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EDUCATE           INSPIRE           HONOR 

It’$ a new RECORD 

.All the preliminary plan-
ning and all the efforts – 
some successful, some not 
– were finalized on the 
Montrose Airport Terminal 
Ramp as the Rocky Moun-
tain Wing (RMW) Ambu-
lance (brought back to life 
by the new battery donated 
by Col Tim Dyer) Siren 
loudly and proudly an-
nounced the opening of the 
2023 Tribute to Aviation.  
The Ambulance  was posi-
tioned slightly in front and 
slightly to the left of the 
nose of an Air Force Boe-
ing C-17 transport.  The C-

17 made the Ambulance 
seem sort of small.  Along 

side the Ambulance was 
the RMW PX, manned and 
ready for business.  And 
Wow!  Did we get the 
business! 
 

Over the Saturday and 
Sunday of the event thanks 
to the RMW Member sup-
port including: 
 

Col Andy Gaier 
Col Charlie Huff 
Col Dick Jackson 

Col Donelson Lawry 

Col Joe Webb 

Col Kieth Swinehart 
Col Robert Thompson 

Col Sandi Caskey 

Col (& Mrs.) Tim Dyer 
Col Tim Hesson 

Col Tom Howe 

 

The Wing, according to 
PX Officers Col Bob and 
Col Georgia Thompson, 

set a new record for PX 
sales – over $5,000 in rev-
enue.  Col Dick Jackson 
had his specialty wooden 
items available and donat-
ed $300 of his sales to the 
Wing.   
 

The show traffic was 
heavy on Saturday and 
about half as heavy on 
Sunday.  Thanks to Col 
Keith Swinehart for mak-
ing a run from the CAF 
Cub Hangar to Montrose 
with additional PX inven-
tory for Sunday.  The PX 
was almost completely 
sold out on Saturday.  But 
fret not - Cols Thompson 
believe we have adequate 
inventory on hand to make 
another success at the Sep-
tember 14th & 15th Grand 
Junction Air Show. 

We had a “Big Brother” looking over our shoulder in 
Montrose.  A C-17 makes most things look small. 

More Photos on Page 4 
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STILL Getting Ready - Mark your Calendars 

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 2023 

MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS 

April 1 Bullhead City, AZ    MISSED 

 22 –23 Cannon AFB, NM    MISSED 

May 19-20 Peru, IL TBM Reunion   MISSED 

 20-21 Dalhart, TX Thunder over Dalhart   MISSED 

June 17 Boulder, CO 40’s Dance   CANCELLED 

Aug. 12-13 Billings, MT Big Sky Airshow   MISSED 

 26-27 Boise, ID Gowen Thunder Show   MISSED 

 26 Wendover, UT Open House   COMPLETED 

Sept. 9-10 Midland, TX CAF Airshow   MISSED 

 16-17 Montrose, CO Tribute to Aviation   COMPLETED 

Oct. 14 –15 Grand Junction, CO Air Show   CONFIRMED 

   
 

   

received instruction, prac-
tice, and certification as a 
RMW Cub Starter. 
 

Col Lawry is now certified 
to call out and respond to 
the age old commands of  
“Brakes Set,” “Switches 
Off,” “Switches On,” 
“Contact.” that are used 
between a pilot and the 

We were so 
close.  
We thought we 
would have TBM 
“309” proudly 
displayed at the 
Montrose Tribute 
to Aviation but a 
failing magneto 
dictated other-
wise. 
A new magneto 
has arrived! 
We will be flying 
at the Grand 
Junction Air 
Show! 

Last Air Show of the Season - It’s a big one and it’s local!! 

Plan to be there and support your Rocky Mountain Wing! 

crew member preparing to 
swing the prop to start the 
aircraft engine. 
 

Col Lawry also received 
instruction on how to move 
the cub about without en-
gine power.  Cols Gaier and 
Lawry had to reposition the 
Cub about 200 yards down 
a taxiway from the display 

area into the aircraft opera-
tions area in order to give 
cub rides. 
 

Many thanks to both Colo-
nels for making Cub rides a 
reality for those that pur-
chased rides during the 
Montrose Tribute to Avia-
tion.  True to the spirit of 
our organization, they help 

 

 Keep ‘em Flying 

CUB CREW 
In full Airshow 
Mode giving 

rides at  
Montrose 

By Col Tom Howe 
Editor 

 
Acting Executive Officer 
(XO) Col Donelson Lawry 
had the opportunity to be-
come our latest Wing Cub 
Starter at the Montrose 
Tribute to Aviation.  Under 
the guidance of Cub Pilot 
Col Andy Gaier, the XO 
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Primary Business Address 

PO Box 4125 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

Propwash Gazette Editor 
Col Tom Howe 

Phone: 970-261-0727 

e-mail:  
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

RMWCAF on the Web 

www.rmwcaf.org 

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.  

