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COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

Imagine seeing an ad, “Seeking Women
To Learn to Fly!” that’s what Joy
Lofthouse and her older sister found in
1943. The ad was from the ATA, the “Air
Transport Auxiliary”. Having never even
driven a car, she and her sister leaped
at the opportunity joining over 2000
applicants for the chance. Of the 2000
women only 17 were picked, including
both Joy and her sister Yvonne. By wars
end she was qualified to fly 18 types of
aircraft, the Spitfire was her favorite.
Known as one of the Attagirls or the
Spitfire Girls, her job was primarily to fly
straight from the factories to the front
line squadrons, delivering an aircraft
ready for combat, minus the
ammunition. In 2015, she took control

. . of a Spitfire for the last time before
Just my opinion passing away at 94 in 2017I

| was talking with this sweet little old woman one day last year and | imagined her as a young
woman putting rivets into “309”even though she would’ve only been six in 1945. Then | started
thinking about her mother and the 19,350,000 other ladies, give or take a few, that changed the
roles of society forever.

Rosie the riveter brought the all American girl to the forefront of women in the workforce .
Along with her were gals like Wendy the welder, the Mutionettes, Angels of Bataan and the six
triple eight. There were the Flying Nightingales, the ATA and the infamous soviet Night witches.
Women stepped up around the world into every role possible standing behind their men and
country providing critical services to the war effort.

They joined many newly formed services to become WACS and CWACs ,Wasps and Waves,
WAAFs and WAAAFs, CWAAFs and SPARS ,WRCNs, WRNAS, WRNs, AWAS ,the USMCWR ,
the Government Girls ,and hundreds of other
organizations.

It didn’t take long to realize | could never write an article on all these volunteer services,
organizations and the contributions these women made to the world. Pouring through
information, the history and stories were staggering. | was learning history | had never heard of
and, like so many stories of the past, they deserve to be remembered and passed on.
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Imagining my grandmother or Col Dorothy Dutton
as a pilot in the 588" night bomber regiment
crossed my mind. They were known as the Night
Witches and were an all-female Soviet combat
group. One of three authorized by Stalin, the 588"
were the least qualified pilots and were given old
Polikarpov Po-2 biplanes. Laden with one bomb
strapped under each wing, the pilots rarely carried
parachutes to save weight, and flying low at night
they often returned riddled with gunfire. Having no
modern instruments, they navigated by flashlight
with maps and compasses in open cockpits

exposed to the weather. lIronically, the least Pilots of the 588 Bomber Regiment and the Polikarpov Po-2
qualified pilots with the oldest rickety biplanes

became the most feared by the Germans. Imagining
grandma or Dorothy, bundled up in her flight cap
and goggles darting about at night to avoid the spot
lights and gunfire while wreaking havoc on German
lines just made me smile.

Joan Hughes and the ATA

(Air Transport Auxiliary). The ATA was a civilian volunteer group
formed in 1939 to carry mail, medical supplies and personnel
while freeing up able-bodied men for active service. With the
outbreak of war they transitioned to ferrying aircraft between
factories, maintenance units and front line squadrons. One out
of every eight pilots was a woman, totaling 166 ladies from
eight countries. By wars end they had ferried over 309,000
aircraft of 147 different types.

Joan Hughes started flying at fifteen and by seventeen had
become Britian's  youngest qualified female pilot. Her
qualifications made her a shoe-in for the first class of female
pilots to join the ATA in 1940. Standing at just over five ft tall, by
the wars end she was qualified to instruct and fly every type of
military aircraft in service at the time, often ferrying four engine
bombers like the 22ft 9in tall ”Short Sterling”

Can you believe anyone would name this airplane short ? ¢ )
“wm> Page?2
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. Despite some show cancellations due to new regulations, we have some really bright spots. Show vacancies

allow us to schedule Rides Days and make us available for other airshows, perhaps ones where the TBM can
. fly as a part of the show, and do rides before and after. We will Attack on All Fronts! Here's an idea- oh
| whoops now I got to run this... I heard today that Mile High Wing is getting a T-28 Trojan! We will create an

event to fly with them either here or there and how cool will that be??!! Beech 18, TBM, T-28, Piper Cub- talk
about a Rides Day...

New Members! New members with skills! Welcome: A&P, IA, and photographer all joined us this year, two this last week.
Thanks to them our Cub annual is complete. With new connections in Eagle and Montrose, new Areas of Opportunity abound.

In other blisteringly cool developments, we now have an online portal for our oil analysis (laboneinc.com) AND Air Corps digital
warbird library. The former is where we can store/see trends of our TMB oil health, like bloodwork? And Air corps has every

document you would ever need for warbirds, that is what they do, and it's a service provided to us CAF Wings by HQ. See me for
details.

