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EDUCATE                          INSPIRE                            HONOR

Col Tim Hession captured “309” and by the dawns early light the crew was heading east

The 11th Annual gathering of TBM Avengers in Peru, IL included an Honor flight, Rides, Show flights, hospitality, 

camaraderie and the friendly volunteers all coming together  to make Peru, IL, a premier destination  airshow. 

Thanks especially to RMW Cols Jeff Gebhauer, all the way from Sioux City, IA and Rick Stanley from Clifton, KS.  

Both outstanding RMW volunteers who went out of the way to help for the duration of the show. 

Randy, Hyrum, and I ( Donelson) took off just after 0600 on Wednesday, May 13, from GJT and flew across the 

incredible Rockies, past Longs Peak and dropped down into Greeley.   This is where we picked up some gas and our 

second pilot, Gary MacFarquhar.  I also met up with John Hissem, my old boss from Lockheed Martin, who was there 

showing off the new avionics and paint job of his Cherokee Six.  That was super to see an old work friend.  Flying keeps 

us in touch.  Then, we were off to Red Oak, IA for more fuel, cheaper at $4.75, and met some of Gary’s buddies.  There 

were windy conditions into Peru, but not too high for a safe landing.  We were immediately met by our consummate 

hosts, Jane and Brad Deckert.  Since our plan for weather included an early departure on Wednesday for the 

Friday/Saturday show, we had a free afternoon so we went yachting of course!  Brad and Jane have a wonderful 

cruiser and we enjoyed a nice trip on the IL river for a few hours.  Now what show includes boating?

This is a unicorn show.  It includes gas to and from, all the gas for the show and rides, oil, hotel, car, 

food - Great food and beer.  One of our pilots summed it up like this:  “…it's like a dream I was 
having. I was at this airshow, where all the gas was free, we got to fly all we wanted, ate all the food 

we could eat, ice cold beer, and winds right down the runway. I woke up and it was TRUE!”

What happens in Peru

The Crew that Flew

You’re  Dreaming

Continued p3
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Saturday May 9th was supposed to be  the normal staff meeting at 

the RMW hanger. Primarily the plan was to fly two cub flights, have 

the meeting, and fly one more cub ride. So I left work a bit early 

Friday and made my way the 160 miles to GJT ready for a casual 

Saturday. The hanger was already a beehive of activity and “309 “  
peered out the open doors at the little J3 cub parked ready to fire up 

blocking the way out. Unbeknownst to me, the TBM had flights this 

morning as well and preparations had begun for a full-on rides day, 

the meeting would have to wait.

     It wasn’t long before the museum and tarmac was full of guests 
and riders milling about taking in 80 years of aviation history. Col 

Andy Guier gave the first of his three pre-flight briefings that 

morning and with a quick throwing of the prop, the little yellow Cub 

quietly roared to life.  Moments later one very happy young man and 

Col Guier taxied away and took to the sky. Patiently waiting , “309” 
was then pulled out into the sunshine and  spread her wings. Col 

pilot Randy Kempf and flight safety officer Col Trevor Burrell gave 

passengers the pre-flight briefings shortly before “309”  loudly 
announced the R2600’s awakening - to the delight of the crowd!

About the time the chalks were pulled the Cub rolled back in with 

the passenger suffering from perma-grin and itching like crazy to 

join the RMW. Funny how that works!

     The morning progressed with  the Cub and the TBM taking turns 

picking up and returning passengers with big smiles, to the hanger. 

A large group of aviation enthusiasts came by from the Hawks 

group located at the Mack /Mesa airport. They had a great visit with 

us and were able to see both airplanes in action. Cols Bob 

Thompson and Donelson Lawry spoke to the group for a while in the 

museum explaining who we are and what we do in the RMW.

With an invitation  to visit their place and cheeseburgers every 

Saturday, there's a fair possibility the Cub and TBM will by flying the 

short distance to spend a day doing what we do best: Educate  

Inspire and Honor. 

     Ending the activities the airplanes were lined up for photos by 

new Col and soon-to-be-propwash-photographer Blaze Herman. A 

final visitor from  across the pond showed up at the gate - all the 

way from Wales, UK. Steve had been traveling the SW and found us 

on the last day of his US tour. That Welsh accent and a sense of 

humor made his visit and the end of our day something to smile 

about. He loved the TBM and CUB and had a fun afternoon checking 

out the RMW. Coincidently the night before I was discussing Wales 

with my girlfriend, who was in the Navy and stationed in Wales. She 

was in Haverfordwest, all one word ,near to the towns of  

Aberystwyth and  Llanddieniol.  Not far away from Gilfachrheda, 

Llaingarreglwyd and Penbontrhydyfothau. These are real towns and 

nobody on earth except people from Wales can pronounce them.   If 

you want to get close to proper pronunciation try  putting two 

marbles and  a half a shot of Irish whiskey in your mouth first.

