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EDUCATE           INSPIRE           HONOR 

     Get Ready! … 

                Get Set! ... 
It’s unlikely, but possible 
we could be ready to at-
tend 2023 Airshows in 
April.  APRIL!  That’s 
only one month away!  
While that is truly unlike-
ly, it’s not impossible.   
 

Even if we’re not ready for 
Bullhead City, AZ and/or 
Cannon AFB, NM in 
April, we really, really 
need to be ready to start 
our 2023 Airshow season 
at the TBM Reunion in 
Peru, IL on May 19th & 
20th.  What a better way to 
show the nation that the 
RMW has recovered, has 
our precious “309” flying 
like new, and is ready for 
big things in 2023! 
 

We, collectively, have lots 
to do before we’re ready to 
actually begin an Airshow 
season.  Knowing what 
and how to do it comes 
first.  A series of training 
classes is scheduled to 
begin Saturday March 4th 
at 9:00 AM in the RMW 
Museum (see article on 

Page 2.)  If you’re a new 
member or even an old 
timer, it’s been a long time 
since we’ve been on the 
Airshow circuit.   
 

We owe it to our Wing, the 
CAF, and our many visi-
tors and fans to be proper-
ly prepared to provide a 
spectacular showing to 
Airshow visitors.  That 
requires a constant effort 
to insure we do everything 
at TBM Airshows (from 
the time “309” is removed 
from its cocoon, spreads 
its wings, and  prepares to 
fly away) in a complete, 
safe, organized, and pro-
fessional manner. 
 

We will have everything 
working to our advantage.  
A “Like Factory New” 
TBM Engine, mounted and 
ready to go to work.in an 
airframe complete with the 
most recent 300 hour in-
spection.  We will have 
RMW Colonels trained, 
certified, and ready to 
show “309” to fans across 

the western US. 
 

Operations Officer Col 
Bob Thompson is working 
with our pilots, both expe-
rienced “309” pilots and 
hopefully some new pilots 
ready to be rated and 
checked to move our TBM 
during the Airshow season 
and beyond. 
 

Wow, it takes a lot of plan-
ning, training, scheduling, 
staging, and personal effort 
to make Airshow partici-
pation seem simple. 
 

If you haven’t attended an 
Airshow as a TBM or Cub  
flight crew or show team 
member  then get ready to 
have more fun, more satis-
faction, more  fan appreci-
ation than you ever 
thought possible. 
 

If you’re not a member of 
the Rocky Mountain Wing 
of the Commemorative Air 
force - join us - then you 
too can become an ambas-
sador of Aviation History. 
You’ll provide a connec-
tion to WWII, the role that 
military aviation played 
during the Greatest Gener-
ation’s contribution to 
world peace and prosperi-
ty.   But beyond that... 
 

...There’s nothing more 
satisfying than watching a 
12 year old stand back and 
look at how big the TBM 
is and watching that mind 
run full tilt with questions, 
then offering to give a tour 
of the airplane - just for 
them.  Try it.   
 

You’ll like it. 
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Get Ready - Mark your Calendars 

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2023 

MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS 

April 1 Bullhead City, AZ    PENDING 

 22 –23 Cannon AFB, NM    PENDING 

May 19-20 Peru, IL TBM Reunion   CONFIRMED 

 20-21 Dalhart, TX Thunder over Dalhart   PENDING** 

June 17 Boulder, CO 40’s Dance   CONFIRMED 

Aug. 12-13 Billings, MT Big Sky Airshow   CONFIRMED 

 26-27 Boise, ID Gowen Thunder Show   PENDING** 

 26 Wendover, UT Open House   CONFIRMED 

Sept. 9-10 Midland, TX CAF Airshow   PENDING 

 16-17 Montrose, CO Tribute to Aviation   CONFIRMED 

Oct. 14 –14 Grand Junction, CO Air Show   CONFIRMED 

       

WWII Torpedo Bomber 
and Navy J-3 Cub trainer.  
Think about how important 
it is that when an aircraft 
like these are flown to a far 
away place - to be put on 
display and demonstrated - 
that the individuals respon-
sible for safe and secure 
operations are properly 
trained to do so.   We owe it 
to ourselves and those that 
honor us to be professional, 
safe, and responsible . 

