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It is Official - “309” is BACK

Grumman TBM “309” is
not only back, but provid-
ed attendees at the October
14th and 15th Grand Junc-
tion Air Show a flying
presentation. Yes, not
only did Rocky Mountain
Wing (RMW) Commemo-
rative Air Force (CAF)
“309” attend the show, but
participated by being a part
of the show. Along with a
privately owned Chance
Vought F4U Corsair -
“309” provided the show
attendees a look and listen
at WWII vintage radial
powered warbirds. There
were no spectators more
appreciative of TBM Pilot

Col Bill Shepard’s flying
presentation than all the
many Rocky Mountain
Wing Colonels attending
the show. It has been a
long time coming. That
magnificent sound of
“309’s” recently installed
Wright 2600 engine pow-
ering our TBM across Air
Show Central has been too
long coming. There’s no

question in this News Let-
ter’s editor’s mind, it was
the best sound of the entire
Air Show. And what an
Airshow it was for the
RMW.

Thanks to the many RMW

Colonels that put in long
hours on Friday the 13th.

(Continued on page 5)
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Inside this issue:

2024 RMW AIR SHOW
SCHEDULE
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Wow! The 2023 RMW 40’s Dance
A Swinging Good Time

Big Orchestra, Big Venue,
Big Sounds, Big time!

The night of September
30st had the General Avia-
tion area of the Grand
Junction Airport shaking
with the beat and spinning
to the melodies in and
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around the Colorado Mesa
University (CMU) hangar.
TBM “309” slipped
around the corner of its
cocoon hanger to spread its
wings and watched over all
the activities.

The Swing City Express
Orchestra & Singers pro-
vided classic Big Band
sounds and entertainment.
The Swing Dance Lessons
started at 6:00 PM

(Continued on Page 6)
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2024 - GETTING READY - MARK YOUR CALENDARS

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2024

STATUS

Col Thompson
will attend ICAS

Convention.

LOCATION SHOW

MAR 8,9 |Yuma, AZ Yuma Airshow

23, 24 | Glendale, AZ Luke Days Aero Expo
JUN 2 Holomon AFB, NM Legacy of Liberty

29, 30 | Hill AFB, UT Warriors Over Wasatch
AUG | 10, 11 | Colorado Springs, CO | Pikes Peak Reg. Air Show

24, 25 | Offutt AFB, NE Air and Space Show
OCT | 19, 20 | Edwards AFB, CA Aerospace Valley Airshow
NOV 2,3 | Nellis AFB, NV Aviation Nation Airshow
Sept ? Eagle - Vail, CO Open House

Are you ready for the ‘24
Airshow Season?

These are some of the
shows that showed
interest in our TBM for
the 2024 Air Show sea- here.
son at last years ICAS

in LAS Dec 4 to
Dec 7 and will
hopefully con-
firm that interest
still remains
with the Air
Shows shown

2024 will be a
great year!
Get ready!!

Now that “309” is flight and show ready, we all hope Operations Officer Bob Thompson will find these and even
more Air Shows interested in having our TBM be part of their shows. Not included here are other regular ap-
pearances like the Boulder 40’s Dance, the Montrose Tribute to Aviation, and others yet to be discovered.

Gone West - RMWCAF Col Bill Buvinger

CAF Life Member Col 1017

The Rocky Mountain Wing
recently lost Colonel Bill
Buvinger, one of the early
members of the Rocky
Mountain Wing.

Bill was one of those that
met “309” when it was fer-
ried from Mesa, AZ and
began a new period of it’s
life here in Grand Junction.
Col Buvinger and his wife,
Linda, who passed before
him, were both Life mem-
bers of the CAF and both
active members of the
Rocky Mountain Wing
since its inception.

If it hadn’t been for Colo-
nels Buvinger and the other
RMW “Pioneers,” Grand
Junction and the entire
Grand Valley wouldn’t
have that unique TBM radi-
al engine sound creeping
across the valley when
“309” spreads its wings
(literally) and floats over-
head.

Thanks to Colonel
Buvinger and the others
that joined together and
initially made our Wing
possible.
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PO Box 4125
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Propwash Gazette Editor
Col Tom Howe
Phone: 970-261-0727
e-mail:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

RMWCAF on the Web
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www.rmwecaf.org
www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.

Autum blue skies in western Colorado. The setting couldn’t have
been better for the first revenue TBM “309" ride in years. After
marshalling the TBM onto GJT A5, Colonel Denis Godfrey snapped
this photo of Colonel Bill Shepard, Pilot, and Colonel Stu Lynn, Safe-
ty Crew, taxing to once again provide a lifetime experience for our
guests. Yep. We're back and better than ever. Bring on 2024!