Grants officer Colonel Dyer set up a meeting with our Grant writer where we covered the current state of the RMW and finance
target areas for grant applications. That is moving forward and we will update you as we go.

We also need a Development officer at RMW. What a cool opportunity: Please check out https://www.cafdevelopment.org/ and
learn more about the importance of this vital role. ) . )
The dates are all set, Ground School for Pilots is March 11, Crew and Members is

March 14. For testing see: cafoperations.org/training learn what tests you are required, and

ask me if you don't know. Good stuff here and Rides Day #1 2026 is March 21 at
Grand Junction Reginal Airport, GIT.

0930 till were done!
The RMW is going to have a blast this year, now get on out here!

Submitted by Col Donelson Lawry and this is the correct spelling of his

name ,the editor apologises for the misteaks in spellling the last cupple
months.

Col’s Lawry and Korber outside the hanger, no there wasn't a
fire! The GJT Regional FD sent the big water guns to pick up and
dispose of/recycle “309”s oil after a quick change at the
hanger last week.

The Flying Nightingales were another civilian volunteer group.
Over 200 civilian nurses donned military uniforms and flew in
transports to Europe delivering medical supplies, picking up
wounded soldiers and returning them to Britian following the D
day invasion. Their job was to keep the men alive till they got
back, with little equipment and often horrific wounds , they
returned over 100,000 men to England. Being civilians in uniform
they were not recognized as aircrew for 54 years until Queen
Elizabeth set the record straight



https://www.cafoperations.org/training
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MONTH DAY
(e 21
APRIL 18-19

MAY 16-17
MAY 23
20

27-28

AUGUST 8-9

AUGUST W¥EVK]

12-13

26

OCT 3-4

17
24-25
NOV 7-8

AOCHY HOUNTAIN. WING A7 SHOW SCHEDUYIE 2025

LOCATION

Grand Junction
Holloman AFB
Alamogordo, NM
Mountain Home AFB,
Mountain Home, ID
Cannon AFB
Clovis, NM
Boulder, CO
HillAFB Ogden, UT
Offutt AFB Omaha, NB

Billings, MT

Montrose, CO
Spanish Fork, UT
Grand Junction, CO
Las Cruces, NM
EL Paso TX
Dallas TX

! ¢

SHOW TBM CuB STATUS

Flying Days T PENDING

Legacy of Liberty - PENDING

Gunfighter Skies Airshow - PENDING

Wings Over Cannon - PENDING

Boulder Ball - PENDING

Warriors Over The Wasatch - PENDING

Defenders of Freedom Air and - PENDING
Space Show

Yellowstone International Air - PENDING

Show

Tribute to Aviation - PENDING

Wings and Wheels - PENDING

Grand Junction Airshow - PENDING

Sky Fiesta Air Race & Show [N PENDING

Amigo Airshow T PENDING

CAF HQ Airshow I PENDING

Shows in bold print are highly likely, most probable ,almost definite ,95% confirmed and very good possibilities ,maybe!

now have multiple CHTs, the goal is three.

Maintenance: the TBM is just about ready after some delays with parts and planning. The last of the CHT temp
sensors, this time matched correctly to our new old stock CHT meter, and will arrive at the time of this writing. We will
If you are interested (i.e. nerdy), Col Donelson Lawry can share how Al
helped scan the old gauge worn markings and come up with specifications helping with component compatibility end to
end. Additionally, we installed a USB outlet behind the pilot's seat to aid in charging our situational awareness aids -
electronic flight books, ok iPads. There are now two separately sourced USB outlets - redundancy is good.

UPDATE Cylinder head temperature gauges have been replaced.

Maintenance is nearly complete—thank you to everyone involved for your
hard work and dedication. Time to start this puppy up!

Airplanes are
aluminum, ships are
steel. Marian Wynn
was a true Wendy the
Welder. She welded
pipes at Kaiser
Shipyardsin
California building
vital ships for the
effort.
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Snider's YWabb

A condensed version of the

March 13 2026 staff meeting
Compiled by Col Joe/Spider Webb

2026 Goals

. For 2026, our primary goal is to focus on increasing mission-driven activities while making them more
enjoyable for all members.

. We are working to boost member engagement and aim to add 10 new members to our group this year.

Flight Rides

. TBM Rides: We plan to set dates for TBM rides during the Operations section. Our goalis to increase rides
by 25% this year. Tentative dates are March 7 th and 21 st, depending on weather, maintenance status,
and pilot availability.

