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Boulder’s 40’s Dance 2024

Submitted by
Col Hyrum Webb
‘24 Boulder Flight Crew

0700 may seem early on a
Saturday morning, but
when the day involves
flying over the Rocky
Mountains in an Avenger
for the 1940s Ball, it can't
come quickly enough. The
anticipation of the flight
and setting up and running
our part of the event was
on our minds.

Inside this issue:

WHEELS UP This stunning photo of our “309” and crew arriving 2024 RMW AIR SHow 2
GJT 09:14 at the 2024 Boulder 40’s Dance shows how our work SCHEDULE
and efforts over these past years has paid dividends. G W
ONE WEST

A 30-mph tailwind helped
us reach our destination
sooner than we expected.

WHEELS DOWN
BDU 10:21

After landing and taxiing
to our spot, we started
cleaning up 309 and set-

and watching the Sherman
Tank jockey into position
really helped us to get in
the mood and set the tone
for the rest of the night.

By 1600, a small line had
formed in front

of the TBM. The line only
grew as the night went on,
winding back towards the
entrance of the dance.

(Continued on Page 4)
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2024 - GO WITH THE SHOW - MARK YOUR CALENDARS
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YES!
RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2024 SRR
have Closed two
MONTH | DAYS LOCATION SHOW CUB | STATUS || oo aoearances
with one more un-
MAR | 23, 24 | Glendale, AZ Luke Days Aero Expo CANCELLED derway as you
APR | 5,6 [Laughlin/ Bullhead, AZ |Laughlin/Bullhead Airshow CANCELLED || Probably read this.
MAY |17,18 |Peru, IL TBM Avenger Reunion COMPLETED Both Holloman AFB
JUN 2 |Holloman AFB, NM Legacy of Liberty CoMPLETED | | and the Boulder
40's Swing dance
15 |Boulder, CO 40’'s Dance COMPLETED are behind us.
29, 30 | Hill AFB, UT Warriors Over Wasatch CONFIRMED
= = = Hill AFB is the last
AUG |17, 18 | Colorado Springs, CO | Pikes Peak Reg. Air Show ? weekend of June -
24, 25 | Offutt AFB, NE Defenders of Freedom PENDING watch the August
— issue for details
SEPT | 14, 15 | Montrose, CO Salute to Aviation CANCELLED
28 | Spanish Fork, UT Wings & Wheels CONFIRMED P@ 1, 5,
ocT |12, 13 |El Paso, TX Amigo Airshow PENDING 7

Gone West

Submitted by
Col Robert Thompson
RMW Operations Officer

JOHN LANE. A very
influential and good
friend of the

RMW passed away on
March 21st after a
brief illness at the age
of 76.

John was the GO-TO
guy during RMW’s
“309” restoration in the
80's.

He, in fact, was the test
pilot who first flew our
TBM in 1989.

John was very active
with the CAF in Mesa,
AZ. flying and fixing
their aircraft and being
involved with the
Champlin Fighter Mu-
seum.

In 1983, he and Nancy
moved to Twin Falls /
Jerome, ID, and
opened Airpower Un-
limited, a very well-
known warbird restora-
tion shop.

This 1s where he be-
came a friend of our
RMW. His knowledge

and willingness to help
restore the TBM were
essential for having a
Flying TBM.

R.I.P. and THANKS,
John.
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PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Shown here is
FCI Construc-
tors President
and CEO Shane
Haas presenting
Col Keith
Primary Business Address Svélnehta_rt with
PO Box 4125 ghe%ﬂaolfon
Grand Junction, CO 81502 $2.500.00 for
the Rocky
Propwash Gazette Editor I‘\t’l(;),gr;'f/\aliIRgWIng
Col Tom Howe .
Phone: 970-261-0727 (tiiearlr':(t:)((aa rthls Sep-
e-mail: .
RMW.Education@gmail.com Thanks so
much to FCL.
RMWCAF on the Web They will be
www.rmwecaf.org remembered
www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides. evl’;]de r?FEEiFSECIated
year’s dance is
bigger and bet-
ter than before.
K ‘em Fly1
eep em Flying

WING LEADER’S REPORT

By Wing Leader

Col Fred Suevel
The month of June was busy
and profitable for our Wing.
We did get the TBM back
from its adventure to Peru,
IL, but we had another major
problem on the way home. If
you remember, the plane
was stuck in Peru because of
an overheating oil problem.
Brad was able to fix that
problem by replacing the
bimetallic valve on the oil
cooler. He also worked the
main wheel brakes but was
unable to solve our continu-
ing brake problem.

