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Saints and a quick stop
with St Hyrum in St John

You Thought it was easy

Once again | opened the box of chocolates. It all started when |
opened my mouth! With the cancellation of several military
airshows this year, the RMW had time to create an event of it's
own. It was just a good idea | had! But within a few minutes Col
Donelson Lawry tasked me to organize it.

What did | just step into?
Weeks or months earlier Col Hyrum Webb’s barnstorming brain
had already concocted a similar rides event in a similar town and
in a similar geographical location.
So...St John AZ was added to St George UT and The Saints Tour
became official.
St George UT was my idea. It’s the home of CPO Don Stephens
USN, ret. Don’s family came to GJT a couple years ago and gave
him the chance to fly in a TBM. It was not his first flight! Don was
one of those smart kids in school. His principal in high school gets
a lot of credit for encouraging his thirst of knowledge in the field of
electronics. And like a smart kid, at the age of 17 in 1943, he
enlisted in the US Navy to avoid being drafted in the Army. During
the war he served on Guam and in the Philippines repairing all
sorts of electronic equipment on TBM’s. Serving five years, he
returned to civilian life before re-enlisting for another three years
when the Korean War broke out. Serving our country proudly he re-
entered civilian life to thrive and have a wonderful and loving
family. Eighty years later, we all gathered to celebrate the
freedoms and liberty the Greatest Generation ensured for us all - Don and Col Doug Kemp pose for a moment
and that is why we fly. Continued p2 before loading up on the honor flight Pa ge 1

KEEP 'EM FLYING
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Friday morning the crew assembled at 6am in the hangar. The ground crew
consisted of Cols Jim Korber, Fred Suvel and Donelson Lawry. They had
already packed the bilge and pre-flight checks were under way. “309” was
pulled into the rising sunlight and pre-flights continued till everyone was
satisfied it was time to go. Moments later, the R2600 roared to life waking all
the sleeping airplanes in nearby hangars. We were on the way until | realized
| had left my phone and wallet in the ready room, oops!
A quick call and Col Donelson Lawry was zooming down the taxiway on his
bicycle to save the day! Finally, “309” and crew were on the way.
The flight down was beautiful, as always when flying RMW airlines. We
landed close to on schedule in St George.
Hosted by the Western Sky Aviation Warbird Museum, we were greeted with
open arms and smiles. Don Stephens stood proud in his dress uniform
watching us, his family by his side. As Don approached “309” he hesitated,
looked at “309” then firmly pushed his walker away and continued over.
It’s a moment| won’t forget.
The airplane was surrounded by all the folks awaiting our arrival. Then the
introductions and the “good to see you again’s” with Don’s family began.
Kirk Lawrenz, with Western Sky Aviation Museum, and the other volunteers
had prepared the facility for the event. Tables were set up for guests, drinks
and snacks were all there and the atmosphere was perfect. | love St George
and the RMW will be going back there.
The RMW crew set up the wing walk and a PX inside the museum right next
to a sweet MIG. The Museum has a great assortment of flying and static
airplanes to see, an awesome simulator, Link Trainers and so much more.
It wasn’t long before the rides started. Don was presented with his custom
flight suit patch (thank you Col Andy Gaier) and his lifetime achievement
plaque from the RMW (thank you Col Donelson Lawry).
After suiting up, Don and his granddaughter Julie eventually got in the
airplane after lots of photos were taken. ABC news covered the event, the
link follows, https://www.abc4.com/news/southern-Utah/veteran-travel-
world-war-two-plane/
The flight was absolutely fantastic, judging by the smiles on Don’s and
Julie’s faces. Flight after flight, the smiles grew as family members each took
rides and experienced the thrill of the TBM Avenger.
Throughout the day emotions were triggered in all of us, mine included.
What we were doing was one of those things that make life so precious.
We all gave of ourselves for others, and honored a man who in perilous
times gave so much of himself for the freedoms we hold so dear.

continued P7
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Congrats to Col Stu Lynn and crew on an effective
“Saints” tour of St. George UT and St John AZ. We
flew a Honor Flight for a 100 year old veteran, and
completed a record number of ride flights in the

TBM. This event exemplified the RMW and CAF
mission to Educate, Inspire and Honor. These words
are not cliché, they mean something and RMW
delivered. As effective as this mission was for rides,
we will make them even more so by streamlining our
RMW website, scheduling, and required forms. We're
working the website now and it'll be active in a couple
weeks.

