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EDUCATE                          INSPIRE                             HONOR

The forces were overwhelming!

                    I was facing certain defeat!   

    Then I thought of the famous words spoken by Capt 

                     John Paul Jones on the deck of the Bon Homme Richard, 

                                         “I have not yet begun to write!”    

I was a writer long before Sept of 2023 when Col Tom Howe asked me to do an article of 

the Wendover Ut mission.  Four years earlier in Montrose, in the same captain’s chair 
he manned at this year’s show, a young boy without a dollar for the wing walk and a 
conversation with Col Howe, had shaped my perspective and CAF columnist’s future.

It all started with the three amigos, Cols Bill Shepard, Jim Korber, and myself, nursing 

“309”up to Wendover after a long bout with the covids and two engine rebuilds. It was 

the top story in years for the Propwash and somehow, I knew then Col Howe had got 

me again.

Being the “desert rat” who lives 200 miles away with terrible phone service, and no 
computer skills, writing articles for the Propwash was a definite honor.

So, my newsletter writing career took off. I’ve tried to give you quality craftmanship, 
content, humor and emotions in every article since. Then, years later Col Howe 

announced his retirement as editor-in-chief of the Propwash Gazette. That’s when the 
gnawing began.

I could do that…IF I had or knew anything about computers and IF I didn’t live in the 
middle of nowhere. I let it slip to the back of my mind.

Time passed and neither NASA, otherwise known as Col Howe’s “old boss”, nor the 
RMW had any rocket scientist/computer genius types available. Then the subtle 

comments began. Inside I was going nuts. Finally, a month or so later, I couldn’t take it 
anymore. Since the word “can’t” is not in my vocabulary, I announced I would continue 
in Col Howe’s esteemed footsteps as editor of the world famous RMW Propwash 
Newsletter. I would just have to figure it out. 

God did not intend for desert rats to own computers, yet rats are very smart and 

adaptable and can be taught. So, please be patient fellow Rocky Mtn wingers, I CAN do 

this and ,with the invaluable help of my lovely assistant and friend Chris Brodeur we 

will do our best to carry on Col Howe’s legacy of a world class publication.

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE ** ROCKY MOUNTAIN WING

P.O. Box 4125, Grand Junction, Colorado 81502

HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE

Avenger approaches the 

flight deck of the USS 

Wolverine.
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Photo of the Month

Asymmetric genius or sheer madness?  details at bottom of page                  

Meet the Blohm&Voss BV188 , a german reconnaissance airplane that looks like it was assembled from two 

different aircraft.

Designer Richard Vogt sought a 360degree view for surveillance, something impossible with a conventional 

fuselage blocking the sightline of the engine and nose. The engine and tail boom were placed on the port side 

,perfectly balancing the weight and aerodynamic drag of the fully glazed cabin. Despite its strange appearance, 

test pilots consistenly praised its excellent handling and stability

RMWCAF on the Web 
www.rmwcaf.org 

www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.

Vintage Clips

Col Tom Howe can now officially 

enjoy reading the propwash without 

editing it

Insert 

maintenence 

report here 

except I 

didn’t get one 
from Col 

Hyrum Webb

This tires ready 

to roll, West Star 

has checked 

and passed  the 

spare and the 

right tires being 

checked this 

week
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Rocky Mountain Wing AIR SHOW SCHEDULE 2026

MONTH DAYS LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS

March 21-22 Luke AFB, Glendale AZ Luke Days Airshow and 

open house 

PENDING

April 18-19 Holloman AFB 

Alomogordo NM

Legacy of LIberty PENDING

May 16-17 Mountian Home ID Gunfighter Skies Airshow PENDING

May 23 Cannon AFB Clovis NM Wings over Cannon PENDING

June 20 Boulder CO Boulder Ball PENDING

June 27-28 Hill AFB  Ogden UT Warriors over the 

Wasatch

PENDING

August 8-9 Offutt AFB  Omaha NB Defenders of freedom Air 

and Space Show 

PENDING

August 22-23 Billings MT Yellowstone International 

Air Show

PENDING

Sept 26 Spanish fork UT Wings and Wheels PENDING

Oct 3-4 Grand Junction CO Grand Junction Airshow PENDING

Oct 17 Las Cruces NM Sky Fiesta Air Race & 

Show

PENDING

Oct 24-25 EL Paso TX Amigo Airshow PENDING

Nov 7-8 Dallas TX CAF  HQ AIrshow PENDING



CAF - RMW Executive Board Meeting, 12.06.2025

Attendees:  Fred Suvel (Executive Officer), Joe Webb (Adjutant),  Jim Korber (Operations Officer), Bob Thompson (Operations), John 

Mummery (Finance Officer),  Hyrum Webb (Maintenance Officer), Tim Hession (Safety Officer), Tom Howe (Education Officer), Tim 

Dyer (Facility Maintenance/Grant Officer), Randy Kempf, (Pilot)   MIA, Donaldson Lawry wing leader, somewhere in the Caribbean

Winter maintenance: Cylinder stubs have been replaced; gasket installation is pending.  The tail wheel required only an oil top-up in 

the shock. After refilling to the correct level and conducting several drop tests, the tail wheel is now repaired. o Tail wheel bolt and 

bushing were inspected and will undergo magnaflux testing. A new grease zerk fitting has been installed. o Brake seals: awaiting 

parts. o Wheels: scheduled for magnaflux testing. o Cylinder head temperature: currently examining wiring to sensors, which are 

functioning properly.