The RMWCAF 
2023 show 
schedule contin-
ues to expand. 
Now six con-
firmed shows 
with others wait-
ing in the wings 
to sign up “309” 
for their venue. 
Col Thompson is 
diligently work-
ing pilot qualifi-
cations and cer-
tifications along 
with Air Crew 
training. 

We have plenty of open dates in June and July that could be filled with appearances at county fairs, city celebra-
tions, group festivals, etc.- some with accompanying ride sales or ambulance / PX appearances.  Sign up to sup-
port an effort of your choice.  Contact PIO Denis Godfrey or Operations Officer Bob Thompson. 

That responsibility begins 
with proper training. So 
make sure you schedule 
yourself to attend these 
extremely important clas-
ses. 
The first class, “TBM Ba-
sics” will begin at 9:00 
AM, Saturday, March 4th.  
This class will cover gen-
eral operations of the TBM 
including all the many steps 
required to move the TBM 
from its hangar, position it 
for starting, all the ground 
pre-flight inspections and 
preparations necessary prior 
to any engine start, pre– 
taxi tests and marshaling 
the TBM (and other aircraft 
if necessary)  to reposition 

the aircraft for taxi or dis-
play.  If you’re new to 
TBM operations this class 
is a must.  Even if you’ve 
been working around the 
TBM for years, a refresher 
is in order. 
The March 18th training 
will cover all Airshow op-
erations from flight crew 
functions through PX pack-
ing, unpacking, flight oper-
ations to an Airshow, air-
craft ground crowd control. 
Wing Walk preparation and 
income management. 
Plan to attend both so 
you’ll be ready to have 
FUN at Airshows this sea-
son. 

Have You Paid Your 2023 Dues? 
Airshow Training  

The Įrst thing necessary for the 

 2023 AIRSHOW SEASON 

For a number of important 
reasons, Operations Officer 
Col Bob Thompson has 
scheduled a series of train-
ing sessions to prepare our 
Rocky Mountain Wing for 
the upcoming 2023 Air-
show season.  Keeping ‘em 
Flying is just the first part 
of our mission to Educate, 
Honor, and Inspire the pub-
lic.  We complete that mis-
sion using actual WWII 
aircraft and other memora-
bilia - in our case a real 

First Air Show 

Training Class   

3/4   9:00 AM  

RMW Museum 
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Primary Business Address 

PO Box 4125 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

Propwash Gazette Editor 
Col Tom Howe 

Phone: 970-261-0727 

e-mail:  
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

RMWCAF on the Web 

www.rmwcaf.org 

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.  

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photo of the Month 

“309” came out of its 
cocoon on Saturday, 

February 25th to show 

off it’s freshly mounted 
newly refurbished 

Wright 2600 Radial 

engine. 

The RMW wrench 

wranglers were ready 

to bring “309” back to 
life (in the Franken-

stein sense) but alas - 

as Wing Leader Col 

Fred Suevel said, 

“...Several coughs, a 
couple of hick-ups, 

killed the battery.” 
Never fear.  “309” will 
soon come out of In-

tensive care ready as 

ever! 

(See page 6) 

Wing Leader’s Report 

By Wing Leader  
Col Fred Suevel 

 

Believe it or not, but the 
propeller is now back on 
the TBM.  In the next two 
weeks, we’ll fire up the 
TBM and get it ready to 
fly by finishing up a 300 
hour check, which will 
check all moving parts 
and a complete check for 
corrosion.  We are also 
looking forward to get 
everyone who wants to 
help maintain this beauty, 
fly to airshows in the 
plane, work the PX at the 
airshows, explain to visi-
tors at the airshows the 
history of our plane and 
the history and statistics 

of TBMs, trained up at 
our upcoming ground 
schools. 

The future for our wing 
hasn’t been this bright in 
many years and this is due 
to the influx of many new 
members and to the dili-
gent work of several of 
our officers.  If things 
continue in this direction, 
we may even, someday, 
have a new museum and 
display hanger for our 
aircraft. This will be sev-
eral years from now but 
we are seriously working 
to make our wing and 
aircraft a place to come 
and visit in western Colo-
rado. 

We hope to get this ex-
citement into all of our 
members which will help 
spread the word and, 
hopefully, bring in even 
more new members. 

We’ll make sure to get the 
word out to everyone 
when we turn on this new 
engine. There’s nothing 
like the sound of a big 
radial engine running. 