Bill Shepard and Donelson
Lawry met in Chicago and
took the bus to Peru. They
flew the plane to North

Platte, NE, where Bill dis-

covered he’d lost one of the
two magnetos after landing.
This made the plane unflya-
ble again. Again, Brad came
to our aid by sending a new-
ly built magneto from his
stock along with a mechanic
who knew exactly what to
do. Bill and Donelson spent
a few days in North Platte
getting to talk with the local
news media and helping to
spread the word about our
plane problem. The local

people were very friendly,
helping us with donations,
and enjoyed the big plane at
their airport.

The TBM arrived back in
Grand Junction on Friday
evening, May 31, just in
time for a quick turnaround
to fly to Holloman AFB ear-
ly Saturday morning. The
team consisted of Bill Shep-
ard, Joe Webb, Tim Hession,
and Gaylen “G” Marsh.

This trip also turned out to
be an adventure, not by
plane but by the hotel where
our team was supposed to
spend the next two nights.
The hotel lost our reserva-
tion and had no spare rooms.
Because of the airshow, all
the local hotels were booked
solid. Luckily, Holloman

AFB had room to put up our
team on base.

The flight home was perfect,
but Bill's only problem was
landing in Grand Junction
with only partially working
brakes.

The following weekend was
our Open House. Many
members came in early to
help set up the TBM’s wing
walk and then stayed to deal
with the public as they ar-
rived to visit our museum
and planes. In my opinion,
the heat of the day, in the
mid-90s, limited the attend-
ance to around 100. Those
who did come to visit had a
good time.

(Continued on page 4)
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WING LEADER’S REPORT
(Continued)

(Continued from page 3)

Then the weekend of June 15, we flew to
Boulder, CO, for their 1940s dance. The
crew, Col Chris Ryan (our pilot), Charlie
Ryan (Chris’ son), Col Stuart Lynn, and
Col Hyrum Webb, left at about 9 a.m. They
spent the morning cleaning up the plane and
setting up the wing walk.

The turnout for this event is over 1,000 peo-
ple, and all of them spend some time on our
TBM wing. It’s a one-night affair but a late
night for our crew, letting them get to the ho-
tel around 1:30 a.m. We also had two other
members arrive by car, Col Ted Hine (who
lives in Louisville, CO, and Col Keith Swine-
hart, who drove from GJT to Boulder.

We will be flying to Hill AFB on Thursday,
June 27, for a two-day air show. The crew will
be Col Bill Shepard, Col Jim Korber, Col Tim
Hession, and Col Bill Sharer.

Col Joe Webb and Col Donelson Lawry will
both drive there to help out.

There are no airshows in July, but we’ll need
to work on those brakes. We also have two
potential pilots who will need time behind the
wheel.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 5

Naval Operations and Sea Battles

A) Identify the U.S. Submarine credited with sinking g
]

the first Japanese destroyer in the war.

B) Where did the first Axis hostile action against 5

Canadian territory take place?

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford
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Boulder’s 40’s Dance 2024
(Continued)

(Continued from Page 1)

Such notables include Russian
Commandos, Military MPs,
George S. Patton, Rosie the Riv-
eter, baseball teams, and even...
Captain America himself walked
over the wing to see the biggest
attraction (maybe besides the line
to the beer table) at the event.

Some people never heard of the
Avenger before, some recognized
it, and one wept as they came
over the top. One gentleman re-
counted stories from his father,
who was a turret gunner on a
TBM for almost the entirety of
the war.

He was able to show his chil-
dren, who were with them, the
type of aircraft that his father
flew in, and by doing so, he
passed on an appreciation for
those who came before us and
what they went through. By
0100, we were back in the car
heading to the hotel, tired but
happy with what we could ac-
complish, interacting with the
public to help them see one small
part of the US effort to win the
war.

WHEELS UP BDU 10:06
WHEELS DOWN GJT 11:2¢

Boulder Pilot Col Chris Ryan’s son, Charlie, managed to
get Col Denis Godfrey’s TBM Crewmember gear and help
with crowd control in Boulder. Charlie is shown here
with a 40's dance guest under the protective port wing
of *309.” Work, work, work - no fun at all.....