. Cub Rides: Andy is available to pilot Cub rides on monthly meeting dates, except for July and August when
high temperatures may impact scheduling.

Officer Positions
° Education and Development Officer positions remain open. Members are encouraged to consider

volunteering for these important roles.
Other Business

. There are ongoing items related to PX, Propwash, new equipment needs, and pilot availability that require

attention and follow-up throughout the year.The PXis ready to go.;,,;;
/f_ﬁ?

Member Stories
o Members are invited to share their own CAF stories and reflect on why they are part of the organization.

Email Stu Lynn at this address!!! stuartalynn@gmail.com

Adjutant: Col Joe Webb presented:
. Please post your volunteer hours sheet on the kitchen bulletin board, especially for air shows.
. Shirts that have been ordered should be delivered by the March Meeting.

Outreach
. The RMW video is now operational and on display at the Grand Junction Regional Terminal, enhancing our

visibility to the public. Thanks Cameron, Grand Junction Airport Authority

Operations Officer: Col Jim Korber presented:

2026 Potential Airshow Locations

We may fly the TBM at GJ Airshow in 2026.

Expecting 4-5 pilots available next year.

Online tests (6802, 66-1, 60-1) should be done before March 14,
Cafoperations.org (Online training box on the website.) Since we have cadets
Under 18 years old, you need to take “Youth interaction and protection”.

Ground School

° Pilots March 11th 9:00 a.m.

° RMW Members, March 14th $10 for lunch. 9:00 a.m. No Staff MTG!

° Jim Korber is the operations email contact to enter at the end of the training.

elrod59@bresnan.net
° Sign up for Air Shows anytime. Mountain Home is already “crewed”. Boulder is probably full as

well.

(Continued on next page)
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(Continuing on)

Maintenance Officer: Col Hyrum Webb Presented:

Winter Maintenance Overview

. TBM - Winter maintenance is nearly complete. Spark plugs, covers, cylinder head wires and complete oil
change are soon to be done. Josh Mayorle and lvan Moon are assisting in the work as they are certified in
AnP/ IA.

° The team added a USB C port behind the bulkhead by the pilot’s seat for iPad and cell phones, provided by
Col Tim Dyer

. CUB Aircraft Maintenance - The team will monitor engine screen on the engine for debris. Cubis in
phenomenal condition!

° Correct manuals will be purchased for the Cub.

Tim Hession and John Mummery are going to the CAF

e FAN FAVORITE Conferencein I?allas at the end of February. Thisis a
s Sl = JORDAN MEINERS! great opportunity forany members to tag along,
goﬂg@ﬁ//ﬂﬁbﬂ&/v For doing a fantastic job on her contactJohn or Tim ASAP before its to late ,although
N\ dance competition it may be to late already, considering its March.

The Six Triple Eight

On the ground, frontline soldiers struggled through
months and years not hearing from home. At home
families worried about their sons, often having not
heard from them since they shipped out. For three
years the mail backlogged until the Six Triple Eight
battalion of the WACs (Women's Army Corp) got the
monumental task of delivering over 17,000,000
pieces of mail. The 6888™" battalion was a
segregated unit consisting of 855 black women . Set
up for failure, they were tasked with completing the
job in six months. The job was completed in three!
Imagining being that frontline soldier, | finally
received that letter from home, sat down and cried..

° L
\?;’r’
s As reported above, the cub is in phenomenal condition. Special thanks to new members Col Ivan
y" Moon, Col Josh Mayorle and his friend Steve Skramstad who completed all the annuals on the
W Cub last week. Col Andy Guier should be up in the air and soliciting rides by the second week of :
March. Rides in the Cub are a great way to get the younger generation involved in aviation. They f/
make great gifts for everyone to experience the open air and feel the thrill. Let’s take advantage of e

A the hard work put in and spread the word.

% Cubrides, Cub rides, Cub rides *
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Vintage Clips
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til the latrine in barrack 27 is clean.”
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| hgd to wonder, for just a moment, how many Army pilots were Naval
aviators? This P47D is launching from the USS Manila Bay (CVE - 61) in
late June of 1944, headed for Saipan and solid runways.
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Kenneth E. Harmon

ian’s office.

army narse.

Supreme Court,

A navy man and
fell in love in a Japa:ens
dark days when the en
Philippines, were hone:
terday following th:

They are Kenneth Erwin Ha $
rmon; a t Mr.
g‘?gtlvgts. Seward R. Harmon, 325 S. Meade st and
. € R. Brantley of Jefferson, Texas, an

They were married in Go ivian’ fice
July 13 by JpsticeoN;)rris =3 g:lx;rl:zroylt‘},\l:ncilgi;do
€ nly the governor and a member
otrhxs secreﬁrial staff witnessed the double-ring
::: igl:;yt'he nﬁ";&?%h no particular effort was made

} iage ' sel i 3 i
by Statehouse obse:g'vers.cret' iffpaned unnotess

P

We had sort ,ot hoped to keep it secret for
awhile as we aren’t looking for any publicity,” MT.
Harmon said yesterday. “But I guess it's out now.”

