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EDUCATE           INSPIRE           HONOR 

We OPENed our HOUSE 
By Col Tom Howe 

Editor 
 

The Rocky Mountain 
Wing (RMW) Commemo-
rative Air Force (CAF) 
was excited to have a 
spring OPEN HOUSE* at 
our Grand Junction Airport 
Hangar and Museum facil-
ity on Saturday, May 13th, 
to welcome visitors to 
come see newly powered 
Grumman TBM Avenger 
“309” WWII Torpedo 
Bomber and our “ready for 
rides” Piper J-3 NE-1 
WWII Primary Pilot train-
ing aircraft. 
 
It wasn’t easy getting this 
far.  As Col Jim Korber 
said as he finished in-
stalling the last cowling 

panel, , “OK, let’s go fly-
ing.”  What a great Idea 
after months and months 
and months of down time. 
 
A large group of members 
began work both before 
and after the May RMW 
Staff meeting to begin 
preparing Both “309” and  

the cub to show their stuff 
at an Open House from 
12:00 Noon to 4:00 PM.  
Thanks to the Grand Junc-
tion Sentinel that provided 
notification to the Grand v 
Valley about the Open 
House, attendance was 
steady.  Our many visitors 
were taking advantage of 
the ever popular “wing 
walk” over “309’s” Star-

board wing (have 
you ever walked 
on an  airplane 
wing?),  watch-
ing some lucky 
visitors go for a 
unique ride in 
RMW’s very 
special NE-1 
Piper J-3 Cub, 
and visiting our 

many  Museum displays, 
shopping the underwing 
PX and talk with the many 
RMW Colonels available 
to answer questions and 
provide insight into the 
mission and workings of 
the Rocky Mountain Wing. 
 
The Colonels that make up 
the RMW CAF are confi-
dent that this latest engine 
rebuild (to new engine 
specifications) will be the 
end of our extended 
COVID and engine rebuild 
related downtime, and the 
beginning of new growth 
and expansion! 
 

(Continued on Page 4) 
 
 

* See footnote under Photo  
    of the Month, Page 3 

Col Jim Korber sits astride 

TBM “309’s” cowling after 

completing the last piece 

of the engine  installation. 
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STILL Getting Ready - Mark your Calendars 

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2023 

MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS 

April 1 Bullhead City, AZ    MISSED 

 22 –23 Cannon AFB, NM    MISSED 

May 19-20 Peru, IL TBM Reunion   MISSED 

 20-21 Dalhart, TX Thunder over Dalhart   MISSED 

June 17 Boulder, CO 40’s Dance   CANCELLED 

Aug. 12-13 Billings, MT Big Sky Airshow   CONFIRMED 

 26-27 Boise, ID Gowen Thunder Show   PENDING** 

 26 Wendover, UT Open House   CONFIRMED 

Sept. 9-10 Midland, TX CAF Airshow   PENDING 

 16-17 Montrose, CO Tribute to Aviation   CONFIRMED 

Oct. 14 –14 Grand Junction, CO Air Show   CONFIRMED 

   **  Conflicting Dates    

 

We’re so close.   

In the interest of 
safety,”309” will 
be going 
through rigorous 
pre-flight engine 
testing, flight 
testing and pilot 
re-certification 
before we can 
participate in 
any Air Shows 
this season. 

But we’re close! 

The first half of our 2023 Air Show season has been missed.  As shown at our May 13th open house, our Cub is 
ready (first time in a couple years) and “309” is awaiting a rebuilt auxiliary fuel pump.  As soon as that pump is 
installed, ground engine testing will resume in preparation for our pilots to conduct flight tests.  Almost there. 

 

OUCH! 

 

“TBF-1 Avenger at Munda 
airfield, New Georgia, Sol-
omon Islands, showing a 
damaged wing from Japa-
nese anti-aircraft fire, Octo-
ber 1943.” 

No markings to identify this 
TBF as either Navy or Ma-
rines. 

In either case, this Avenger 
crew was glad to see a 
ground base to put this TBF 
down.  It might have been a 
bit tough doing a carrier 
landing with that damage to 
the port side flap.  It could 
have been a really bad 
day!! 



 HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE 
 Page 3 

Primary Business Address 
PO Box 4125 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

Propwash Gazette Editor 
Col Tom Howe 

Phone: 970-261-0727 
e-mail:  

RMW.Education@gmail.com 
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www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.  

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photo of the Month 
No - Rocky Mountain Wing 
(RMW) Colonel Sandi Caskey is 
not actually in prison, even 
though it appears so.  No, 
she’s just standing inside Gate 
number 10 at the Grand Junc-
tion Airport.  If she looks for-
lorn and weathered, it is be-
cause she is.  She had gate 
duty all afternoon, directing 
visitor’s to the exit side of Gate 
10 so they could enter the 
RMW Open House on Saturday 
afternoon, May 13th.  

Thank you Sandy (and Col 
Dale Beede, and others) for 
making access to our Open 
House relatively easy for those 
that attended. 

Wing Leader’s Report 

By Wing Leader  

Col Fred Suevel 

The open house went very 
well.  The Cub took a couple 
customers up for flights, 
several inquiries into mem-
bership, one new member 
joined, donations received, 
and PX sales. The airport 
security gate was handled 
nicely by Sandi Caskey.  
Our lifetime museum do-
cent, Dorothy Dutton, talked 
for nearly 4 hours straight as 
one group after another 
strolled through the muse-
um. Bob Thompson spent 
several hours on the TBM 
wing answering questions 
and telling stories to custom-
ers strolling over the wing to 
check out the cockpit and 
rear turret. Many, many 
comments on the size of the 
TBM. 

 

Adam Woodbrey, TV re-
porter from KJCT and 
KKCO, spent a couple of 
hours interviewing several 
of our members.  Adam is 
putting together a short doc-
umentary on our Wing and 
the TBM. He’s been getting 
video on our progress of 
installing the new engine 
and eventually getting it to 
fly again. 

The TBM is so very close to 
flying again. It’s gone 
through a successful ground 

run, but we’re now waiting 
for the auxiliary fuel pump 
to be rebuilt.  It was giving 
us some intermittent not 
working problems, so it was 
decided to get it taken care 
of.  It’s now in Texas being 
rebuilt and to be returned 
soon. 

All members who regularly 
attend our meetings and/or 
do work at our museum or 
on our planes are required to 
get a gate pass from airport 
security.  These passes are 
good for two years and they 
will all have to be updated in 
July.  We will have new 
applications available soon 
and a time frame for making 
sure everyone gets their new 
passes on-time.  You will, 
once again, have to see the 
instructional security video 
and take the test.   

The new passes will cost 
$35. 

(See page 6) 

 

 

Be a Superhero.  If 
you’re not already a 
member of the 
Rocky Mountain 
Wing Commemora-
tive Air Force - you 
should be!  Contact 
Col Keith Swienhart: 

keith.swinehart@gmail.com 

Welcome  

June 2023 

*  This newsletter editor often       refers to 
the RMWCAF having to operate as though 
the organization is inside a federal prison - 
with all the limitations thereof.  Our OPEN 
HOUSE really wasn’t “Open,” just under 
“prison” guard control.  We need a street 
front presence.  Maybe soon….?? 
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We OPENed our HOUSE 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

WWII Quiz                        Answers on Page 5 

   Naval Operations and Sea Battles 

Identify the four Japanese aircraft carriers sunk or damaged at 
Midway. 
 
 

   The War On Land 
 

Where and when did the U.S. sustain its first casualties in 1941? 

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford 

The operation was much 
more complex than it ap-
peared.  With permission 
from Grand Junction Air-
port  Security, we were 
permitted to close off our 
CAF ramp so that visitors 
could freely walk about 
without the requirement of 
constant escorts.  That 
certainly improved the 
atmosphere.  However, in 
order to do that, the Wing 
had to provide Cols with 
airport security badges to 
monitor all entryways into 
the ramp to insure no visi-
tors accessed the General 
Aviation area adjoining the 
CAF Ramp without proper 
credentials.  Kudo’s to 
those Colonels that satis-
fied this requirement.   
 
