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EDUCATE           INSPIRE           HONOR 

 
By Col Donelson Lawry 

Executive Officer 
 

 
The Rocky Mountain 
Wing Offutt AFB Airshow 
included Pilot Col Bill 
Shephard and crew Colo-
nels Donelson Lawry, 
James Korber, and Keith 
Swinehart, Lt. Col USA 
RET.  
  
After packing PX, fueling, 
and oil topped, the TBM 
took off and made a two-
hop sortie, leg 1 from GJT 
to LBF (North Platte NE) 
and leg 2 from LBF to 
KOFF.  At LBF, we were 
greeted by friends and 
family, some recalling our 
earlier stop for mainte-
nance back in late May. 
This time, both mags 
worked, and we had fuel 
and lunch with some pic-
tures and tours.   
  
Our second hop flight into 
Offutt was uneventful, and 
we kept below 4500 MSL 
for the weather.  Upon 
arrival at Offutt, we were 
greeted by friendly Air 

Force personnel who host-
ed us during the stay.   
  
After a hotel reservation 
SNAFU, we decided to 
visit the Commemorative 
Air Force (CAF) Great 
Plains wing just over the 
Missouri River in Council 
Bluffs.   We joined their 
3rd Wednesday cookout 
and were grateful for that 
and the company.  Great 
Plains has a very nice 
hangar and superb muse-
um, similar to Rocky 
Mountain but a little larg-
er.  They host the P51 
“Gunfighter” and fly a 
PT19, along with an Er-
coupe restoration pro-
ject.  The P51 flew in the 
show, and the PT19 was 
their static display. 

 Great Plains CAF volun-
teers helped us tremen-
dously during the show 
with PX sales, wing walk 
assistance, set up, and 
packing.   We would have 
been overwhelmed without 
their help, and we are pro-
foundly grateful.  Plus, the 
camaraderie with them 
was super.  
  
Friday night, there was a 
Hawaiian shirt-themed 
performers’ welcome party 
hosted by Soaring Wings 
Winery.   A lovely setting 
in the nearby farmland 
outside of Omaha.  We 
met lots of fellow air show 
static and performing pi-
lots and supporting crews.   
 

(Continued on Page 6) 
 
 

Off to Offutt AFB 

309’s wing walk was an early attention grabber.  Notice 
the long shadows.  Our Crew was working early!! 
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 - Go with the show - Mark your Calendars 

RMW AIR SHOW SCHEDULE - 
MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS 

MAR 23, 24 Glendale, AZ Luke Days Aero Expo   CANCELLED 

APR 5, 6 Laughlin / Bullhead, AZ Laughlin/Bullhead Airshow   CANCELLED 

MAY 17, 18 Peru, IL TBM Avenger Reunion   

JUN 2 Holloman AFB, NM Legacy of Liberty   

 15 Boulder, CO 40’s Dance   

 29, 30 Hill AFB, UT Warriors Over Wasatch   

AUG 24, 25 Offutt AFB, NE Defenders of Freedom   

SEPT 14, 15 Heber City, UT UT Wing CAF Open House   CONFIRMED 

 28 Spanish Fork, UT Wings & Wheels   CONFIRMED 

OCT 12, 13 El Paso, TX Amigo Airshow   CONFIRMED 

       

quite that simple. "On the 
morning following the raid, 
Bohn had gone down to ask 
our crew chief for that shell 
as a souvenir of unbelieva-
ble luck. 
  
The crew chief told Bohn 
that not just one shell but 
11 had been found in the 
gas tanks. 11 unexploded 
shells where only one was 
sufficient to blast us out of 
the sky. It was as if the sea 
had been parted for us. A 
near-miracle, I thought. 
  
Even after 35 years, so 
awesome an event leaves 
me shaken, especially after 
I heard the rest of the story 
from Bohn. 
"He was told that the shells 
had been sent to the armor-
ers to be defused. The ar-
morers told him that Intelli-
gence had picked them up. 
They could not say why at 
the time, but Bohn eventu-
ally sought out the answer. 
"Apparently when the ar-
morers opened each of 

“Flies On” is 
probably more 
appropriate.  
 
But no matter - 
do you have the 
weekends of 
Sept 14th and 
15th or Sept. 
28th in your 
schedule? 
 
When was the 
last time you 
made a fun 
drive to Utah? 

those shells, they found no 
explosive charge. They 
were as clean as a whistle 
and just as harmless. 
  
Empty? Not all of them! 
One contained a carefully 
rolled piece of paper. On it 
was a scrawl in Czech. The 
Intelligence people scoured 
our base for a man who 
could read Czech. Eventu-

ally they found one to deci-
pher the note. It set us mar-
veling. Translated, the note 
read: 
  

*"This is all we can 
do for you now... 
Using Jewish slave 
labor is never a good 
idea." 