The first and only May 9 Staff meeting /TBM, 

CUB rides/open house experimental day

Line up girls!

The Hawks of Mesa CO

Col Andy 

Guier explains 

the Cub  to 

CAP cadet 

Davian Baca, 

who by the 

way loved the 

ride, the Cub 

and the RMW.

Piper J3 CUB

Inspiring 

future 

generations 

since 1937



Wing Leaders 

Report by Col Donelson Lawry

The Saints tour crew took a break from turning the prop this 

week and let some of the visiting Hawks group take a spin

We had steady ride sales since the only other rides TBM, our CAF MO wing, 

had carb problems shortly into the show and then 309 was the only rides 

aircraft. We set up the wing walk on Brad Deckerts TBM, uniquely showing 

off what the front of one looks like without an engine.  Brad's TBM engine is 

in repair and he hopes to be back in the air later this year.  We hope so.  

That worked well since RMW then had a homebase for our modest PX, a 

rides desk, and wing walk volunteers.
The Rides highlight was an Honor Flight 

we provided to Michael Cosgrove, whose 

father Robert, was a famous TBM pilot.  

Loyce Edward Deen, an Aviation 

Machinist Mate 2nd Class, USNR, was 

the gunner on Lt Cosgrove’s TBM. On 

November 5, 1944, VT-15 participated in 

a raid on Manila where Lt. Cosgrove’s 
plane was hit multiple times by anti-

aircraft fire while attacking a Japanese 

cruiser. Deen was killed. The Avenger's 

pilot, Lt. Cosgrove, managed to return to 

his carrier, the USS Essex. Both Deen 

and the plane had been shot up so badly 

that crews were unable to extricate 

Deen from the turret. It is the only time in 

U.S. Navy history (and probably U.S. 

military history) that an aviator was 

buried in his aircraft after being killed in 

action.  You may have seen the original 

footage before , if not its on YouTube. 

Michael provided RMW with much more 

on Robert Cosgrove, the story depth of 

which deserves further coverage.  If you 

want to see these files, send an email to 

rmw.executive.com.        Continued P4

This year Peru IL was our First Airshow!  Due to 

budget changes, we lost attendance to a few key 

shows that brought critical wing revenue in last 

year.  This year, pivoting to rides kept us in the 

black despite the losses from these shows.   

Going forward, there are more Areas of 

Opportunity with more rides, airshows in July and 

August, and more TBM pilots coming on to open 

up even more event possibilities.   If our traditional 

air shows keep on a trajectory of low budget for 

warbirds, we must adapt to new events.  This is 

really good news, we have many new possibilities.   

Dream one up, “build” it, work all the details, then 
bring it to our operations officer to see if we can 

make it wor

We welcomed John Wood, his wife Mary, and son 

Andrew, to the hanger Saturday 23 May, to share 

stories of his Canadian TBM pilot adventures, and 

boy, what adventures!  Survived two crashes, 

thousands of hours, firefighting missions, spray 

operations:  John was one of the pilots in the 

1970s, where TBMs were still workhorses all over 

the place.   This was super rich, humorous, and 

incredible hangar flying.  It was recorded and we 

will replay that at the museum sometime this 

winter and otherwise share that when available.  

There is a lot there. What super nice people too, 

bringing us a pound of coffee and Canadian 

Coffee Crisps.

Please use the signup link to engage in our wing 

activities during rides days.  Rides Volunteers  go 

there, sign up, log in and it will allow you to see 

who is doing what, and where we need help.  Its an 

electronic sign up sheet.

In the works is a website rebuild, museum tours, 

email updates on events, presentations and 

airshows in Wyoming and Nebraska.  Check the 

schedule and

Git Er Dun = Keep Em Flyin’

 

Back in Peru

Col Gary MacFarquar and 

Michael Cosgrove before 

the flight honoring his 

father Robert and Loyce 

Deen



Our ride home from Peru was dominated by weather 

avoidance, which was expertly done.  Two pilots in a 

TBM on a long cross country is helpful and crew 

resource management was practiced.  All fun and 

safe.  Speaking of two pilots, this fly intensive show 

with over 14 hours and 9 rides allowed the pilots to 

divvy up rides and show flying, plus legs on the flight 

out and back.  Building time and sharing knowledge in 

the air and on the ground with Brad, TBM expert, was 

invaluable. 

We had a super fine time this year at the TBM 

gathering, and PLAN to return next year.  Cant wait.