Col Dorothy Dutton spent 
the entire 4 hours Wowing 
visitors with her almost 
overwhelming knowledge 
of the history of the RMW 
aircraft, the museum dis-
plays, and the Commemo-
rative Air Force. 
 
Colonel Charlie Huff 
(RMW Cub Aircraft Coor-
dinator) and  Colonel 
Andy Gaier (Cub Pilot) 
drew a well deserved 

crowd that watched the hand 
propping to start the Cub 
and all the other preparations 
necessary to send this small, 
but prime example of avia-
tion history off to travel the 
skies around Grand Junc-
tion.  What a thrill for those 
that chose to ride. 
 
The day was a good way to 
reintroduce our organization 
to the Grand Valley.  After 
more than 30 years of mak-
ing that wonderful radial 
engine noise over the valley, 
we are close to becoming an 
aerialfixture over Grand 
Junction again. 

 

June 2023 

Above:  Grumman TBM “309” looking proud of it’s newly refurbished 
engine and awaiting flight trials before beginning the 2023 Air Show 
Season.  Below:  Colonel Bob Thompson (former TBM pilot) explain-
ing how unique the Grumman Avenger is and the role it played so well 
in WWII. 

 

Be Proud that as a member of the 
CAF - you are one of us that: 

 

Keep ‘em Flying 
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   WWII Quiz                (see page 3)                                                

Answers  

Naval Operations and Sea Battles 
 
Sunk:  Akagi, Kaga, Soryu. 
Damaged: Hiryu 
 
 Historic Dates 
 
In the torpedoing of the destroyer 
Kearney on October 17, 1941, by a  
U-boat off the coast of Iceland.   
Eleven U.S. Navy personnel were 
killed.  Pearl Harbor was still several 
weeks away. 

Next staff meeting 

6/10/23 

RMWCAF hangar 

support your CAF wing.  

May Staff Meeting Bullets Com-
piled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting Notes. 

Wing Leader - 

• TBM Engine is running. 
Prop is working well. Aux 
fuel pump is being rebuilt 
in Texas at a cost of 
$3,000.00. 

 

• Adam Woodbury- Report-
er with KJCT/KKCO local 
news is here to cover our 
TBM and open house. 

 

• Open house security. Or-
ange barricades need to be 
manned as well as two 
people to man the entry 
gate. We will let visitors in 
on Exit side of gate, one at 
a time. Entrance will be 
available to regular airport 
patrons. RMWCAF signs 
will be posted at the en-
trance and near the I-70 
exit. Dylan and Jake from 
the Airport Board will stop 
by sometime during the 
day. The Head of TSA will 
visit sometime as well. 

• Passes expire in July and 
we need to renew them at a 
fee of $35. Fred will send 
out more information. 

 
Operations Officer - 

Col Thompson updated the 
2023 Air Show Situation.   We 
still don’t have a flyable air-
plane and are in a tenable situa-
tion. Return to service involves 
Head Quarters certification 
sometime in early June. The 
Auxiliary Fuel Pump repair and 
a full power engine test need to 
be completed. We need to 
make sure the plane is ready 
before HQ comes to verify fly-
ing status. 

• Our participation at 
the Boulder Dance had to 
be cancelled due to TBM 
situation. 

• Randy Kempf and 
Tom Edwards are pilots in 
process. Richard Roush is 
interested also. 

• Bob anticipates an 
increase in property tax for 
the hangar group, however 
the group qualifies for an 
86% veterans’ organization 
discount. 
 

Maintenance Officer: Open 
 
Safety Officer:  
 
Colonel Korber Presented no 
safety issues. 
 
Education Officer:  
 
Colonel Howe Presented that 
he wanted to thank Colonel 
Thompson for getting pilots 
organized. 

 
(Continued on Page 6) 

 

 

June 2023 
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Keith Swinehart pre-
sented information on 
the 40s Dance. The Bea-
con has the ad for the40s 
Dance event and for the 
Open House. Fred will 
touch base with Jake at 
the Airport about the 
allowable capacity of 
the Dance. I.e., do we 
need to limit ticket 
sales? There is still a 
need for a Master of 
Ceremonies, hopefully 
dressed in a military 
uniform. He would like 
recommendations for 
food trucks.   
 