Keep ‘em Flying

WING LEADER’S REPORT

By Wing Leader
Col Fred Suevel

The Grand Junction Airshow

was a big success not only

for Grand Junction but for

our Wing. We had a nice

turn out of volunteers to help

sell PX things, sell books,

work the recruiting stand,

work all parts of our wing- .

walk, move the plane in and Safety. If you’re interested

out of our static display area 1N any of these, please con-
to fly, meet and greet air- tact, Fred Suevel or Keith

plane enthusiasts, etc, etc. Swinf:hart before our next
If we get this kind of volun- meeting on Nov. 11. Elec-
teer enthusiasm for the tions will be at our Decem-
shows we fly to next year, ber meeting.

we’ll put our Wing on eve-

ryone’s attention. Speaking of our Nov. 11th

meeting, we have a guest
To our Wing members, we speaker, Byron “Hook™
have five positions up for Hukee (USAF LtCol retired)
election this year: Wing coming to talk about his
Leader, Adjutant, Mainte- time as an A-1 Skyraider

nance, Development, & pilot in Vietnam. We’ll
make the meeting as short as

possible to allow him plenty
of time for his pictures and
talk.

Our December meeting will
be our Christmas party. We
will supply the meat for the
party but everyone coming
to the party will be expected
to bring either a side dish or
a dessert. How it will be
divided up has yet to be de-
termined but Sandi Caskey
is looking for a lot of help,
so please make sure to con-
tact her.

I would like to take this op-
portunity to say thank you to
everyone who helped in any
way this past year. The year
had so many ups and downs
that coming to the airport at
times was a chore. The way
we finished however was
superb. It was especially
great to see new faces step-
ping up to help.
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Congratulations!
The RMW’s Newest
Private Pilot
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By Col Andy Gaier
RMW Cub Pilot

Cadet Bowen Clement has
always been somewhat in-
terested in aviation. But
after watching Top Gun,
Maverick, and raving once
again about how fun it
would be to fly, his mom
booked him a surprise flight
with the CAF.

He first met us on 13 Au-
gust 2022. Col Andy Gaier
cashed in his birthday pre-
sent from his mom and took
him flying in the J-3

Cub. Seeing the world
from up above and feeling
the freedom of 3 dimen-
sions instantly hooked him.

Immediately after that
flight, he looked for flight
schools, and signed up for a
discovery flight with the
Colorado Flight Center in a
C172. He loved it so much,
he officially became a stu-
dent pilot on 7 Sept 2022.

Despite the school going
through some changes,
Bowen was able to lock

4 WWII QUIZ

The Air War

How many tons of bombs did Britian drop on Germany?

Code Names

Which British plane did the Germans nickname Stachelschwein

(porcupine?)
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into an instructor
he really likes,
push hard through
the Spring and
Summer, flying
both the C172
and DA-20, and
completed his
checkride on 7
Sept 2023. Yes...
that’s one year to
the day!
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Thanks to a lot of
good advice, good

Cadet Bowen Clement After his first ride with Col Andy Gaier
being Congratulated by Col Kent Taylor and his father.

teacher, and his
strong work ethic, his
checkride went fantastic
(short and sweet answers
are perfect)!

“Going forward, I’'m not
exactly sure what my plans
are, all I know is I love to
fly when I can, especially
with family and

friends. Hopefully in the
near future, I will have the
opportunity to work on my
instrument rating, and I
would absolutely love to be
able to learn some aerobat-
ics.”

ANSWERS ON PAGE ¢

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford
I S S Y SIS B S ) S B S SIS S IS S SO 2

RMWCAF Ambulance watching the right flank of the
Grand Junction Air Show Wing display area. Itis
nice having reliable Security on our side.

As we tell our visitors at shows like the
GIT Air Show, our Wing maintains and
flies the smallest single engine aircraft
used during WWII and the largest sin-
gle engine aircraft of WWILI.

We do not have the opportunity to dis-
play both at most airshows we attend.

Having our NE-1 Cub and TBM “309”
side by side just seems right.
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NEXT MEETING
11/11/2:
STAFF & MEMBER

WWII QUIZ
ANSWERS
The Air War

Just over 645,920 tons.