March 2023 

Safety Oĸcer Col 
Jim Korber took 
this photo of  309 
with both engine 
and propeller rein-
stalled. 

Jim has some 
knicked knuckles to 
prove he did more 
that just take pho-
tos.  Thanks  RMW 
Wrench Wranglers 

Photo by Col Denis Godfrey 
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again. 
If you have time available 
to host museum (and hang-
ar) visitors during those 
hours - take a look at Col 
Dorothy Dutton’s Museum 
Tour Guide to see what it’s 
like:  

• Go to https://
www.rmwcaf.org 

• Hover over MUSE-
UM, and choose VIS-
IT THE MUSEUM 
from the dropdown 
list 

• Scroll to the bottom of 
the page and click on 
OR TAKE A VIR-
TUAL TOUR 

Acting Executive Officer 
Col Kent Taylor says, 
“Feel free to call or email 
me if being a tour guide 
strikes your fancy, or you 
have any questions.” 

acrokent@outlook.com 

PanicDemic is Over (isn’t it?) 
Time to re-Open our Museum 

 

WWII Quiz                        Answers on Page 5 

   Naval Operations and Sea Battles 

Identify the first U.S. Navy Chaplain awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor 
 

   Historic Dates 

 

Identify the first U.S. Navy vessel to sink a German U-boat 
and when? 

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford 

March 2023 

Even though our great 
museum and fantastic air-
planes continue to live 
inside the GJT Airport 
Federal Prison grounds, we 
still have a mission to per-
form and great tools to 
accomplish that mission. 
It’s time to “re-open” our 
museum to the public as 
much as is possible consid-
ering our location.. 
We have groups, families, 
and individuals that hear 
about the Rocky Mountain 
Wing and want to know 
more.   
If we advertise regular 
hours for potential at-
tendees, our visitor’s log 
will grow.  In the past 
we’ve announced that the 
RMW WWII Aviation 
History Museum is open 
from 10:00 AM to 2:00 
PM on both Saturday and 
Wednesday, once or twice 
a month. It’s time to make 
those hours available 

Thanks to RMW Col Mike 
Heiny for forwarding this 
news tid-bit to your editor.  
On October 27, 1941 the 
Pensacola [Florida] News 
Journal printed an Associat-
ed Press news release from 
October 22nd, 1941 that 
announced the US Navy had 
published a list of “Fighting 
Names” for Navy aircraft.  
The release reads: 

Fighting Names Given To 
Planes by American Navy 

Names with a belligerent 
ring hereafter will mark the 
fighting planes of the Navy, 
on orders of the Secretary of 
the Navy. 

The orders supplant for 
popular use the prosaic 
letter-numeral designa-
tions heretofore character-
istic of Navy plane identifi-
cation for such colorful 
titles as “Wildcat’, 
“Corsair,” “Kingfisher”, 
etc.” 

The new titles will be for 
popular use, the secretary 
explained, and the old desig-
nations will remain in force 
and unchanged for all offi-
cial correspondence and 
dispatches. 
Here is the list of names and 
the corresponding original 
designation: 

 

Fighters: 
Brewster F2A to be known as “Buffalo” 

Grumman F4F to be known as “Wildcat” 

Vought F4U to be know as “Corsair” 

 

Observation Scouts: 
Curtiss SO3C to be known as “Seagull” 

Navy OS2N and the Vought OS2U to be know as 
“Kingfishers” 

 

Scout bombers: 
Brewster SB2A to be known as “Buccaneer” 

Curtis SB2C to be known as “Helldiver” 

Douglas SBD to be known as “Dauntless” 

Vought SB2U to be known as “Vindicator” 

 

Patrol bombers: 
Boeing PBB to be known as “Sea Ranger” 

Martin PBM to be known as “Marliner” 

Consolidated PBY to be known as “Catalina” 

Consolidated PB2Y to be known as “Coronade” 

 

Torpedo bombers: 
Douglas TBD to be known as “Devastator” 

Grumman TBF to be known as “Avenger” 

US NAVY NAME GAME? 

 

Be Proud that as a member of the 
CAF - you are one of us that: 

 

Keep ‘em Flying 

https://www.rmwcaf.org
https://www.rmwcaf.org
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   WWII Quiz                (see page 3)                                                

Answers  

Naval Operations and Sea Battles 

 

Lt. Commander Joseph T. O’Callahan 
for his performance aboard the aircraft 
carrier Franklin after she was involved 
in a Japanese Kamikaze attack off Ja-
pan in March 1945. 
 