Do we look forward to doing more of this in the
future? You know that! Returning to St. George,
doing small airport appearances, being creative, and
moving the mission forward. All this and our
upcoming airshows in Peru, IL, Boulder Dance, and
July 4t

Be thinking of ways YOU can help us at RMW by
participating in flying, parades, food, and fun on the
25% anniversary of USA!

We look forward to our next meeting and rides day
coming up on May 9t. We will fly the Cub, TBM, and
meet up all on the same day. We will engage all our
attending members monthly for this activity, there well
be much to do. Much fun to be had. We also have
created a list of wing things to do, so take a look in
the kitchen, well post those task there.

This meeting style is new- I know we can pull it off,
be effective, safe, and have fun.

I'm bringing hot dogs.
Donelson Lawry

CAF Rocky Mountain Wing
www.rmwecaf.org
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Did you know ?

Starting in Sept of 41 thru may of 44
Germany sent 62 U-boats into the
Mediterranean. None of them got out!
Getting into the Mediterranean through
the Straits of Gibraltar was no easy
task as it was heavily patrolled and
guarded by the Allies. Getting out of the
Mediterranean was an impossible task
due to that.

What | didn’t know till recently was that
there's a very strong current always
going into the Mediterranean. This
made it impossible for U-boats to re-
enter the Atlantic submerged and a
certain death sentence attemptingit on
the surface. Many of the U-boats that
gotin simply turned off the electric
motors, went dead silent to avoid
sound detection and drifted into
Mediterranean.

Knowing this, Germany still sent U-
boats in attempting to stop the Allied
advance. Of the 62 U-boats, 19 were
sunk or scuttled entering or attempting
to getin through the straits. Many were
sunk within days of entering in the clear
shallow waters of the Sea. This made it
a very dangerous place to be a sub
mariner with so many allied airbases in
the area. The Germans had some
limited success, most notably the
sinking of the HMS Ark Royal and HMS
Barham, but with the liberation of N
Africa the last U-boat was scuttled in
Aug of 44.

Notably, British submarines did take
credit for sinking several U-boatsin
the Mediterranean during the war.



http://www.rmwcaf.org/

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

h { { { { hd
FOLHY MOUNTAIN WiNG A7A SHOW SLHEDULE U256

DAY LOCATION SHOW TBM  CUB STATUS
21 Grand Junction Flying Days - COMPLETED
11 Grand Junction Cub Rides Day - Postponed due
to high winds
APRIL 24-26 St George Utah and St John The Saints tour Don Stephens and COMPLETED
- Az rides days -
MAY 13-17 Peru Illinois TBM Avenger Reunion - CONFIRMED
MAY 23 Grand Junction TBM Rides day - CONFIRMED
m 20 Boulder, CO Boulder Ball - CONFIRMED
| JUNE PR Hill AFB Ogden, UT Warriors Over The Wasatch - - CANCELLED
4 Grand Junction Flying Rides — 250t USA - PENDING
AUGUST 8-9 Offutt AFB Omaha, NB Defenders of Freedom Air and CONFIRMED
22-23 Billings, MT Yellowstone International Air Show - CONFIRMED
“ 5 Centennial Airport Denver Wings over the Rockies - CONFIRMED
B o Elko Nevada Elko Sky Fair - CONFIRMED
B s Spanish Fork, UT Wings and Wheels T CONFIRMED
3-4 Grand Junction, CO Grand Junction Airshow - CONFIRMED
10 Grand Junction 40”s Dance - CONFIRMED
24-25 EL Paso TX Amigo Airshow T PENDING
| Oct Y Durant,Ok Halloween airport/rides - PENDING
7-8 Dallas TX CAF HQ Airshow - PENDING

Col’s Doug and Randy Kempf took a moment Friday
to rest in style between flights at the Western Sky The Kempf brothers turning the prop before heading
Aviation Museum in St. George UT. to St John AZ, Col Burrell counted to nine
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Snider's YWabb
A condensed version of the
April 11 2026 staff meeting

Compiled by Col Joe/Spider Webb

Wing Leader’s Comments
Donelson Presented:

Cubrides are scheduled for the second Saturday of each month. It has been decided

that Cub rides will now be held in conjunction with TBM rides on the same day.

- The RMW website update in work.

-The Missouri CAF Wing Website example was presented.

- The PACARROW Group, May 3rd, two-hour event. Pack Arrow Cub Group visits May 3rd; we will
receive a $250 hosting fee. Badged personnel (Tim, Tim, Jim, Fred) are needed for escort and
management. Contact TSA.