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photo of the Month 
This Montrose Tribute to 
Aviation attendee was not 
only experiencing the Air 
Show but providing an 
addition to the Show itself. 
Your editor was so fasci-
nated by this participant 
and his regalia, that he 
forgot to make note of the 
Great Dane’s name. 
Not only does this guy get 
in uniform for an Air 
Show, but when not out 
enjoying the airplanes and 
crowd, he does community 
service as a Therapy Dog 
at Retirement Homes and 
Hospitals. 
He can come visit me any-
time, anywhere. 
Your editor hopes this guy 
enjoyed the show as much 
as we enjoyed having him 
there. 

Wing Leader’s Report 

By Wing Leader  
Col Fred Suevel 

Our 1940s Dance is here this 
weekend.  At the time of this 
writing we have over 150 
people who’ve purchased 
tickets.  Thanks to the CMU 
flight school, we have a 
beautiful location (their big 
hanger), and volunteers from 
the school, from CAP (Civil 
Air Patrol), and, of course, 
our members.  Our TBM 
will be front and center on 
display.  We have several 
“old” cars, including a Mod-
el-T, which will also be on 
display.  The Big Band 
sounds from “Swing City 
Express Orchestra & Sing-
ers”.  Dance competition and 
best 1940s dress competition 
will highlight some of the 
night’s fun. 

 

We will also be on display 
the day before (9/29) at the 
United Way Plane Pull.  
Several teams will see how 
fast they can pull a 757 over 
a specified distance.  The 
proceeds from this event will 
benefit the local United 
Way. 

 

We did not get our TBM to 

the Montrose air show this 
year, but we did have our 
Cub and PX.  It turned out to 
be a great two day event for 
us by flying some customers 
in our Cub, selling a lot of 
merchandise from our PX 
and meeting many old 
friends.  We also had two 
new members join our wing. 

 

The next and final event for 
us this year is our local 
Grand Junction air show.  
We’ll not only be on display 
but also flying in the show.  
Our TBM flying over Grand 
Junction always draws a 
crowd so we can expect a 
large number of people stop-
ping by our PX and doing 
the TBM wing walk.  Look-
ing forward to a large num-
ber of our members helping 
at the show. 

 

Our nomination committee 
was formed at our last meet-
ing.  We have five positions 
up for the elections, Wing 
Leader, Adjutant, Mainte-
nance, Development, and 
Safety.  The voting will take 
place in December so if any-
one is interested in any of 
these offices please make 
sure to get in touch with 
Keith Swinehart or Fred 
Suevel by the end of Octo-
ber.  The nomination com-
mittee is also looking for 
one or two more members to 
join. 

 

Our Christmas party plan-
ning committee was also 
formed.  We’ll have the par-
ty on Dec. 9. Anyone inter-
ested in helping please con-
tact Sandi Caskey. 

October 2023 
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More Montrose Photos 

 

WWII Quiz                        Answers on Page 5 

   Naval Operations and Sea Battles 

Identify the four Japanese aircraft carriers sunk or damaged at 
Midway. 
 

 

   The War On Land 

 

Where and when did the U.S. sustain its first casualties in 1941? 

Thanks to Author Timothy Benford 

 

October 2023 

 

Be Proud that as a member of the 
CAF - you are one of us that: 

 

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photos by Col Tom Howe 

Ambulance 
carried the PX 

Let’s Park it 
here 

Tab ‘A’ goes in  
Slot ‘C’, Right? 

Cub Crew taking an  
earned break. 
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   WWII Quiz                (see page 3)                                                

Answers  

Naval Operations and Sea Battles 

 

Sunk:  Akagi, Kaga, Soryu. 
Damaged: Hiryu 

 

 Historic Dates 

 

In the torpedoing of the destroyer 
Kearney on October 17, 1941, by a  
U-boat off the coast of Iceland.   
Eleven U.S. Navy personnel were 
killed.  Pearl Harbor was still several 
weeks away. 

Next meeting 

10/14/23 

Grand Junction 

Air Show - come help! 

Sept. Staff Meeting Bullets 
Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting Notes. 

Ed. Note:  Two “Staff Meet-
ings” were held in September.  
The first at Col Kent Taylors 
home on September 7th, and 
the Second on September 9th in 
the RMWCAF Museum.  Notes 
for each shown in order below: 
 

9/7/23 Staff Meeting Notes 

 

This meeting was attended by 
regular Staff members as well 
as visiting Colonels Donelson 
Lawry and Keith Swienhart. 
 