                                             submitted by Col Donelson Lawry

Take me home
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The CAF was well represented in Peru by RMW and the Missouri Wing  

Not only can he dance ,  I've seen him pull “309” by himself  Col Randy Kempf  prefers to use the tug despite Col 

Hyrum Webb’s  super human strength

Last minute maintenance

Just the other day, Maintenance crews led 

by Col Hyrum Webb and his great idea of 

putting dualies on “309” attempted the 
impossible. Hoping for smoother landings 

and better traction  the wheels fit perfectly 

but wouldn’t fit in the wheel wells when 
the gear was retracted. Contact Col Webb 

if you have a solution, just kidding!



Rocky Mountain Wing AIR SHOW SCHEDULE 2026
MONTH DAY LOCATION SHOW TBM CUB STATUS

MARCH 21 Grand Junction Flying Days COMPLETED

APRIL 11 Grand Junction Cub Rides Day COMPLETED        

APRIL 24-26 St George Utah and St John 

Az

The Saints tour  Don Stephens and 

rides days 

COMPLETED

MAY 13-17 Peru Illinois TBM  Avenger Reunion

 

COMPLETED

MAY 23 Grand Junction TBM Rides day COMPLETED

JUNE 13-14 Grand Junction J3 Cub Rides ?
JUNE 20 Boulder, CO Boulder Ball CONFIRMED

JULY 4-5 Grand Junction Flying Rides – 250th USA CONFIRMED

AUGUST 8-9 Offutt AFB Omaha, NB Defenders of Freedom Air and 

Space Show

CONFIRMED

AUGUST 14-16 Cheyenne Wy Wyoming Airshow and festival CONFIRMED

AUGUST 22-23 Billings, MT Yellowstone International Air Show CONFIRMED

SEP 5 Centennial Airport Denver Wings over the Rockies CONFIRMED

SEP 19 Elko Nevada Elko Sky Fair CONFIRMED

SEP 26 Spanish Fork, UT Wings and Wheels CONFIRMED

OCT 3-4 Grand Junction, CO Grand Junction Airshow CONFIRMED

OCT 10 Grand Junction 40”s Dance CONFIRMED

OCT 24-25 EL Paso TX Amigo Airshow PENDING

Oct 31 Durant,Ok Halloween airport/rides PENDING

NOV 7-8 Dallas TX CAF HQ Airshow PENDING

Sometimes us reporters get lucky, sometimes we just happen to be in the right 

place at the right time. Sometimes the last minute tip leads to a lifetime of stories 

and a man who tells them well. On Sat May 23 the RMW was honored to host one 

of those pilots standing on the wing. All I knew was the gentleman had 2000 hrs  

wrestling a  R2600. This was all postwar civilian work fighting fires and spraying 

crops. The kind of flying every hot shot ace in WW2 lived for, the freedom to swoop 

and soar,  the elements of danger and adventure and the comradery of fellow 

aviators. I just had to hear what John Wood had to say!                           More on next page    



A very very condensed version of 

the May 9 2026 staff meeting

Nothing happened. We tried to have a meeting but were to busy flying . The few 

schedule changes, financial reports n stuff just didn’t make the Webb this 

month.

Rest assured, staff is hard at work insuring we provide world class appearances 

wherever we are. And Col Joe/Spider Webb was on vacation anyways.

John Wood, legendary TBM pilot and his son Andrew 

check out “309” with Col’s Suvel and Lawry 

John Wood looking exactly the 

same in  #13

John Wood is a very personable character. John, along with his wife Mary and son Andrew, visited us at the RMW 

hanger on Sat may 24 to share his incredible and very humorous TBM adventures. Sadly, the stories included 

brave men who also lost their lives in TBMs often attributed to over worked and under maintained  airplanes.

Fortunately the TBM is 

also one tough turkey. 

John survived two 

forced crashes and 

credits the TBM and his 

helmet with saving his 

life. The story he told us 

of him clearing the 

forest in these two 

photos had the RMW 

laughing in their chairs

Lighter props designed for carriers still existed on TBM’s after the war . A small hairline crack  sent prop  parts  over a mile  as 

John told us about the crash above. Then there was the time he was crop dusting. He was just 10 or 20 ft above the ground  

when a duck flew up in front of him. The duck was obliterated and half of it ended up wedged behind him in the seat.   As a 

firefighter John and the TBM would make runs between 75 and 150 ft, the heat and lack of oxygen causing the R2600 to sputter 

and scare the hell out of him momentarily. Designated as a low level precision navigator, it’s not a job for the weak hearted as 

each story he told was full of adventure and his own sense of humor. Throughout his 2000 hrs of time in the TBM’s his wife 

Mary had never seen the wings folded until she entered the hanger which makes sense since there was no need to fold them 

in a civilian capacity.  It was a great honor to meet the Wood family and hear all their stories of life with a TBM . When the 

video’s available we will share it with all of you. Hopefully they return soon to take a flight and share some more stories, I 
know I have more questions about his amazing career and the tales of the WW2 pilots who shaped his future.