CAF RMW Goals for 2026:

* Add 10 Rides Days at GJT TBM and/or Cub §

¢ Add Rides at each show g o g

¢ Increase Cub Rides 100% %

¢ Fill Development Officer ‘? e

¢ Fill Education Officer
¢ We are in need of a Public Information Officer ,/5
¢ Clean out and organize Cub Hangar

¢ Add Goal Evaluation in December

¢ $25000 in TBM Maintenance Account

¢ Rent 12 the Cub Hangar

¢ Add Goal Evaluation in December

e Get our new members involved — make a list of projects for new members.

Action Items:

-TBMrides can be scheduled in Grand Junction in May to sell TBM and Cub rides.
-Get reports and articles to Chief Editor, Stu!

-RMW held a Moment of Silence for Ray W. Kinney of Dallas, TX, who was featured in the Gone West
section of the recent CAF Dispatch Magazine. He flew the Corsair and had years of involvement with
CAF. Bob knew him personally.

—Thankyou to Carol Over for sponsoring our J3 CUB. She and her husband helped found the Rocky
Mountain wing and built our hangars. They live in Sheridan, WY.

—-A “Fred Haise in Air &Space” zoom presentation is available for the Wing to present on Saturday, July

25th. Fred Has an extensive career as a fighter pilot, aerospace engineer, research pilot, astronaut and
executive which spans 45 years of aerospace history including the formation of NASA, flying to the
moon aboard Apollo 13, design/development of the Space Shuttle orbiter and the creation of a space
station that would later become the International Space Station.

Operations Officer: Bob Presented for Jim:

2026 Air Show and Event Updates

Offutt Air Show

The Offutt Air Show is now officially confirmed for August 8-9. Preparations for participation are
underway.

Holloman AFB

Bob recently recontacted Holloman Air Force Base following a cancellation. He submitted an
application

and expects to receive an update by Monday.

Continued on next page Page 5
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Cannon AFB

Cannon Air Force Base remains a possible event location. Further details will be provided as they
become available.

Boulder Event

Gary MacFarquhar will serve as the pilot for the Boulder event, with crew members Jordan and Mark
Meiner confirmed. The fourth crew member is yet to be determined. Keith will be traveling to the event.
The team has eight passes available, which results in one extra pass.

The proposal for Hill Air Force Base has been submitted. The organizers have notyet made a decision
regarding participation.

The Elko, Spanish Fork, and Grand Junction Airshows are confirmed and will proceed as planned.
Centennial Rides Day
The Centennialrides day has been approved and will take place as scheduled.
Peru Air Show
The Peru Air Show will be the first official air show for the year. Randy will be the pilot, Pilotis Randy
and the Crew — Gary Mc, Jim, Donelson.
Wings Over Dallas
There are concerns about the weather for the Wings Over Dallas event in November. Bob has not
received a reply to his email or phone calls regarding the event.
Cheyenne Airshow
The Cheyenne Airshow is still a potential event, but there has been no response from the organizers.
Offutt and Yellowstone (Billings)
Both Offutt and Yellowstone (Billings) airshows have been contacted. The team is awaiting feedback
from Billings.
Roswell, New Mexico, could be considered for a future air show event.
Pilots;
- Karl Gasler is following up with his requirements. He requires the LOA form before he can
proceed with practice on the TBM.
- Andrew Marvin has completed his 100 hours and submitted the 601 forms; he is approved to
continue in the process.
- Doug Kemp needs to complete his heavy tail wheel hours. He brings significant experience to the
program.
Last Tuesday, March 31st- General Aviation Meeting was here at the Museum along with the Airport
Authority.

The "Saints Tour" will take place in St. Johns, AZ and St. George,
UT on April 24th and 25™ with an honor ride dedicated to CPO
Don Stephens USN Ret., who served as a radioman with an
Avenger group after WW2. The event is hosted by Western Sky
Aviation Warbird Museum in ST George.

Maintenance Officer: Hyrum Presented:

The tailwheel down light switch is currently being adjusted.

Donelson has completed the installation of the cylinder head temperature gauge.

The TBM performed successfully during the flight.

Today’s work included adding safety wire, mounting the wheel onto the rim, and attending to the tail
wheel.

RMW 40s Dance Update //‘\
Keith asked for help finding sponsors. FCl may donate $2500. Members should < o
suggest potential % / e¥
sponsors. "\'} ; 00‘?

A local church has donated chairs previously loaned for the event. Permanent 0‘-;“’

storage options need to be considered Pa ge 6



Editors choice, Photo of the month

l'!