Officer Elections:   
 

Positions up for election for 
2023 -24: 

 Adjutant 
 Maintenance 

 Development 
 Safety 

Last year 2022-23 election 
of RMW Staff Officers…. 
 Executive Officer 
 Finance Officer 
 Operations Officer 
 Maintenance Officer 
 Education Officer 

Wing Leader is term limited to 
two 2-year terms. 
 

Discussion regarding Officer 
Positions: 
 

Efforts must be intentional to 
target what we need to ensure 
the health and growth of the 
Rocky Mountain Wing. We 
need a licensed mechanic and 
an energetic recruiting officer .  
Col Beede is busy managing 
his own business, which brings 
him into contact with many 
potential donors, sponsors, and 
philanthropists. Unfortunately, 
he rarely has time to develop 
philanthropic relationships.  He 
discussed his situation with Col 
Taylor and agreed that it might 
be more effective for him to act 
as an intermediary, doing a 
brief introduction to potential 
donors, and making appoint-
ments for other RMW Staff or 
Members to develop longer-
term relationships. Col Beede 
has contacts but doesn’t have 
time. Col T. Howe volunteered 
to put together a presentation to 
assist in that effort.  Col T. 
Howe will also put together a 
CAFRMW Aviation Heritage 
Museum Presentation Solicitor 
Task Force. 
 

The Wing also need an active 
personnel manager to monitor 
paid dues, members, etc., inter-
face between organization and 
membership. And to track Ap-
plication files, etc. 
 

Col Webb will now act as per-
sonnel manager working in 
tandem with Col Mummery. 
 

Col Korber moved that Col 
Donelson Lawry be appointed 
Executive Officer on an interim 
basis.  Motion seconded by Col 
Thompson.  Motion passed 
without objection 

 

(Continued on Page 6) 

October 2023 
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Montrose : Col  Han-
cock will be TBM pilot / 
Cols Huff and Gaier will 
transport Cub.  Ambu-
lance will be used to 
transport the PX 

 

Farmington:  Cancelled, 
no pilot. 
 

GJ Airshow:  Col Shep-
ard will be pilot. 
 

If you work the  GJT 
Airshow you will be 
provided a pass to the 
show.  Otherwise, you’ll 
have to pay to gain ad-
mission.  Contact Col 
Thompson to volunteer 
to work the  Airshow/ 
 

Education:  Cadets 
need something to do!!  
Our  new Cadets are: 
 

Bowen Clement 
Jordan Meiners 

Kayce Galles 

Neil Mcdanelds 

Lincoln Fowler 
 

Discussion included  
possible Link Trainer 
work and training visits 
to airport facilities, i.e., 
Flight Center, Steve 
Wood’s airplane factory, 
etc.  There may be a 
Link Trainer connection 
through the Boeing  
Museum of Flight.  Col 
Dyer to be involved. 
 

Airshows: 

Staff Meeting Bullets 
(Continued from Page 5) 

9/9/23 Meeting Notes 

Ed. Notes: Only items 
not covered in the 9/7 
meeting highlighted 
here: 
 
Wing Leader:  Review 
of volunteer assign-
ments for Montrose Air 
Show. 
 

In preparation for the 
MTJ show, Col Dyer 
purchased and donated a 
new Ambulance Battery. 
 

Upcoming 40’s Dance 
Preparation:  Col Swine-
hart called for volun-
teers to meet Saturday 
10/23 to begin prepara-
tion scheduling.  
 

Ex Officer:  Col Lawry 
Presented that he is 
thankful Col Taylor is 
getting better and that he 
is excited to be able to 
help. 
Operations Officer:  
Col Thompson report-

ed: 
TBM is airworthy.  Flew 
to Wendover and back.  
Issues, Mag drop on rear 
cylinders.  Intercom and 
brake issues are re-
solved.  Mag Drop – 
plugs checked good.  
Cables look good.  
Eventually we need to 
address the Mag drop.   
Bill Shepherd is quali-
fied to fly along with 
Barry and Chris.  Re-
quired to be recurrent.  
Tom Edwards and 
Randy Kemp could be 
on board as pilots next 
year. 
Farmington was con-
firmed but now we don’t 
have a pilot.  Could be 
cancelled today. 
Col Bill Shepperd will 
fly the GJ Air Show. 