 Historic Dates 

 

The destroyer Roper sank U-85 off 
Wimble Shoal near Hatteras in April 
1942. 

Next staff meeting 

3/11/23 

RMWCAF hangar 

support your CAF wing.  

Feb. Staff Meeting Bullets 
Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting Notes. 

Wing Leader - Col Suevel re-
ported Engine Work Continues.  
Exhaust  Manifold took two 
days to put on.  Very difficult. 
Nose ring and Propeller are on.  
After the engine is filled with 
oil and leak checks are com-
plete the engine will be ready 
for startup. 
Talks began with the Airport 
Authority about the Museum 
and they are excited about the 
possibilities. 
We still need a Maintenance 
Officer and an Executive Of-
ficer.  Kent is filling in as XO 
until a replacement is found. 
Executive Officer - Col Taylor-
presented that he is excited 
about the outcome of the meet-
ing with the Airport Board.  
The Planning Engineers are 
helping us with the new Muse-
um facility regarding building 

roads, foundation and price.   
Kent also shared the Brochure 
he created to help us fund the 
cost of the Museum Building. 
Operations Officer -  Col 
Thompson says the process for 
Airshow Preparation has be-
gun.  Seven Airshows booked 
so far.  We need to build  a 
group of members to support 
the TBM show efforts.  Ground 
Schools are required if you are 
going to be involved with the 
planes at Airshows.  Before the 
TBM goes up, a 300 hour in-
spection is due.   
Safety Officer. -  Col Korber 
remarked that during work on 
the TBM it’s near impossible to  
not get a knicked knuckle, 
scrape, or minor cut.  We have 
a well stocked first aid kit.  The 
airport’s free used oil service 
was contacted and discovered 
they are used to working in 
quantities of 5 - 10 gallons.  
We have 100’s!  They empty 
their tank once a year in Sep-
tember. So it was decided to 
coordinate our used oil disposal 
with the September date.  Our 
annual fire extinguisher inspec-
tion was completed - $185. 
Development Officer - Col 
Beede presented the need to 

create a sponsorship form for 
local businesses to utilize. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Col Tim Dyer - CAF Avia-
tionHeritage Museum and Edu-
cation Center will be the name 
of our new building.  It is im-
portant to have a name that 
reflects who we are. 
Col Suevel reviewed how the 
Museum has been open on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays in 
the past.  We are looking for 
members to volunteer their 
time to lead tours on Wednes-
day and Saturday.  Hours are 
10:00AM - 2:00PM 

(Continued on  Page 6) 

March 2023 
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small bombers.  Denis 
restored the item, and 
it’ll be a great display 
for the Museum!  This is 
a NOS [New-Old-Stock] 
item!  Never been used. 
Donelson Lawry volun-
teered to go up in the 
attic to research what 
old radios are up there 
and look at possibly 
using these in the muse-
um or put them up for 
sale. 
Meeting adjourned at 
11:15. 

Col Denis Godfey sug-
gested we contemplate 
coming up with perma-
nent workers for specific 
assignments, i.e., Build-
ing workers, mainte-
nance, ambulance, facil-
ity manager, etc.  Col 
Tim Dyer volunteered 
for electrician. 
Denis also shared that 
he found an Electrome-
chanical Computer for a 
Sperry Bomb site in the 
attic.  It was made by 
the British in WWII for 

SomeƟmes 
Things Just Don’t 

Go as Planned 

 

You couldn’t ask for better 
February weather.  Sun-
shine, blue skies, Tempera-
tures pushing the high 40’s - 
A great day to pull The 
RMW TBM Torpedo Bomb-
er,“309”, from its cocoon 
(hangar) and  “build a 
fire” (figuratively speaking) 
in it’s shiny Wright 2600 14 
cylinder radial engine. 
 

With great anticipation of 
once again hearing that very 
deep throated, massively 
powerful, unique radial en-
gine growl, “309’s” wrench 
wranglers and on-lookers 
stood back … and heard, as 
described by RMW Wing 
Leader described, “Several 
coughs, a couple of hick-

ups, killed the battery.”   
 

