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EDUCATE           INSPIRE           HONOR 

  
NEW SCHEDULE!! 

 

The Open House has been 
approved and rescheduled 
for June 8.  The earlier 
date did not allow ample 
time for the scheduling 
approval from the Grand 
Junction Airport (GJT) 
Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) to 
have the event at our air-
port facility. 
 
However, the original May 
11th weekend will be 
available for Warbird 
Rides in the TBM with 
Pilot Bill Sheppard who 
will be spending several 
days here to pilot TBM 
rides.   
 
If Cub pilot Andy Gaier’s 
scheduling permits, Cub 
rides will be available as 
well. 
 
Several TBM riders have 
been waiting for the TBM 
to be ready to grace the 
skies above the Grand Val-

ly.  Having “309’s” Wright 
2600 radial engine’s pow-
erful growl echoing off the 
Bookcliffs will be a re-
minder to those watching 
and listening, that the 
Rocky Mountain Wing is 
again an active part of 
Grand Junction's recent 
history.  Not many across 
our nation have the oppor-
tunity to watch and hear a 
U.S. National Historic 
aircraft embellish their 
skies. 
 
May 11th is our regular 
Membership + Staff meet-
ing so plan to attend and 
be ready to not only final-
ize planning and support 
for the June 8 Open House, 
but support the May 11th 
Ride Day. 
 
The weather is becoming 
more TBM, Cub, and 
Colonel friendly so check 
around the Museum, 
Hangars, and ramp to spot 
those spring clean-up. fix-
up, and round-up things 
that have been put off dur-
ing the winter.  If unable to 
spot a chore, ask one of 
your staff members or Mu-
seum Curator, Col Kip 
Howe, what you can do to 
help. 
 
There’s always something 
- like polishing the oxi-
dized paint off the ambu-

lance so new dress up de-
cals can be installed. 
 
How about entering email 
addresses out of the guest 
book into a file in the Mu-
seum laptop (see Col Kip 
Howe) so they can be add-
ed to our “Visitors” Prop-
wash distribution list? (if 
you can’t read it, don’t 
guess.) 
 
Maintenance Officer Col 
Jim Korber probably has 
something in his hangar 
that needs polishing to 
help make “309” shine 
even more proud. 
 
We’ll need to advertise the 
June 8th Open House by 
word of mouth, by poster, 
and any other means you 
can imagine. 
 
Hopefully there will be 
posters available - take a 
few and post them on you 
neighbors front door, in 
the restrooms at your con-
venience store.  No, do not 
post them on the Stop Sign 
at the end of the street. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 11 Warbird Rides 

June 8 Open House 
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 - Getting Ready - Mark your Calendars 

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 
MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS 

MAR 23, 24 Glendale, AZ Luke Days Aero Expo   PENDING 

APR 5, 6 Laughlin / Bullhead, AZ Laughlin/Bullhead Airshow   PENDING 

MAY 17, 18 Peru, IL TBM Avenger Reunion   CONFIRMED 

JUN 2 Holomon AFB, NM Legacy of Liberty   PENDING 

 15 Bloulder, CO 40’s Dance   CONFIRMED 

 29, 30 Hill AFB, UT Warriors Over Wasatch   PENDING 

AUG 17, 18 Colorado Springs, CO Pikes Peak Reg. Air Show  ? ON HOLD 

 24 Sheridan, WY Pending information   PENDING 

 24, 25 Offutt AFB, NE Defenders of Freedom   PENDING 

SEPT 13, 14 Cheyenne, WY Wild West Airshow   PENDING 

 14, 15 Montrose, CO Salute to Aviation   CANCELLED 

 28 Spanish Fork, UT Wings & Wheels   CONFIRMED 

OCT 12, 13 El Paso, TX Amigo Airshow   PENDING 

       

pole above our Muse-
um. 
 
Shown here is a covey 
of Colonels saluting 
the new flag at it’s first 
rising ceremony, Satur-
day, April 27, 2024. 
 
Many thanks to Home 
Depot, it’s staff and 
management. 