Ed. Note: This story is from 
Elmer Bendiner's book 'The 
Fall of Fortresses.' 
 
*Sometimes , it's not really 
just luck.* 
  
Elmer Bendiner was a navi-
gator in a B-17 during WW 
II. He tells this story of a 
World War II bombing run 
over Kassel, Germany , and 
the unexpected result of a 
direct hit on their gas tanks. 
"Our B-17, the Tondelayo, 
was barraged by flak from 
Nazi antiaircraft guns. That 
was not unusual, but on this 
particular occasion our gas 
tanks were hit. 
  
Later, as I reflected on the 
miracle of a 20 millimeter 
shell piercing the fuel tank 
without touching off an 
explosion, our pilot, Bohn 
Fawkes, told me it was not 

LUCK? 

Ed Note:  This photo accompanied the article as it was 
found.  Your Editor guesses that this is the crew that experi-
enced the referenced gas tank strikes.  Luck or not, Whew!!! 



 HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE 
 Page 3 

Primary Business Address 
PO Box 4125 

Grand Junction, CO  81502 

Propwash Gazette Editor 
Col Tom Howe 

Phone: 970-261-0727 
e-mail:  

RMW.Education@gmail.com 

RMWCAF on the Web 
www.rmwcaf.org 

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.  

Keep ‘em Flying 

Photo of the Month 

Wing Leader’s Report 

By Wing Leader  

Col Fred Suevel 

 

Well, here we are, nearing 
the end of our flying season.  
We have three confirmed 
shows left: Heber City, 
Spanish Forks, both south-
east of Salt Lake City, UT, 
in September, and finally, El 
Paso, TX, in the second 
week of October. 
 
It appears, at the time of this 
writing, that the Offutt Air 
Force Base show went well.  
The plane was there for the 
last weekend in August and 
now, as I write this report,  
is flying back home. 
 
September will be fun with 
at least one airshow and our 
1940s dance.  The airshows 
in Utah may have us driving 
a crew to the airshow rather 

than flying because our pi-
lot, Barry, will have to fly 
our plane there early and 
bring it back after the shows, 
so it will already be at the 
show grounds. We are still 
looking for a crew at these 
shows. 
 
Our 1940s dance on Satur-
day, Sep. 21, from 6 p.m. to 
10 p.m., will also require our 
membership to be on hand 
not only to enjoy the dance 
but also to work security 
during the dance.  We’ll 

need someone at the en-
trance gate to let the at-
tendees in; someone by our 
ticket tent, which will be in 
our normal parking lot in 
front of our museum; some-
one by the western limit of 
the taxi-way C1A; and 
someone at the eastern limit 
of this same taxi-way.  Our 
plan is to also have the wing 
walk stairs up, so someone 

will need to be there to an-
swer questions about our 
plane and assist in pictures 
taken by our plane, perhaps 
on the stairs. All people in-
volved in helping at the 
show will need to be at a 
meeting sometime during 
the week before the dance to 
finalize all plans.  The date 
and time will be determined 
later and you’ll be notified 

A lot happening in this photo from Col Tim Dyer:  In the foreground there is a green felt 
hat pointing at our “309.”  Or is the hat pointing at the white hat hiding “309’s” “3”?  May-
be the green hat is pointing at “309” pointing at the Blue Angles.      GJT Airshow, 2023. 

September 2024 

Is that a (tall) Coolie 
trying to  look like a 
RMW Colonel to get 
into the Secure area 
at Offutt AFB in order 
to see “309.”   
 
Ya just never know 
what you’re going to 
find at an Air Show 
these days... 
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By Col Robert Thompson  
Rocky Mountain Wing 

Operations Officer 
 
I recently became aware of 
the passing of Maj. General 
Partick J. Halloran at the age 
of 95. WOW!!  "Pat" Hal-
loran was an AF Fighter 
Pilot who flew 100 combat 
missions in Korea flying the 
F-84.  In 1957, he transi-
tioned into the new U-2 and 
had 1600 hours of U2 Pilot 
in Command (PIC.)  Then, 
he went onto the SR-71 for 
600 PIC hours.  WOW 
Again!!! 
  