Saturday morning “309” fired up for one lastride in St
George before we loaded up and departed for St John Az.
Crossing as close as legal to the Grand Canyon the flight
was a geological portrait of colors to behold. Arriving to
an impending storm, we were greeted by Col Hyrum
Webb, a small part of his large family and local
townsfolk. Plans had changed due to the winds forecast,
so the rides schedule started almost immediately . By
the time the second ride landed, St John’s life-changing
burrito’s had arrived at the FBO and the winds were
starting to gather strength. Plans were again modified
and the third flight used the shorter runway due to the
stronger wind direction. Pilot Randy Kempf made the
decision to lighten the load in “309” for our departure
and return flight to GJT and just four hours after arriving,
we were racing home ahead of the storm.

Surfing a strong wind - | think we hit 230 knots on the way
back. Our faithful ground crew was waiting when we
touched down to put “309” away after a marathon of
rides and a weekend of priceless memories.

The St John’s Parker Family Fliers
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We do it because we thought it was easy, ciorsopinion

So the TBM Pilot says: "The Cylinder Head Temperature, (CHT) sensor in the middle of the instrument panel has never
worked, and the one on the lower is intermittent.” I say, “ok, well fix those” or something cheerly and no problem,
simple. Well reuse or fix the old ones and buy new wire and sensors as needed. The Pilot says “"OK good, and I have a
indicator Id like to swap out.” More “no problem, we got this,” responses. The fun begins.

This story is from a nerd to nerds so read on if you want to know how we got to fixing the CHT system= sensor, wire
harness, indicator, splice junctions, insulation and wire harness clamps...

First, was to take apart the Exhaust Gas Temperature (EGT), we simply removed the wiring from the sensor — cut — leaving
the sensor plugging the hole in the exhaust manifold, to prevent hot gas escape. The TBM engine monitoring favors the
CHT over the EGT. Then lets take out the old CHT sensors which are gasket-type that fit under the spark plugs in two of
the fourteen cylinders. Harness and indicators were removed. RMW's TBM configuration, there are three sensors, two
CHT and one EGT. We removed them all plus harnesses. Now “we” thought that reuse possible for the intermittent

CHT. Not really, we repaired some harness nicks, and insulation and looked at a peculiar pin to terminal block connection
warily since its OEM (original equipment) thick and robust for the time but that is past due as it turns out.

Now we decided to order replacement CHT sensors from a huge provider that begins with an A. These arrived and were
seemingly the wrong type since heat gun testing did not register on the new indicator, new old stock that is. Ohmic test
showed these higher than the original sensors as well, thus the thinking then was to order parts from our reliable TBM
parts and service friends in Peru, IL. This new old stock part seems fine but did not register temperatures with the same
tests. We also did a boiling water test with these sensors with inconclusive, but initially these sensors read close to
100degC. This is telling of the moral of the story here, do your homework first- review how a thermocouple works,
Thomas Seebeck effect dissimilar metals create a thermal junction, where voltage develops proportional to the difference in
junction temperatures.....digress, fascinating look it up.

Know what type thermocouple the indicator is compatible with, see the new one is different that the installed

indicator. Know which type of extension wire is needed, again this is dependent on the thermocouple type, which are
different alloys designed for different conditions and temperature ranges and accuracy. Know how to properly splice these
connections- soldering can introduce contamination in the form of dissimilar metals, crimps then are preferred for
accuracy. High temperature insulation is required for the TBM; PVC insulation common on thermocouple wire can melt at
200degC, too low for our use. I called it three equations and three unknowns: first the indicator-what type of
thermocouple K, J, T? second the wire extension — these need to be the same type of thermocouple=alloy and not just
shielded twisted pair, or copper lamp cord. There is pride involved here too, I had not used thermocouple circuits in the
past, so was learning and not asking the right questions. Now then the last of three unknowns the sensor itself, of course
the same type K/J is needed. ] type available through a parts distributor worked best in our application as it includes 5 feet
of metal shielding that allows a splice to be made and importantly heat shrink insulated outside and away from the high
heat of the engine bay. The original and old stock sensor replacements were only 18 inches long and the type is not
identified. The splice with these would not be simple to insulate since they would lie right over the cylinders. Doing the
homework first, then ordering the right parts would have been more efficient and in the end, saved time. This took weeks
longer due to part delivery and return delays.

But as much FUN? Maybe, I'm not sure now.

Submitted by Col Donelson Lawry
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