
4 RMW.Operations@gmail.com

Main Gear Tow Bar
Like new @ $1,000 -
this is yours for only
$700.

ary Special Only
55500.00

RMW.Execulivc@gma

Janu

il.com
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN
WING

COMMEMORATIVE
AIR FORCE !!

Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of
one of the 89 units, world
wide, that strive to Educate
today’s Children and younger
generations about the history
of our nation’s ongoing fight
for freedom; Inspire reasons
for today’s and tomorrow’s
generations to recognize the
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so
much to protect & guarantee
our freedom and liberty.

To carry this message the
Commemorative Air Force
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to
fight for those freedoms.

We’re a totally volunteer
supported organization that
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed. Come
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber
and Piper NE-1 Primary
Trainer Aircraft to carry our
message to the public.

If you’re not a “joiner”, you
can still help. The CAF is a
501 (c)(3) charity and all
donations are totally tax de-
ductible. Help us help you!

RMW
WANTS

YOU

What’s Your Excuse?

@RQ)PMiISHj_
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