Code Names

The well-armed Short Sunderland
Flying Boat, which had great success

in anti-U-boat warfare.
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Oct. Staff Meeting Bullets

Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting

The October Staff Meeting became an Airshow. The normal-
ly scheduled Second Saturday of the Month was replaced by
the October Grand Junction Air Show 10/14 & 10/15.

It is Official - Continued from Page 1

Loading the RMW Ambulance
and positioning it at the show
space allocated to the RMW.

Saturday morning was especially
busy for the many RMW Colo-
nel’s that donated their time. Our
area was at the far west end of the
show area and we were prevented
from positioning the TBM and
Cub until after FedEx’s aircraft
had arrived and parked in their
allocated area. So that meant tow-
ing the TBM from its hangar and
taxiing the Cub from its hangar to
the show area then setting up the
PX, Book sales tables, Recruit-
ment Booth, and wing walk all
before the show opening at 9:00

AM. We were close - but ready
before the first show attendees ar-
rived.

And WOW! Did show attendees
ever arrive?

We had set a new record for show
appearance revenue generated at
the Montrose Tribute to Aviation
just three weeks earlier. That rec-
ord was quickly in jeopardy. The
crowd was massive and we had
lines at the wing walk, book tables,
and PX by 9:30. The crowds didn’t
begin to thin out until the Blue An-
gels began their show late after-
noon.

As Operations Officer Colonel Bob
Thompson said:

“BLUE ANGELS and TBM 309.
What a GREAT combina-

tion. Grand Junction Airshow was
without a doubt successful, both
financially and RMW member en-
thusiasm.

What was accomplished: 1. TBM,
both static and flying in show. 2.
First paid TBM riders in over two
years. 3.J-3 Cub was on display
and soliciting 12 paid riders after
the show. 4. PX sold out of toy
aircraft models and most "T's". 5.
Excess Museum Books sold out. 6.
Record TBM "Wing Walk" tours as
in $33.

The real positive accomplishment
was RMW members participation.
We had the "old salts" and those
"newbie's" who had their first expe-
rience at an airshow.

(Continued on Page 7)
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A Swmglng Good Time (Continued from Page 1)

with early arri-
vals getting into
the swing of
things right
away.

More than 170

Guests showed

their determined

interest by deal-

ing with the

awkward parking
situation and

long walk from

Gate 10 to the

Exhibit areas and

the CMU Hangar

where the danc-

ing activities

transpired. Spe-

cial thanks to

CMU Staff who polished
the floor before and after the
Dance, and the many CAP
Cadets, Airport staff Mem-
bers, and RMW members
who managed traffic con-
trol, parking, and security
requirements.

Adrenaline Driven Adven-
tures ATV tours and rentals
really saved the day when
they graciously provided
two eight passenger AT Vs,
with drivers, to shuttle
dance attendees from the
parking outside gate 10. The
shuttle route through the
CAF aircraft parking, across
taxiway C1A to the CMU
hangar was in constant mo-
tion all evening. Colonel T.
Howe’s 100 year old Model
“T” touring car couldn’t
have moved but a small
portion of the crowd - by
itself. but was available for
those that wanted a little
more 40’s era shuttle expe-
rience.

Adrenalin Driven Adven-
tures will be recognized as a
RMWCAF Sponsor.

The Airport Security troops

The swinging continued even during the Orchestra breaks, with leg shaking line dancing

were present all evening
aiding the CAF and CAP
with their security duties.
The TSA staff also watched
over the proceedings mak-
ing sure every thing and
everyone was secure.

Two food trucks provided a
steady stream of drinks and
vittles to the attendees. Col
Tim Dyer made sure TBM
“309” was well lit and ma-
jestic as it stood watch over
the proceedings across taxi-
way ClA.

Colonel Keith Swinehart,
the driving force behind this
event, spent the last four
months preparing, promot-
ing and organizing this
event. Not enough can be
said to thank him properly.
As this editor was shuttling
attendees back to their cars
after the dance, every pas-
senger asked if the Wing
was going to have another
dance next year. If so, they
were already planning to
attend. And yes, the dance
was a financial success as
well - a new record, in fact !