Check "Why we Fly” on page 7.
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NEXT RMW MEETING
6/8/24
RMW Museum

DWIZ

ANSWERS

Nava Operations and Sea Battles

A) The SS-44 which sank the Kafo on

August 10,1942

B) At Vancouver Island in June 1942,
when a Japanese Submarine fired on a
radio station there.
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May Ex Staff Meeting Bullets

Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting notes.

Board Meeting June 1, 2024
Notes by Col J. Korber covering for Col Webb

Boulder 40's Dance Air
Show will be June

15/16. Flight over on Sat-
urday morning the 15th
with the return flight the
next day on the

16th. Weather notwith-
standing.

Chris Ryan will be the
Boulder pilot and will be
bringing his son. There
will only be room for two
additional crew for the
flight over.

Chris must complete some
CAF required check out
items to renew his TBM

currency. Bob and Chris
will coordinate and com-
plete this on Friday the
14th.

We need to make sure we
submit our fuel invoice
from Trego/Dugan in
North Platte, NE for the
return flight back from Pe-
ru. This is a covered ex-
penses by the TBM
Avenger Reunion show.

We need to get the failed
magneto's serial number to
confirm it was the same
magneto that failed be-
fore. There will be warran-
ty/guarantee issues to hag-
gle over with Aerotrader.

We will also need to initi-
ate warranty/guarantee dis-
cussions with Pacific Oil
Cooler regarding our failed
rotary oil cooler valve.

Wheel bearing inspection
and grease packing needs
to become an annual

item. This was a failure
point discovered by TBM
Avenger LLC while per-
forming brake repair work
back in Peru
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Col Tom Howe
Education Officer
Newsletter Editor

Saturday, June 8, 2024
proved to be a quite busy day
throughout the Grand Valley
- car shows, summer activity
kick offs, concerts, etc., etc.

Our RMW Open House orig-
inally scheduled for May
11th had to be delayed a
month because of a new TSA
ruling that approval for such
events has to be at least 30
days in advance.

Rather than cancel the Open
House, it was agreed that
once we had approval (which
was granted upon request

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITTON AND REMEMBRANCE

June 8 RMW Open House

provided we met the neces-
sary security requirements of
the TSA to allow guests to
attend the event.

Those requirements included
badged members be present
at all times at the barricades
set up across the openings of
our ramp area into the re-
mainder of the Aircraft Op-
erations Area (AOA) east of
the TBM hangar and south-
west of the CAF Ramp go-
ing south.

Supporting Colonels arrived
early to help pull both the
TBM and the Cub from their
respective Hangars onto the
southeast corner of the ramp.

The wingwalk was installed
on “309”, a small PX sit up
under the starboard wing .

The roadside signs were
loaded and hauled to be set
up along Horizon drive to
guide guests to Gate 10 and
on into the Museum/
Hangar.

Guests began arriving be-
fore the announced opening
time.

The flow of guests was
slow, but steady for the first
couple hours of the four
hours allotted. As the day
got hotter, the crowd got
thinner.
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One bright happeing was
when some of the our 40°s
dance support crowd
showed up and demonstrat-
ed swing dancing to big
band music alongside
“309.”

The hot weather and airport
ramps don’t mix too well.
Even though we probably
had more than 100 visitors,
next year we need to make
sure we have our security
clearance so we can open
our house in May - when it
is a bit cooler.

Thanks to those that helped.

Mechanical
Bits & Pieces

Our wrench wranglers have
been immersed into repairing
and testing mechanical chal-
lenges for many, many
months. But unlike months
in the previous years, we are
attending and participating in
Air Shows and other venues
once again. Lots of wrench
wrangling and iternary ad-
justing over the past two
months and June was no
exception - starting in Peru
(see June Propwash) and
continuing through press
time while “309” and show

crew are at Hill AFB, Utah.

Our entire wing owes great
gratitude to Brad Deckert,
TBM Avenger LLC, that not
only provided facilities and
expert guidance during our
Peru Maintenance, but trav-
eled to Nebraska to resolve
the oil temp problem that we
carried there.

As of publication date, the
maintenance report is that
the Cub is grounded because
of a right brake issue. being

resolved along with wheel
bearing repack, etc.

“309” is closely being moni-
tored during the Hill AFB
show appearance to confirm
that the high oil temperature
issue has been resolved by
the oil cooler flow valve
installed by Brad Dekert..
“309” also has brake work
pending.

Having airplanes is working
on airplanes - airplanes 75
years old - slightly more so.
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...and that’s why

We Fly!