Things mechanical some-
times don’t behave as ex-
pected. 
 

Disappointment?  Yes. 
Defeat?  Absolutely Not!! 

Staff Meeting Bullets 
(Continued from Page 5) 

Was ist das ? 

This photo and narrative was 
sent to the Propwash Editor 
from a friend of the Wing in 
Montrose.  He received it 
from a friend (unknown) that 
knows a thing or two about 

WWII fighters.  Here’s the 
narrative that accompanied 
the photo: 
It appears to be a German 
workshop for aircraft at the 
end of World War Two.  But 
look what the Huns have 
sitting in the building.  The 
one in the foreground ap-
pears to be a P-47 Model 
C.  It isn’t the Model D be-
cause the D had a bubble 
canopy for better visibility 
(and a tad longer tail).  This 
is pretty clearly the slightly 
older Model C.  This P-47 is 
in German markings.  Looks 
like a G.I. is standing next to 
the P-47.  

Notice father back there 
appears to be a P-51D Mus-
tang fuselage.  The wing 
section is probably the P-51 
wings.  

In the background stenciled 
on the building’s internal 
structure are the German 
words “Rauchen Verboten” 
– meaning “No Smoking”.  

Several times I read short 
articles attributed to U.S. 
fliers that they encountered 
in combat U.S. aircraft with 
German markings. 



 HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE 
 Page 7 

 

RMW Assistant Web 
Master. 
 

Qualifications: 
 Access to Internet. 
 Comfortable working 

with computer graphics 
and video. 

 Some Web Management 
experience helpful. 

 4 - 8 Hours per month. 
 Contact Col Kent Taylor 

 RMW.Executive@gmail.com 

 

 

 

RMW PX Apprentice 

Qualifications: 
 Ability to count to more 

than 103. 
 Desire to help maintain 

the RMW’s major 
source of operating in-
come. 

Duties Include: 
 Assist in stocking and 

packing PX equipment 
and materials in TBM for  
travel to Airshows. 

 Aid in placing orders 
with suppliers to main-
tain operating inventory. 

Contact: 

 Col Georgia Thompson 

 rvtglt38@earthlink.net 

Help Wanted 

  

 

For Sale Help Wanted 

WARBIRD PILOTS 

The RMW is always looking 
for pilots to fly our WWII 
Warbirds.   
Qualifications: 
 Desire to have unique 

flying FUN and experi-
ence. 

 Interest in flying WWII 
Grumman TBM Avenger 
Navy Torpedo Bomber 
and / or Piper J-3 Cub 
WWII Primary Trainer. 

 FAA Certified Pilot 
(Commercial Pilot rating 
desired.) 

 Tail Wheel Endorse-
ment. 

 Satisfy a flying dream! 
 

Contact: 
 

 Col Bob Thompson  
 RMW.Operations@gmail.com 

 

 

Help  

Send Ad Text or bids to: 
RMW.EducaƟon@gmail.com 

Become a Member  

 

Rocky Mountain 
Wing 

 

Commemorative  
Air Force !! 

 

Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of 
one of the 89 units, world 
wide, that strive to Educate 
today’s Children and younger 
generations about the history 
of our nation’s ongoing fight 
for freedom; Inspire reasons 
for today’s and tomorrow’s 
generations to recognize the 
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of 
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so 
much to protect & guarantee 
our freedom and liberty.  
 

To carry this message the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to 
fight for those freedoms. 
 

We’re a totally volunteer 
supported organization that 
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed.  Come 
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber 
and Piper NE-1 Primary 
Trainer Aircraft to carry our 
message to the public. 
 

If you’re not a “joiner”, you 
can still help.  The CAF is a 
501 (c)(3) charity and all 
donations are totally tax de-
ductible.  Help us help you! 

Just a little tilted. 

What’s Your Excuse? 

All proceeds go to 
the “309” Engine Fund 

March 2023 

Main Gear Tow Bar 

 Like new @ $1,000 - 
this is yours for only 
$700. 
 

Contact Colonel Kent Tay-
lor , RMW Executive Of-
ficer for more details.   

Boeing Stearman  
Canopy 

Brand new Stearman K-27 
full cockpit canopy. 
 

Completely covers both front 
and rear cockpits to keep that 
wind out of your “-do”  and 
will make that winter cockpit 
time more fun and less fight. 