The 2024 Show 
season wasn’t 

kicked off as we 
hoped, but we are 

going to have a 
great season any-

way 
 

May 11th Ride Day 
and then the TBM 

Avenger Reunion in 
Peru, IL  will kick 
thing into gear.. 

 
Are you ready to 
support Holomon 
AFB, Boulder 40’s 

Dance and Hill AFB 
in June? 

 

 
The next time you 
need home repair or 
home living goods you 
might want to remem-
ber that the Grand 
Junction Home Depot 
has once again, thanks 
to Colonel Kay John-
son’s efforts, donated a 
U.S. Flag that the 
Rocky Mountain Wing 
proudly displays on the 

There is a 

place to play 

in July? 

WHERE! 

Be creative! 

Thanks    
Home  
Depot! 

Present Arms! 
 
Colonels (l to r): 
 
  Korber 
  Thompson 
  Webb 
  Johnson 
  Dyer 

Photo by Col D. Lawry 
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Primary Business Address 
PO Box 4125 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

Propwash Gazette Editor 
Col Tom Howe 

Phone: 970-261-0727 
e-mail:  

RMW.Education@gmail.com 

RMWCAF on the Web 
www.rmwcaf.org 

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.  

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photo of the Month 

Wing Leader’s Report 

By Wing Leader  

Col Fred Suevel 

Open House date change. 
Due to TSA rules we have to 
move our Open House from 
Saturday, May 11, to Satur-
day, June 8.  We have an 
airshow on June 2 and one 
on June 15, so it’s going to 
be a busy three weeks.  I 
expect everyone to help with 
the open house. 
 
Our TBM pilot, Bill Shep-
ard, will be arriving Thurs-
day, May 9t. Between Fri-
day, May 10, and the plane’s 
departure to Peru, IL, on 
May 16, he will be available 
to fly customers in the TBM 
for some great views around 
the Grand Valley.  We will 
need help on those days with 
the TBM.  I’ll make sure to 
keep you notified on flying 
dates and times. 

 
Unfortunately, for reasons 
unknown, the Montrose Air 
Show has been cancelled 
this year.  It’s a real shame 
to not be able to go to one of 
our favorite shows. Hopeful-
ly, this great show will solve 
this year’s problem and be 
back next year. 
 
We still have a very active 
calendar for airshows this 
year.  Please take a few 
minutes to review our air-
show schedule on our web-

site and seriously consider 
crewing one of them.  Any-
one interested in working 

crew for one of these shows, 
please contact Bob Thomp-
son, Operations Office.  

May 2024 

The AD Seaplane Type 1000 also known as the Admiralty Type 1000 and the AD.1 (from Air 
Department) was a British seaplane of the First World War designed to attack German warships. 
When it first flew, it was the largest British aircraft yet to take to the air.   Only two were built.  It 
was found that its weight was higher than expected, its performance was unexpectedly poor and 
its undercarriage was not robust enough.  It carried a crew of five.  We’ve come a long way, baby! 

Probably the first Torpedo Bomber 
From Wikipedia 

An honored visitor stopped by the RMW Museum.  Col Jim 
Over, one of the original founders ot the Rocky Mountain 
Wing and early TBM “309” pilots, dropped in to see old neigh-
bor Col Bob Thompson and visit with “309.”   Welcome Back 
Jim - It’s good to see you.  Shown Above l to r:  Col Bob 
Thompson, Col Jim Over, John Usher.  It was a good day in 
the neighborhood. 

Photo by Col D. Lawry 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Department
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Department
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seaplane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landing_gear
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WWII Quiz                        Answers on Page 5 

    
Multiple Choice 
 

Which country suffered the greatest merchant marine 
losses during the way? 
   
  A.  Britain    B.  Japan    C.  Germany    D.  U.S. 

 
The Air War 
 

Identify the only Allied jet aircraft to enter service  
during the war. 

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford 

Mechanical  
Bits & Pieces 

May 2024 
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   WWII Quiz                (see page 4)                                                

Answers  

 

Multiple Choice 
 
A. Britian with 4786 followed by Japan 
2,364; Germany 1,595; U.S., 578. 
 
The Air War 
 
The Gloster Meteor III, which made its 
inaugural flight on March 5, 1943, but 
didn’t face enemy aircraft until July 
1944.  The actually faced V-1 bombs 
but not piloted planes. 