Helped Organize Hospitals

A resident of the Far East for the past 12 years,
Mr. Harmon was in charge of the naval cold stor-
age plant of the 16th Naval District in Manila when
the city fell to the Japanese Jan. 1, 1942.
at his post of duty when Japanese soldiers seized
him and took him to Santo Tomas internment camp.

Navy Man Weds Nurse in Governor Vivian's Office—_

f"aan Angel' Honeymoons at E vergreen

‘“Angel of Bataan,” who
€ prison camp during the
emy was over-running the
i ymooning at Evergreen yes-

T marriage in Governor Viv-

Lieutenant Brantley, wh

: » om he

the time, was sent from Fort Mél{:‘:\i n:t a:‘ 1“ ‘
five days after the Pearl Harbop .};(.ok ';}l,'
‘helped organize hospitals in the city umf\ .chrme
mas Eve, 1941, when she wag ordered to Bat a-
to set up a field hospital. o A
: She toiled in the hospital until April 6, when
it was demolished by Japanese bombs. ‘Two days
later she was transferred to the Con'eg.[dor mnre};;
where she became a ‘prisoner of the Japanese on
May 7 with 55 other army nurses,

s It was in Santo Tomas, where she worked long
ours each day with army sici i
the suffering of starved and &Kn;?d‘\sleﬁov?h:'\?
one;xs, that she met Harmon, i

e had volunteered for work i i

and their romance blossomed in thenw'a};‘edshg:p::\:‘:;
worked side by side for 30 months under the
watchful eyes of Japanese guards.

They Planned Future Together

’ Although overworked and undernourished
Lieutenant Brantley and Harmon still found time
to plan a future together in the “tomorrow” that

was constantly promised them over the “bamboo Lt Harmo!
wireless,” as the Santo Tomas MR 5
grapevine was known. days before Harmon, traveling by

He was

Monday, July 23,1045

Nine Colorado me
through the War Department Pe:
Orson B. Powers, commanding o

All except three of the men are
from the European theater of oper-
ations, They are:

DENVER
Ooleans A. Jacobson, no nddress
8839 W,
Lin-

Sgt
given,

Staff Sgt.
#8th ave,

Sgt. Vineent S,

eoln of, ;
COLORADO
11¢l\urnn—.~mrr Sgt, James Tuppa (S,
Pucific).
. ;ulr Sgi. Gerald E, bellis (Pa-

LOMA—
elfic)
LA JUNTA—Sgl, Alving Martine Jr.

Lawyer,
209 8,

George F,
MeDonvell,

OO i Statt Sxt, Dean CoMyers
CRAIG—S ~ ean O, Myers,
RICO—Tle, dohn G. Kichards, husband had threatened to harm v
GRAND JUNCTION.— . Corp, Fewls H.| o / to return Oler.
= Rv Al Cm Home School. 3
——

9 COLORADANS GIVEN
DISCHARGES BY ARMY

2 were discharged from the army yestel
rsonnel Center at Fort Logan,
fficer of the center, announced.

rday
Col.

Soldier’s Bride, 13, Wins
Divorce for Cruelty

TULSA, Okla:, July 21—(AP)
—Lois Helen (Green Neal, 13,
won a divorce today from her
soldier husband, J. Homer Neal,
on grounds of extreme cruelty.

Mrs. Neal, who was 12 years old
at the time of her marriage to

Neal last year, alleged

that her

“I popped the question Sept. 19, boat and rail, returned to his home.
}:4&; Mr. Hargxon salid kz'esn.t-.rday “As soon as 1 got here, we got

ith a grin. “We could have been 3
n.\arrie L T R t‘:\iet\:xer :n: ma%e {z}nm for our
cided/to wait unil] the road ahead |marriage,” he said. “I should zay
was clear.” completed them, as we made the

It was 29 months. after Lieu-|plans first in Santo Tomas."
tenant Brantley had said “yes”| Both Mr. and Mrs. Harmon are
going to finish the war and then

thnt an American task force bat-
ered in the gates of the 40-acre estab B e | Deraa:
“No more of the Far East” he

Santo Tomas camp and opened
said yesterday. “We've got some

that “road ahead.”