I first met Pat while I was in 
the Southern California 
Wing (SoCal) of the Com-
memorative Air Force 
CAF).   Pat was active in 
Southern California general 
aviation, piloting his home-
built "Loving's Love" race 
plane.  While not a CAF 
member, he attended a CAF 
dance in the high desert of 
Southern California.  I am 
not sure of the location or 
why the dance was, but I 
recall my wife Georgia and I 
needing a ride back to the 

hotel.  Pat 
responded, 
so off we 
went in his 
Corvette 
with the 
license plate 

"U2 SR-71."  I also recall 
going to his home in River-
side, CA, one time, where he 
had the throttle quadrant of 
the U-2 he flew ‘dead stick’ 
back to base after an engine 
failure on a flight during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.  
 
In 1988, while I was Wing 
Leader of CAF SoCal, I re-
ceived a call from Lloyd 
Nolen.[1]  It went something 
like this: 
 

“Hello, Bob. Lloyd 
here…  I believe you live 
in Orange County.” 
 
“Yes, Lloyd.” 
 
“Good. So does General 
LeMay.  I would like you 
to contact General LeMay 
and set up a meeting to 
discuss the B-29.” 

 
After dropping the phone, I 
said, “OK.”  --  Now, 
how do I do this????.      
 
Then came a brilliant 
thought. Call Pat Hal-
loran.  I did call, and after 
Pat dropped the phone, he 

 

WWII Quiz                        Answers on Page 5 

    
Naval Operations and Sea Battles 
 

Identify the first U.S. Battleship launched after 
war began in Europe. 
 

The War on Land 
 
Name the song the U.S. 28th Infantry Division 
marched to in the Paris Liberation Parade.  

Thanks to Author Timothy 

September 2024 

said:  
 

“Let me get back to you.”  
 
When he called back, he 
said, “NO PROBLEM”.  I 
am buddies with General 
Pitts and General Callin, 
both of who are friends of 
General LeMay.”  So, the 
meeting logistics began, 
resulting in a meeting at 
March AFB in the Officers 
Club / Dedalian Room. 
 
The picture below was taken 
at that meeting by George 
Hernandez, a CAF SoCal 
member who I invited to 
attend.  Left to Right/ Back 
row.  Rodger (?) that as an 
airline pilot, first noticed 
from the air the B-29s in 
storage at NAF China Lake 
and thought, we need to get 
one of those flying 
again.  Buddy Joffrion. 
CAF / SoCal, Lloyd Nolen 
CAF, Maj. General Pat 
Halloran, General 
Callin, Georgia Thompson, 
Robert Thompson, Video 

Producer (?), Randy Sohn, 
CAF B-29 Pilot, and inter-
view moderator.  Front Row: 
Vic Agather CAF, the force 
behind CAF obtaining the B
-29, later known as FIFI, 
General Curtis LeMay, 
General Pitts.   
  
Later in the day, we were all 
invited to the flight line 
where a U-2 was flown in 
and turned over to the March 
AFB Museum.   
 
The result of that meeting 
was the CAF B-29 / B-24 
Squadron being able to cre-
ate a historical video inter-
view with General LeMay 
about the B-29 and those 
who were instrumental in the 
acquisition of a B-29 from 
China Lake that became the 
CAF Flagship, FIFI – named 
after CAF member Vic 
Agather’s wife. 
 
It's pretty heady stuff for a 
NAVY enlistee.  
 
[1]  Lloyd Nolen – Primary founder, 
Commemorative Air Force  

Memorializing 
CAF’s Flagship 



 HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE 
 Page 5 

   WWII Quiz                (see page 4)                                                

Answers  

 

Nava Operations and Sea Battles 
 
The U.S.S. Washington, on June1, 
1940.  It was the first Battleship added 
to the navy since the early 1920s. 
 
The War on Land 
 
“Khaki Bill.” 

Next RMW meeting 

9/14/24 

RMW Museum 

August Ex Staff Meeting Bullets 
Compiled monthly from RMW Staff Meeting notes. 

 
Only five Officers were in at-
tendance at this Executive Board 
Meeting.   
 
Operations Officer Bob Thomp-
son Reported Air Show Activi-
ty: 
 

August 23-25 Offutt, NE. 
Donelson will call the Coun-
cil Bluffs wing to inquire 
about support. 
 

September 21 – Hangar 
Dance 
 

September 14 - 15 Heber 

City CAF Show was moved 
from August. Barry will try 
to move the TBM before and 
after the show. We will need 
a crew to drive.  We also 
need to look at accommoda-
tions for the crew. 

September 28-29 Spanish 
Fork 

October 12th Amigo Air 
Show – no confirmation yet. 

October 26th – 5k GJT 
event. 10 am. PX! 

→ PX—72 hats on order. 

→ Purchased 100 TBM 
Patches. 

→ We have enough T-Shirts 
 

 
Col Keith Swinehart reported 
that he has the 2023  email list 
from last year’s dance and can 
use that to advertise this year’s 
dance. 
 