Showing excessive oil 
usage out of breather 
tube.  Used 4 gallons 
each way to Wendover.  
Rings need to still set. 
Looks like we may have 
a better airshow season 
next year.  Already 
booked 4 airshows. 
Col Thompson reiterat-
ed the need for a 
Maintenance Officer 
Safety Officer:  Col 
Korber reported: 
We had a first aid inci-
dent.  Safety Officer 
forgot to duck and 
gashed his head.   
Overall, this unit is do-
ing fine! 
Col Korber also dis-
cussed his experience at 
the Wendover Air 
Show.  Col Tom Stewart 
helped from the Heber 
City Wing.  Sold a lot of 
toys, T-shirts and hats.  
Lots of wing walk dona-
tions.  Jim recommends 
using shop towels to 
wipe down the plane, 
especially the left side.  
Drop the flap and wipe 
that oil down as well! 
Education Officer:  Col 
T. Howe is working on a 
Cadet education pro-
gram.  Col T. Howe is 
also working with Col F. 
Howe to digitize the 
Museum inventory rec-
ords. 
Old Business: 
40’s Dance Volunteers. 
Dance Meeting 10/23 

 

New Business: 
 

Election Openings for: 
  Adjutant 
  Maintenance Officer 
  Development Officer 
  Safety Officer 
 

October 2023 

MTJ Test Flight (?) Fun  Flight? 

Aircraft Commander Col Andy Gaier and Crew Member Col 

Donelson Lawry insuring the Cub is ready to give rides. 
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RMW Assistant Web 
Master. 
 

Qualifications: 
 Access to Internet. 
 Comfortable working 

with computer graphics 
and video. 

 Some Web Management 
experience helpful. 

 4 - 8 Hours per month. 
 Contact Col Kent Taylor 

 RMW.Executive@gmail.com 

 

 

 

RMW PX Apprentice 

Qualifications: 
 Ability to count to more 

than 103. 
 Desire to help maintain 

the RMW’s major 
source of operating in-
come. 

Duties Include: 
 Assist in stocking and 

packing PX equipment 
and materials in TBM for  
travel to Airshows. 

 Aid in placing orders 
with suppliers to main-
tain operating inventory. 

Contact: 

 Col Georgia Thompson 

 rvtglt38@earthlink.net 

Help Wanted 

Reception? 

          Meeting? 

           Reunion? 
Demonstration? 

         Gathering? 
 
Need a meeting place 
with room for 10 up to 
40+? 

 

Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?) 
 

Would a private kitchen 
be handy? 

 

Need it to be secure?  
(or not)! 
 

Lots of Private Parking! 
  

Why not meet in a Muse-
um?  A unique Museum at 
that! 

For Rent Help Wanted 

WARBIRD PILOTS 

The RMW is always looking 
for pilots to fly our WWII 
Warbirds.   
Qualifications: 
 Desire to have unique 

flying FUN and experi-
ence. 

 Interest in flying WWII 
Grumman TBM Avenger 
Navy Torpedo Bomber 
and / or Piper J-3 Cub 
WWII Primary Trainer. 

 FAA Certified Pilot 
(Commercial Pilot rating 
desired.) 

 Tail Wheel Endorse-
ment. 

 Satisfy a flying dream! 
 

Contact: 
 

 Col Bob Thompson  
 RMW.Operations@gmail.com 

 

 

Help 

Send Ad Text or bids to: 
RMW.EducaƟon@gmail.com 

Become a Member  

 

Rocky Mountain 
Wing 

 

Commemorative  
Air Force !! 

 

Join the 80 plus other mem-
bers that help Western Colo-
rado stand out as the home of 
one of the 89 units, world 
wide, that strive to Educate 
today’s Children and younger 
generations about the history 
of our nation’s ongoing fight 
for freedom; Inspire reasons 
for today’s and tomorrow’s 
generations to recognize the 
need to reinforce those free-
doms, and Honor those of 
our current and past genera-
tions that willingly faced so 
much to protect & guarantee 
our freedom and liberty.  
 

To carry this message the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to 
fight for those freedoms. 
 

We’re a totally volunteer 
supported organization that 
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed.  Come 
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber 
and Piper NE-1 Primary 
Trainer Aircraft to carry our 
message to the public. 
 

If you’re not a “joiner”, you 
can still help.  The CAF is a 
501 (c)(3) charity and all 
donations are totally tax de-
ductible.  Help us help you! 

Just a little tilted. 

What’s Your Excuse? 

All proceeds go to 
the “309” Engine Fund 

Main Gear Tow Bar 

 Like new @ $1,000 - 
this is yours for only 
$700. 
 

Contact Colonel Kent Tay-
lor , RMW Executive Of-
ficer for more details.   

October 2023 
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