By Col Stu Lynn
Rocky Mountain Wing

A Commemorative Air Force
(CAF) crewman is nothing
without a pilot.

All our hard work is in vain
without a pilot to get us to
shows. The sacrifices that
our pilots endure to fly “309”
are incredible. They include
training, paperwork, long
hours, time away from home,
and great expense - to list just
a few.

We owe our pilots all the
support we can give them, an
extra smile, a handshake, a
hug, and lots of love.

My fondest memory of the
flight was that it was abso-
lutely beautiful.

When duty
calls, we have
to spend time
In “309” over
the Rockies
going east-
bound from
Grand Junc-
tion to Boul-
der.

Scenic Beauty
redefined!

My fondest memory of the
ball, however, was the grin
on Col Hyrum Webb’s face
that lasted 20 hours and, the
fact that he superglued his
feet to the port wing, stayed
there all night, and the fol-
lowing day his exhausted
look of, “What have I just
been through?”

Each mission has something
special - special memories
that imprint and last. This
was mine:

Pilot Col Chris Ryan’s early
teenage son Charlie Ryan
donned all the flight gear that
Col Denis Godfrey had sup-
plied him, and I watched
Charlie step back in time... |
took a personal photo that
later spoke volumes to me of
the past.

As I looked at the photo of
Charlie, every B&W photo of
a WWII pilot I had ever seen
came to life and color. Every
young man who lied about
his age to join stood before
me, smiling and ready to go
off to war. I couldn't help but
cry thinking about it.

So many boys have never
come home...

...and that's why we fly!
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Col Stu Lynn puts some finishing touches on “309's”
pre-show cleanup before the crowd begins arriving at
the 2024 Boulder 40's Dance. Pilot Col Chris Ryan
and son Charlie rest up to be ready. The work never
ends, but neither does the fun!

Dance attendees start arriving early and the line for

"309’'s” unique wing walk forms immediately. As the
sun slowly settles over the ramparts, the line grows

longer and fatter (the line, hot the attendees!)

Keep ‘em Flying




July 2024

Help Wanted

RMW PX Apprentice
Contact:

¢ Col Georgia Thompson

Ride In a
Real WWII

WARBIRD

Grumman TBM Avenger
Torpedo Bomber

Piper NE-1 J3 Cub
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Just a little tilted.

Limited First Edition (1973)
complete set of The Ocean
World of Jacques Cousteau,
all 20 volumes in New Con-
dition.

It is unverified but it’s been
told that as few as 100 sets
made up this 1973 first edi-
tion.

It can by yours now for
$80.00 - paid to the Rocky
Mountain Wing CAF as a
100% tax deductible dona-
tion.

If you are a first edition
collector, you’ll know find-
ing this complete set in
“New” condition is very
rare. Call the RMW Muse-
um at 970-256-0693 and
leave a message. Col F.
Howe will return your call.

Send Ad Text or bids to:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

Aircraft Tie Down
Space Available

If you or someone you
know has need for an
aircraft tie-down at the
Grand Junction Airport
(GJT) or would be inter-
ested in moving their
tiedown to a more con-
venient location at GIT,
The Rocky Mountain
Wing CAF has tie-down
space available. Easy
access, Lots of parking,
rest rooms (including
shower) access includ-

ed. Only $60.00 per
month. Contact Col
Thompson:

RMW.Operations@gmail.com

Mini Softi 240
Parachute

$1,700.00
LESS THAN HALF PRICE

CONTACT EDITOR
RMW.Education@gmail.com
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Help NE&Ealeal

BECOME A MEMBER

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
WING

COMMEMORATIVE
AIR FORCE !!

Join the other members that
help Western Colorado stand
out as the home of one of the
89 units, world wide, that
strive to FEducate today’s
Children and younger gener-
ations about the history of
our nation’s ongoing fight for
freedom; Inspire reasons for
today’s and tomorrow’s gen-
erations to recognize the need
to reinforce those freedoms,
and Honor those of our cur-
rent and past generations that
willingly faced so much to
protect & guarantee our free-
dom and liberty.

To carry this message the
Commemorative Air Force
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to
fight for those freedoms.

We’re a totally volunteer
supported organization that
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed. Come
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber
and Piper NE-1 Primary
Trainer Aircraft to carry our
message to the public.

If you’re not a “joiner”, you
can still help. The CAF is a
501 (c)(3) charity and all
donations are totally tax de-
ductible. Help us help you!

What’s Your Excuse?