STAFF MEETING 8/10 
 

Wing Leader’s Comments:  
Colonel Suevel presented:   
 

✓Next show Offutt AFB 
August 24-25 Nebraska. Bill 
Shepard will be the Pilot. 
 
✓August 14th 11 am - Need 
the TBM Crew to ready the 
plane for Wedding pictures. 
 
✓September – there are two 
air shows, and a Dance 
scheduled – All Hands-on 
Deck! 
 

(Continued on Page 7) 
 

Board Meeting August 3, 2024 
Staff Meeting August 10, 2024 

Notes by Adjutant Col Joe Webb 

September 2024 
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Storytelling and patch 
trading ensued.  Patch 
trading was big at the 
show it turns out.   
[We need to get Velcro 
for our RMW patches.] 
  
The show day weather 
was hot and humid on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
HOT and with clear skies
- a typical exciting Thun-
derbirds show, with lots 
of static jets, including 
KC135, C5, F15, F16s, F35s, 
F18, various helicopters, and 
many more.  TBM 309 was 
parked next to the P51 
“Tuskegee Airmen” and the 
Red Tail trailer.  Col Bill 
Shephard has flown both – 
our TBM and the Tuskegee 
Airmen P-51.   
  
Offutt SAC base is home to 
squadrons in command and 
control, reconnaissance, and 
other strategic roles of 
USSTRATCOM.  One 
standout was the  E-4, which 
did a fly-by.   
 
Another highlight was a B1-
B Lancer takeoff while we 
were driving right next to the 
runway.  
 
LOUD!!    
  
The RMW will look forward 
to joining up the next time 
Offutt hosts a show. 

 

 

September 2024 

Off to Offutt  
(Continued from Page 1) 

Colonel Bill Sheppard at  
Offutt with two good friends. 

We knew there was a con-
nection between Offutt AFB 
and outer space.  But, we 
didn’t know it was so close as 
to import a Mandalorian and 
an Empire General.  Are they 
on Visas or do they have 
green cards?  Maybe they’re 
just “migrants.” 

Photo by Col D. Lawry 

Photo by Col D. Lawry 

Photo by Col D. Lawry 

Photo by Col D. Lawry 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_E-4
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✓The Amigo Air 
Show October 12th 
in El Paso TX is 
pending.  Looks 
positive so far. 

✓Col Thompson 
shared his recollec-
tion of how the 
CAF acquired FIFI, 
the CAF’s B-29. 

Maintenance Officer: 
Col Thompson report-
ed for Col Korber. 

✓Col Lynn French 
is INA rated and 
inspected the TBM 
– we are now up to 
date for our 25-
hour inspection.  
 
✓Aero Trader rec-
ommends valve 
clearance be in-
spected – planned 
for this winter. 
 
✓Brakes on both 
TBM and Cub have 
been repaired. 
 

Dance:  Col Keith 
Swinehart: 

 
✓The Ad is in the 
Beacon 
 
✓Posters are being 
distributed 
 
✓Closer to getting 
duties assigned. 
 
✓Keith needs con-
tacts with media to 
get the story out.  

✓Spanish Fork – 
September – Satur-
day only Show.  
Barry can move the 
plane before and 
after the show.  
Need volunteers to 
man the show.  
$2000 appearance 
fee.   

✓Heber City – 
CAF Wing show.  
Need volunteers to 
drive to this one as 
well. 

✓PX – 2025 Ghost 
Calendar, T-shirts 
and hats are on 
order.  Our supplier 
is in Paonia. 

✓Need to update 
Traxxall.  (Ed. CAF 
parts sharing sys-
tem.)   

✓Michael Luther of 
Yankee Air Muse-
um in Detroit MI 
contacted Col 
Thompson.  They 
are interested in 
possibly featuring 
our TBM on June 
21-22, 2025.  
Heavy appearance 
fee is possible.  

✓October 26th – 5k 
Run at airport.  We 
need both planes, 
the Wing Walk and 
PX set up!  The 
event will be held 
on Runway 4-22 
taxi way, three to 
four races that day.  
RMW personnel 
need to be here 
setting up at 8am. 
 

Executive Officer 
Col Lawry presented: 
 

✓Status of TBM 
magnetos - we have 
one on the shelf—
goal is to have 
spare for both. 
 
✓We would like to 
speak with tower 
personnel to ex-
plain how long taxi 
creates brake issues 
with our planes. 
 

Operations - Col 
Thompson reported: 

✓Offutt Air Show 
should be good for 
us.  Arrival times 
with the base need 
to be lined up.  
There is more con-
flict now selling PX 
at the shows. 