Finish Marriage Plans T
flown | property in Texas, and when we
d sent |get our home in Denver we'll al-

Swindle Suspect
Gets Extradition
Quiz in Tucson

An extradition hearing will be
held in Tucson, Ariz, Wednesday
for Leeman G. Oler, 30, who is
.wanted in Denver in connection
with the bilking of more than 30
nurses who purchased uniforms
which they mnever received, Dis-
trict Attorney James T. Burke said
yesterday.

When Oler was arrested, he said
he would waive extradition, but
latter .decided to resist efforts to
return him to Denver. The extra-
dition papers have bene drawn
and will be sent to Detective How-
ard Butefish, a member of Mr.

Lieutenant Brantley was
back to the United States an
to her home in Jefferson, Texas, {ernate between Colorado and
on detached, temporary duty. Texa"s. T'll get into some medical
Jater, when she had |line.
Mrs. Harmon will report back to

lost
a | Fitzsimons July 31, and his navy

sun tan, she reported to the Re- |leave expires Aug, 17, at which
di;‘.rlbuﬂon Center at Hot Springs, | time he will report to the naval

Ark., where she was assigned, to |depot at Clearfield, Utah,
Fitzsimons General Hospital. Mr. Harmon was born in Chiv-

Ninety days
regained some of the weight
in Santo Tomas, and acquired

She arrived in Denver a few | ington, Colo., and was reared in

Burke's staff who is in Tucson,
Denver. He attended the Garden
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Connie Palacioz began working on B-29s at the Wichita plant in Kansas in 1943. In 1944 she was putting rivets in the B-29, tail
number N69972. In 1987 that B-29 was found rotting away in the Mohave desert and she spent the next 16 years helping to
restore the airplane. The rivets she put in in 1944 were still as good as the day she put them in, though she did replace some
rivets on the rest of the airplane. That B-29 we affectionately know as “DOC”

Jackie Cochran’s career in aviation is unparalleled
by any standard in aviation. Many know her as the
founder of the WASP’s and her post war
achievements in aviation. At the time of her death
in1980, she held more speed, distance or altitude
records in aviation history than any other pilot.
Reading about her and her early exploits was
another lesson in history. | learned she was the first
woman to fly a bomber across the Atlantic. Then
she recruited American girls to fly in the ATA. She
was always contributing of her self to the
advancement of women in aviation and her story is
well worth reading up on. Since joining the RMW of
the CAF, I've considered myself a teacher, after all
we do educate, inspire and honor. Hop on your
google machine and look up some of these girls,
their stories and achievements will give you

19,350,000 reasons to love the ladies. Then tell Pioneer American aviator
their story because the women in our history Jacque“ne "Jackie" Cochran
deserve to be remembered. . . .

in the cockpit of a Curtiss P-

40 Warhawk fighter plane.



http://www.rmwcaf.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides
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A

1943 US Army Airborne
tug/tractor original VIN
plaques, runs well, good
paint ready for stars

Serious inquiries, contact the
propwash editor

Attention distant members,non

members, friends and family!

The RMW editor will be giving you the chance to get the
same apparel we carry at the PX. We will have shirts in
assorted colors, hats ,RMW patches and more. It’s a great
way to help support our mission and you get the cool gear to
show off your support. Next months issue will have photos
and prices. Shipping and shipping dates | still gotta figure
out - but us Desert Rats can figure out anything, be patient!

Jan Fronk from the
High Maintenance
team gave us the
VIP tour of what
Col Randy Kempf
called the most
beautiful A26
ever. 14 years into
the restoration and
she’s about ready
to fly .Check out
Mustang Bob51 on
utube to see the
journey
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Its time to fly soon!
Don’t put off your life long
desires to be a part of the

RMW. Join now! Fly

tomorrow! Educate, inspire
and honor! Be a part of
history for future
generations, the rewards
are priceless!

WWII Aviation

Electronics

Someone You Know Collect WWII
Artifacts?

How about WWII Electronics?

RMWCAF Has many interesting items
FOR SALE!

All are $50.00 OBO

Alist of just a few:

Chest Unit T-39
Transceiver SB10
Collins BOL-3
Teletype TT-253
Bendix MN26
R77A ARC3
Plantronics HF
Receiver

8. ARC-F13
And more! A large selection of various
vacuum tubes for example.
Go to this link for a more complete list
and photos.

Nk W=

Contact RMW Executive Officer
Donelson Lawry at

rmw.executive @ gmail.com
for more information and additional
listings.



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lhySP2TFZXSYPsKzo4yNBz0ujkee2LxP?usp=drive_link
mailto:rmw.executive@gmail.com
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