The Wing thanks all the
members, the CAP volun-
teers, Airport Security, and

the TSA for helping make
this event such a
“swinging” success.
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(Continued from Page 6)

The "old salts" were Bob &
Georgia Thompson, Doro-
thy Dutton, Tony Pytlinski
Tom Howe, Sandi Caskey,
Stuart Lynn. Fred Suevel,
Keith Swinehart, Larry
Caskey, Denis Godfrey

Most impressive were re-
cent new RMW members
AKA "newbie's" Jim Korber
Tug driver & spark

plug, Donelson and Melissa
Lawry, recruiting & organi-
zation, Tim Hession, securi-
ty and general assistance,
Garry Wolf, tour gate keep-
er, G Mason, Cockpit
tours, Tim Dyer, Cockpit
tours, Also thanks to Sher-
rill Dyer and Jessie Hes-
sion

Special recognition: Joe
Webb, PX & “Square"
Guru, Cadets Neil
McDaneld and Bowen
Clement, plus Dick Jackson
donation of Wood item sales
to CAF. Robert Thomason
ramp security

EXTRA SPECIAL recogni-
tion to Bill Shepard, TBM
pilot and Andy Gaier, Cub
pilot.”

Our Wing is officially back
with both the Cub and TBM
Warbird Rides in business
again. Cub Pilot Col Andy
Gaier gave several rides
both days immediately after
the show closed and on
Sunday, thanks to Andy
Mulcahy, Pilot Colonel Bill
Shepard and Safety Crew
Colonel Stu Lynn gave our
first TBM Warbird Ride in
over two years.

Even while suffering
through the prolonged chill
caused by the Saturday So-
lar Eclipse, the Saturday
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and Sunday crews outdid
themselves and their efforts
not only smashed the previ-
ous revenue record set in
Montrose a few weeks ear-
lier, the crew produced one
of the highest revenue
shows ever - if not the
highest! At this article’s
press time, it appears that
the gross revenue for this
Grand Junction Air Show
appearance - all sources
combined - will be an all
time high.

All of a sudden, all that
long, difficult work doesn’t
seem so hard.

What are chances we’ll beat
that revenue record in
2024?
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Melissa and Col Donelson Lawry putting up with Col Stu Lynn

PX Sales continued active both days

Books to Bucks Tables - Cols Tom Howe & Sandi Caskey

until there wasn’t much left to sell.

RMWCAF’s Yellow "Angel” watching the US Navy’s Blue Angels show off (and make noise.) |
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Help Wanted

RMW Assistant Web
Master.

Qualifications:
¢ Access to Internet.

# Comfortable working with
computer graphics and
ideo.

RMW PX Apprentice

Qualifications:

¢ Ability to count to more
than 103.

¢ Desire to help maintain the
RMW?’s major source of
operating income.

Duties Include:

Contact:
¢ Col Georgia Thompson
¢ rvtglt38@earthlink.net

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO
THE “309” ENGINE FUND

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION Al

Just a little tilted.

RECEPTION?
Meeting?
Reunion?
Demonstration?
Gathering?

Need a meeting place
with room for 10 up to
40+?

Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?)

Would a private kitchen
be handy?

Need it to be secure?
(or not)!

Lots of Private Parking!

Wh¥ not meet in a Muse-
’thr:nf' A unique Museum at
at!

Main Gear Tow Bar
Like new @ $1,000 -
this is yours for only
$700.

Contact Colonel Kent Tay-
lor , RMW Executive Of-
ficer for more details.

Send Ad Text or bids to:
RMW.Education@gmail.com

Help Wanted

WARBIRD PILOTS

The RMW is always looking

for pilots to fly our WWII

Warbirds.

Qualifications:

¢ Desire to have unique fly-
ing FUN and experience.

¢ Interest in flying WWII
Grumman TBM Avenger
Navy Torpedo Bomber
and / or Piper J-3 Cub
WWII Primary Trainer.

¢ FAA Certified Pilot
(Commercial Pilot rating
desired.)

¢ Tail Wheel Endorsement.

¢ Satisfy a flying dream!

Contact:

¢ Col Bob Thompson
4 RMW.Operations@gmail.com

RMW
WANT

YOU

ND REMEMBRANCE

o
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2 BECOME A MEMBER

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
WING

COMMEMORATIVE
AIR FORCE !!

Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of
one of the 89 units, world
wide, that strive to Educate
today’s Children and younger
generations about the history
of our nation’s ongoing fight
for freedom; Inspire reasons
for today’s and tomorrow’s
generations to recognize the
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so
much to protect & guarantee
our freedom and liberty.

To carry this message the
Commemorative Air Force
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to
fight for those freedoms.

We’re a totally volunteer
supported organization that
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed. Come
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber
and Piper NE-1 Primary
Trainer Aircraft to carry our
message to the public.

If you’re not a “joiner”, you
can still help. The CAF is a
501 (c)(3) charity and all
donations are totally tax de-
ductible. Help us help you!

What’s Your Excuse?