Next RMW meeting 

5/11/24 

RMW Museum 

Feb Ex Staff Meeting Bullets 
Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting notes. 

Meeting Chaired by Cols Bob 
Thompson and Joe Webb be-
cause of lost Leader and gali-
vanting Executive Officer. 
 
Adjutant:  Col Webb Presented 
appreciation for all the hard 
work the Maintenance crew has 
been busy with on both the 
TBM and the Cub.  Our planes 
are in really good shape! 
 
Operations: Col Thompson out-
lined 2024 Show Schedule to 
date: 

Peru, IL.   May 17-18    Bill 
Sheppard is now flying 
Peru.  Budgeting 60-70 
gallons per hour for 
normal cruise. 

June 2nd – Chris is sched-
uled to pilot the Hollo-
man AF Base show in 
Alamogordo NM. 

Boulder 40s dance 

Hill AFB 
Sheridan? 
Offit – NE? 
Cheyenne? 
Spanish Fork is Good 
Randy Kemp is a pilot can-

didate – Needs T6 time.  
Dance 21st September – 

TSA Notify NOW!   
 
Maintenance:  Maintenance 
Office Korber was wayfaring 

somewhere in the planet.  Col 
Thompson reviewed the Traxx-
all Maintenance program the 
CAF is implementing to aid the 
CAF’s 180 plus aircraft Mainte-
nance crews .  The total integra-
tion will take some time but be 
operationally beneficial. 
 
Events:  The Open house is 
scheduled for [updated - Ride 
day May 11th ] and we should 
have  TBM and Cub Pilot avail-
ability.  [Open House now June 
8.] 
 
Volunteer jobs include: 
 
   Advertising – publicity!  Bea-
con, Sentinel, KREX or KJCT  
10-2 pm 
 
Gate – Cones to turn left after 
Gate – Signs out at interstate!  
New head of security Dillon – 
Fred will let him know.  No 
food.  PX, TBM and Cub on 
display. 
Col Thompson will get a new 30
-inch decal for the side of TBM. 
 
New Business 
Dance – A meeting qwas called 
at the end of the general meeting 
to start to plan for the Hangar 
Dance scheduled for September 
21st.       
 
Col Swinehart will research the 
cost of a large tent instead of a 
hangar for the Dance. 

Member & Board Meeting Apr 13, 2024 

May 2024 
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TBMs, Depth Bombs, 
And FIDOs 

By Col Tom Howe 
Editor 

 
As WWII progressed, TBM 

Avengers’ payloads were 

even more versatile than 

most think. Two anti-

submarine devices devel-

oped during WWII were 

carried by Avengers while 

providing submarine hunt-

ing (and sinking) duties 

from onboard carriers. 

 

The Depth-Bomb and FIDO 

(torpedo) were developed 

for aerial use against enemy 

submarines.   

 

Used heavily by land-based 

sub-hunters like the B-24, 

and Catalina Flying Boats, 

these devices could be 

effective against subma-

rines caught on the sur-

face and trying to dive 

to avoid detection. 

 

A flying aircraft could 

usually spot a sub on 

the surface before the sub 

saw the aircraft.  That gave 

the aircraft a short but open 

window to attack before the 

sub could dive.  It usually 

took about 30 seconds for 

the sub to initiate its crash 

dive and another couple of 

minutes actually to sub-

merge and begin its de-

scent.   

 

This window of opportunity 

closed fast, but if gained, 

could be deadly.   

 

 

 

May 2024 

for an acoustical signal 

from the target submarine. 

Once it had the signal, it 

attacked its target. 

 

When working out of range 

of land-based sub-hunting  

 

 

aircraft, the versatile TBM 

became the fleet's aerial sub

-hunter. The TBM couldn’t 

carry the large volume of 

Depth Bombs and FIDO 

that a B-24 would, but sub-

marines were an adversary 

 

 

Two different devices were 

used: 

 

Depth Bomb: 

 

A device that, if dropped 

within about 30 feet of the 

diving sub, would detonate 

at a 50-foot depth, hopeful-

ly close enough to the sub’s 

pressure hull to cause hull 

failure.  Dropping these 

bombs was like hunting fast

-flying ducks.  The pilot 

had to lead the diving sub 

trying to place the Depth 

Bomb aside from the sub’s 

conning tower. 