 
✓Bob suggested 
Keith get in touch 
with the Public 
Relations Depart-
ment for TV.   Has 
a contact for radio. 
 
✓Dance lessons are 
from 6-7pm. 
Contests – best 
dancers and best 
dressed 
 
✓FCI donated 
$2500 to sponsor 
the dance.  
  
✓Tickets are $60 
per couple, $35 per 
individual. 
   
✓Western Slope 
Auto donated 
$1200. 
 
✓Jim Korber will 
be master of cere-
monies. 
   
✓Keith has the 
email addresses of 
last year’s dance 
attendees and did a 
mass emailing. 
 
✓All Hands-on 
Deck for Help on 
the 21st of Septem-
ber!   Most of the 
labor is setting up 
the day of the dance 
– chairs, tables, 
lights, decorations. 
Antique Cars, etc.  
 
✓ Col Lynn sug-
gested TBM Wing 
Walk. 

Staff Meeting August 10, 2024 
(continued from page 5) 

September 2024 

Shown here is “309” set up 
and ready for the crowd at 
Offutt AFB.  When our 
Wing travels that far the 
odds of having ground 
troops to help at the show 
are very low.  A two day 
show under those conditions 
can be very waring.  
 

At Offutt, the Great Plains 
CAF wing provided great 
help with set-up, show cov-
erage, and tear down.  
 

We owe the Great Plains 
Wing a big Thank You!! 

 
 
Is that tall coolie standing on top of 
“309’s port wing??  

Photo by Col D. Lawry 
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RMW PX Apprentice 
Contact: 

Col Georgia Thompson 

Help Wanted 

Reception? 
          Meeting? 

           Reunion? 
Demonstration? 
         Gathering? 
 
Need a meeting place 
with room for 10 up to 
40+? 
 
Want to meet some-
place with real atmos-
phere (besides just air?) 
 
Would a private kitchen 
be handy? 
 
Need it to be secure?  
(or not)! 
 
Lots of Private Parking! 
  
Why not meet in a Mu-
seum?  A unique Muse-
um at that!  Why not 
meet in a Museum - 
totally private - sur-
rounded by aviation and 
WWII memorabilia? 
 
The RMWCAF Museum 
at the Grand Junction 
Airport is for rent for 
your gathering.  Contact 
Wing Leader Colonel 
Fred Suevel 
<RMW.leader@gmail.com> 
or (847) 951-4676 for 
more information. 
  
You’ll be glad you did!! 
 
Your Guests will be too! 
  

For Rent 

PARK 

Aircraft Tie Down  
Space Available 

 
If you or someone you 
know has need for an 
aircraft tie-down at the 
Grand Junction Airport 
(GJT) or would be inter-
ested in moving their 
tiedown to a more con-
venient location at GJT, 
The Rocky Mountain 
Wing CAF has tie-down 
space available.  Easy 
access, Lots of parking, 
rest rooms (including 
shower) access includ-
ed.  BARGAIN PRICE 
$60.00 per month.  Con-
tact Col Thompson: 
 
RMW.Operations@gmail.com 

Help  

Send Ad Text or bids to: 
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

Become a Member  

 

Rocky Mountain 
Wing 

 

Commemorative  
Air Force !! 

 
Join the other members that 
help Western Colorado stand 
out as the home of one of the 
89 units, world wide, that 
strive to Educate today’s 
Children and younger gener-
ations about the history of 
our nation’s ongoing fight for 
freedom; Inspire reasons for 
today’s and tomorrow’s gen-
erations to recognize the need 
to reinforce those freedoms, 
and Honor those of our cur-
rent and past generations that 
willingly faced so much to 
protect & guarantee our free-
dom and liberty.  
 
To carry this message the 
Commemorative Air Force 
(CAF) owns, restores. Main-
tains, and operates 181 his-
toric aircraft of types used to 
fight for those freedoms. 
 
We’re a totally volunteer 
supported organization that 
builds pride within it’s mem-
bership to succeed.  Come 
help us use our WWII Grum-
man TBM Torpedo Bomber 
and Piper NE-1 Primary 
Trainer Aircraft to carry our 
message to the public. 
 
If you’re not a “joiner”, you 

can still help.  The CAF is a 
501 (c)(3) charity and all 
donations are totally tax de-
ductible.  Help us help you! 

Ride In a 
Real WWII 

WARBIRD 

Grumman TBM Avenger 
Torpedo Bomber 

Piper NE-1 J3 Cub 

Mini Softi 240  
Parachute 

 
$1,700.00 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE 
 

CONTACT EDITOR 
RMW.Education@gmail.com 

Do It NOW!! 

September 2024 