Members: 17 new members joined this year.    Welcome to the wing, Our TBM needs crews so get on board and have fun! 

Finance – John Mummery , Air show income for 2025. 

We received $15k in donations. For any donation over $5k, contact John Mummery to list it as an aircraft sponsorship, which avoids 

the 9% penalty.  Dues – hard to predict but so far is $3250 per year.

               Dance – highest cost event. The Dance generates revenue because of the sponsorships Keith solicits. It

 is a great event for high visibility and community outreach. 

  Air shows – $3500 is our goal  but for a good show we can take less. 

  TBM rides of $825 RMW are an exclusive deal! We are in a better position now because we now have 

more local pilots like Randy Kempf. Grand Junction is a GREAT place with the local scenery for War Bird 

rides! We can possibly make more money with the Cub as we get more pilots. 

  Fixed expenses- These are required or “Have to have” events! We need to have an income of $50k to 

 survive and operate. 

 • Insurance – we will save 10% this year because we have money in the bank and can pay the total payment up 

front. • Loan – we owe $72k total

  Loan payments discussion – Possibilities include a payoff a $32k loan to HQ. Purchase new radios for 

$12k. We will look at procuring a grant for the radios as per Tim Dyer’s recommendation. Current Maintenance 

Items are low costs. John will investigate adding extra funds to our installments to pay off the loans faster.

Bob Thompson – A Safety Stand Down was put in place by CAF Head Quarters for the last week of November 2025. A Safety Stand 

down video is now required to be viewed by Pilots, Operation Officer and Wing Leaders. Make sure this is done for RMW via Rally 

Point. This video is required for Pilots to be able to fly in the Spring. 

A condensed rundown of Decembers top 

secret executive meeting , full details are 

available upon request

Compiled by Col Joe/Spider Webb

Editors assume no responsibility for any important missing  information
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As far as Christmas parties go, this year’s party held the spirit of joy. The joy of 
the Christmas season and the joy of the 2025 airshow season mingled 

throughout the RMW headquarters at the final hoorah of 2025. After the most 

successful season in a decade the entire wing had good reason to celebrate. 

There were quite a few Cols at the party, some well behaved children and all the 

lovely spouses gathered together for the joyous feast. There was that feeling of 

one big happy family. One that supported and cared for each and every 

member. A family that stood together through good times and hardships.  A 

family that came together for every mission, dance and event throughout the 

year. Thus, proving a family can get along at the dinner table and still provide a 

world class aviation experience. A family of young and old, all with hearts of 

gold 

Prospects for the 2026 were another reason to be happy as Col’s Jim Korber 

and Hyrum Webb had recently returned from ICAS (International Council of 

Airshows) in Las Vegas with a list of potential of airshows for the 2026 season.

The annual awards ceremony featured Col Fred Suvel presenting personalized 

plaques for unique and prestigious awards. Notably Col’s Kent Taylor, Tom 
Howe, and Bob Thompson all received lifetime service awards, basically the 

CAF medal honor!  Thanks for all you’ve done for the RMW! Bob’s wife, Col 
Georgia Thompson received the Outstanding PX Manager Award for the many 

years of organizing our traveling boutique. Col John Mummery kept the books 

looking good and received the Outstanding Financial Guidance Award.  We 

grossed $100,150.44 and he counted every penny!

Col Hyrum Webb’s family all shared in the most supportive family award, and 
our newest pilot Col Gary Macfarquhar, along with his wife Karen, traveled the 

distance to accept the New Pilot Award. His enthusiasm and desire to fly our 

TBM, and all the hard work it took,  makes it a very special award, even for a 

former F15 pilot.

The Golden Q-tip Award went to Col Mark Meiners for the hours spent this year 

cleaning all the oil from the nooks and crannies of “309”.

Col Tim Dyer was recognized for sponsoring the most rides this year, and finally, 

I, Col Stu Lynn, who’s just learning how to use a computer, somehow got an 
award for doing it, go figure 

We couldn’t educate, inspire and honor without the contributions of each and 
every member in the RMW.  The air show schedule will be out soon and these 

airshows need crews. Its gonna take all hands-on deck to top the 25 season. 

Ground schools are not far off and your favorite destination awaits!

Col Fred Suvel presented Col Georgia 

Thompson a well deserved PX award

Col Bob Thompson couldn’t help but be happy, 
despite the hat

And just like that ,its straight into
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Col Kent Taylor sure earned this award



Last years adds at this years prices
Prices subject to change ,taxes, airline fees and baggage handling charges may apply

New listing
Space Available!

On the SS Lawrey for 2026 
Christmas Party Cruise!

Melissa and Donaldson

 Lawrey cruising the high seas
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Whos that out the starboard side

Our dates in michigan

Tough guys

Buff guy New guyHigh guy

Hanging with the Blues

Still flying out of Cape May NJ

Pin up of the month

Col JP Mellor

Lyle Pursells flies again in Iowa

This guy got the Q-tip award
Cadet Jordan Meiners, Col 

Jim/Elrod Korber and the Rock, 

Col Dick JacksonDon Stephens flew in his old seat
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