Ed. Note:  The formal 
staff meeting was quick-
ly adjourned so the 
members could begin 
preparation for the 
Open House. 

A visit from the River-
side Educational Center 
will be hosted here 
Monday June 12that 9:00 
a.m.  As many as 50 
students/adults will be 
here for a presentation.                                         
Colonel Howe is asking 
for volunteers to assist 
with this educational 
opportunity. 
 
Development Officer:  
 
Colonel Beede present-
ed appreciation for the 
donation from the Daily 
Sentinel. They donated 
advertising and the story 
about today’s open 
house. Col Beede also 
purchased an Ad for 
today’s open house. 
 

Old Business 

Staff Meeting Bullets 
(Continued from Page 5) 

June 2023 

Shown here is the two page GJT form you need to 
complete, have signed by an authorized RMW Officer, 
and submitted at your Security Training Course.  A 
blank form can be downloaded from this link. 

Are you a Swinger? 

https://gjairport.com/PDF/documents/Feb%202023%20GJT%20Badge%20Application.pdf
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RMW Assistant Web 
Master. 
 
Qualifications: 

 Access to Internet. 

 Comfortable working 
with computer graphics 
and video. 

 Some Web Management 
experience helpful. 

 4 - 8 Hours per month. 

 Contact Col Kent Taylor 

 RMW.Executive@gmail.com 

 
 

 
RMW PX Apprentice 
Qualifications: 

 Ability to count to more 
than 103. 

 Desire to help maintain 
the RMW’s major 
source of operating in-
come. 

Duties Include: 

 Assist in stocking and 
packing PX equipment 
and materials in TBM for  
travel to Airshows. 

 Aid in placing orders 
with suppliers to main-
tain operating inventory. 

Contact: 

 Col Georgia Thompson 

 rvtglt38@earthlink.net 

Help Wanted 

  

 

For Sale Help Want-

WARBIRD PILOTS 
The RMW is always looking 
for pilots to fly our WWII 
Warbirds.   
Qualifications: 

 Desire to have unique 
flying FUN and experi-
ence. 

 Interest in flying WWII 
Grumman TBM Avenger 
Navy Torpedo Bomber 
and / or Piper J-3 Cub 
WWII Primary Trainer. 

 FAA Certified Pilot 
(Commercial Pilot rating 
desired.) 

 Tail Wheel Endorse-
ment. 

 Satisfy a flying dream! 
 

Contact: 
 

 Col Bob Thompson  

 RMW.Operations@gmail.com 

 

 

Help  

Send Ad Text or bids to: 
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

Become a Member  

 

Rocky Mountain 
Wing 

 

Commemorative  
Air Force !! 

 
Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of 
one of the 89 units, world 
wide, that strive to Educate 
today’s Children and younger 
generations about the history 
of our nation’s ongoing fight 
for freedom; Inspire reasons 
for today’s and tomorrow’s 
generations to recognize the 
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of 
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so 
much to protect & guarantee 
our freedom and liberty.  
 
To carry this message the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to 
fight for those freedoms. 
 
We’re a totally volunteer 
supported organization that 
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed.  Come 
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber 
and Piper NE-1 Primary 
Trainer Aircraft to carry our 
message to the public. 
 
If you’re not a “joiner”, you 

can still help.  The CAF is a 
501 (c)(3) charity and all 
donations are totally tax de-
ductible.  Help us help you! 

Just a little tilted. 

What’s Your Excuse? 

All proceeds go to 

the “309” Engine Fund 

Main Gear Tow Bar 

 Like new @ $1,000 - 
this is yours for only 
$700. 
 
Contact Colonel Kent Tay-
lor , RMW Executive Of-
ficer for more details.   

Boeing Stearman  

Canopy 

Brand new Stearman K-27 
full cockpit canopy. 
 
Completely covers both front 
and rear cockpits to keep that 
wind out of your “-do”  and 
will make that winter cockpit 
time more fun and less fight. 

June 2023 