Cub Corners
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May’s Rides Day was a huge success!  Well done everyone!  It started out at 7:30am with 
Donelson and I (Andy) opening the hangers up with a partly cloudy sky and a light breeze.  And 
unlike April’s Rides Day, the sky opened up and welcomed our Cub into it.  We were able to knock 
out 3 rides before 11am when the temperature began to rise.  Davian Baca was a great sport after 
being weathered last min in April due to a wicked 50 knot wind shift at 400ft over the 
runways.  We had a perfectly calm and beautiful flight at 8am.  Which was followed by Dan Estep, 
and Eli Haskell at 9 and 10am, who were all great to fly with.  All flight were fantastic and expertly 
started by Col Hyrum…who btw is the only person so far that has been able to throw the prop 
through not 1 or 2…but 3 ignition points!  The day overall was a great shift of emphasis of flying 
over the meeting.  I was thrilled to see us busy and flying during the best hours of weather, then 
meeting over lunch, after all the passengers for the 5 flights left.  I hope to see this sequence 
continue when we can.

Friday before May Rides Day was also a very productive day.  Donelson and I worked out a few 
things in the Cub Program and I completed my annual Checkride.  Hyrum also made more 
headway on new inspection grommets and giving our Cub a thorough detailing.  She also got a 
long overdue full body bubble bath.  She is as shiny as ever now.

Looking forward, June 13th is a TBM/Cub Rides Day, and June 14th is a Cub Rides Day.  It’s 
filling up fast, so sign up soon!  Keep recruiting for passengers!  As a reminder, these rides make 
EXCELLENT birthday gifts or bucket list check offs.  The flight schedule is currently posted online 
and accessible through October.  Just remember age limit is 12-112 years old and weight limit is 
about 180lbs.

July 4 should be a great day for us as well as we celebrate our beautiful nation’s 250th year of 
independence.  We hope to enter the EMS in the parade, and do parade flyovers with BOTH 
airplanes.  Bring ideas and parade contacts to the next meeting.  Volunteers and coordinators will 
be needed.  I have planned July 5th for overflow or contingency flights from July 4th as well.

I am also open to new opportunities in Delta, Montrose, Mack, Moab, etc (close airports below 
6,000ft).  Please keep your ears open for happenings.  Keep up the great work and let me know if 
anyone else wants to get on the Cub Crew!  I can always use more crew to take great care of our 
PAX as well as throw the prop for starting.  Contact me if interested at RMW.Cub@gmail.com.

Davian Baca        

Eli Haskells dad and grandfather had a 

great time visiting while Eli got some  J3 

Cub time  in the air. Dan Estep

mailto:RMW.Cub@gmail.com


There was a spot on 

the wing ,and for 

years it was dinged, 

and where the wings 

fold, the metal was 

old. Then one day it 

went, and  the skin 

was all bent.  

Randy the Jedi, a master 

at heart, in no time at all 

had cut it apart.

New skin was cut and 

put into place, the show 

was still flying, the pit 

crew raced 

Two hours later, the  patch you 

can see, fit right into place as 

good as can be. 

The star of the show was back in 

the air, and the hole in the wing is 

no longer there. 

Maintenance on the fly

GONE WEST

Live from Peru

We are all deeply saddened by 

the unexpected passing of Col 

Dorothy Dutton. She was a 

member of the RMW for over 35 

yrs and was a true inspiration to 

so many of us. From working 

years of airshows, dances and 

events to the vast knowledge of 

running the museum, she was 

always there.   She always had 

that sly smile on her face and a 

heart full of gold. By spreading 

kindness , teaching and giving to 

others she touched so many 

lives  in so many ways.

We will all miss her, but we will 

also continue her legacy by 

educating, inspiring and 

honoring  with the same 

kindness, passion and hearts of 

gold.

SASSY



Vintage Clips

Col Gunnison Clamp’s first ride in the TBM was a tow to the gas station 
in GJT. “309” was fueled up for the Peru mission . His next flight  flight is 

to the Boulder Ball in two weeks, have fun it's a blast !

THIS IS THE LOOK  WHEN YOUR BROTHER 

ALWAYS GETS TO BE  IN THE PILOTS SEAT

Photo of the month
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