 

 

 

The Depth bombs were 

designed to hit the water 

and travel about 30 feet 

ahead while beginning to 

sink.  Effectively dropping 

these was definitely a sport-

ing affair. 

 

FIDO: 

 

FIDO was the code name 

for a small autonomous 

acoustically homing torpe-

do that, when dropped next 

to a submerged submarine, 

ran itself in a circle, looking 

that couldn’t be ignored just 

because of their distance 

from land. 

 

The Depth Bombs and 

FIDOs were effective – a 

total of 37 submarines were 

directly sunk by 

FIDOs. 

 

The Depth Bombing 

wasn’t as successful 

in sinking submarines 

but often took them out of 

service until they returned 

home for repairs. 

 

Two Depth Bombs and one FIDO in a TBM 
Torpedo Bay  

Depth Bomb 

FIDO 
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RMW PX Apprentice 
Contact: 

Col Georgia Thompson 

Help Wanted 

Reception? 
          Meeting? 

           Reunion? 
Demonstration? 
         Gathering? 
 
Need a meeting place 
with room for 10 up to 
40+? 
 
Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?) 
 
Would a private kitchen 
be handy? 
 
Need it to be secure?  
(or not)! 
 
Lots of Private Parking! 
  
Why not meet in a Mu-
seum?  A unique Muse-
um at that!  Why not 
meet in a Museum - 
totally private - sur-
rounded by aviation and 
WWII memorabilia? 
 
The RMWCAF Museum 
at the Grand Junction 
Airport is for rent for 
your gathering.  Contact 
Wing Leader Colonel 
Fred Suevel 
<RMW.leader@gmail.com> 
or (847) 951-4676 for 
more information. 
  
You’ll be glad you did!! 
 
Your Guests will be too! 
  

For Rent 

NEW 

Aircraft Tie Down  
Space Available 

 
If you or someone you 
know has need for an 
aircraft tie-down at the 
Grand Junction Airport 
(GJT) or would be inter-
ested in moving their 
tiedown to a more con-
venient location at GJT, 
The Rocky Mountain 
Wing CAF has tie-down 
space available.  Easy 
access, Lots of parking, 
rest rooms (including 
shower) access includ-
ed.  Only $60.00 per 
month.  Contact Col 
Thompson: 
 
RMW.Operations@gmail.com 

Help  

Send Ad Text or bids to: 
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

Become a Member  

 

Rocky Mountain 
Wing 

 

Commemorative  
Air Force !! 

 
Join the other members that 
help Western Colorado stand 
out as the home of one of the 
89 units, world wide, that 
strive to Educate today’s 
Children and younger gener-
ations about the history of 
our nation’s ongoing fight for 
freedom; Inspire reasons for 
today’s and tomorrow’s gen-
erations to recognize the need 
to reinforce those freedoms, 
and Honor those of our cur-
rent and past generations that 
willingly faced so much to 
protect & guarantee our free-
dom and liberty.  
 
To carry this message the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to 
fight for those freedoms. 
 
We’re a totally volunteer 
supported organization that 
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed.  Come 
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber 
and Piper NE-1 Primary 
Trainer Aircraft to carry our 
message to the public. 
 
If you’re not a “joiner”, you 

can still help.  The CAF is a 
501 (c)(3) charity and all 
donations are totally tax de-
ductible.  Help us help you! 

Just a little tilted. 

What’s Your Excuse? 

Ride In a 
Real WWII 

WARBIRD 

Grumman TBM Avenger 
Torpedo Bomber 

Piper NE-1 J3 Cub 

Do you collect Aviation 
Artifacts from WWII.  The 
Rocky Mountain Wing has 
many WWII aircraft engine 
parts, Radio Parts, Airframe 
Parts available for sale.  All 
proceeds are Tax Deducti-
ble.  Contact Col Donelson 
Lawrey  

 

(RMW.Executive@gmail.com) 

May 2024 




