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will always fight for liberty

Women's history month may be over but | wasn’t planning on this gal. | know this beautiful girl and so
do you! | would bet every single person in the CAF has seen this woman portrayed on film. Millions of
people around the world know of her. Her name is Cornellia Fort. At 22 years old she was a qualified
instructor when the war broke out. In fact she was teaching a young student on the morning of Dec 7
1941.
While they were practicing routine maneuvers near Pearl Harbor, they were surrounded by Japanese
airplanes just minutes before the attack began. Just like in the movie Tora, Tora, Tora, she looked
directly at the pilots and they looked at her! Taking control of the airplane she peeled away just as the
first bombs fell and smoke was rising. Finding a safe place to land she could do nothing but watch the
attack unfold. Upon returning home she told her parents “there's no way I'm staying on the side lines”
and joined the WASP’s {Women's Air Force Service Pilots}in 1942. On March 215t 1943 she was flying in
a formation of BT-13s on a ferry flight over Texas when two airplanes collided. Cornelia's airplane
spiraled to the ground killing her on impact. At 24 years old she became the first women pilot in
American history to die while serving on active duty.

| wasn’t planning on this gal making me cry either!




Ground School Extravaganza

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

According to reports, the pilots ground school held on Mar 11 went well. According to this reporter, the
crew’s ground school was outstanding. Col’s Jim Korber and Andy Gaier had a well planned class that was
attended by a houseful of Col’s. There were quite a few new Col’s in attendance this year insuring the RMW
has enough certified crews to man the airplanes. The classes were packed with useful and very important
information regarding the Airplanes, the history, airshow operations and the safety we need to observe
throughout the season.

Remember, see something say something!

The hands-on portion of ground school also went well. All hands were still present after the line of Cub prop
starters ended. There's now a small herd of Col’s qualified as Cub Crew - so get on out there and sell those
Cub rides. All of us are proud members of the RMW. Proud of our airplanes, the history and the hard work we
do to give millions a chance to live in the past through flight. We are all ambassadors of this gift so tell
everyone you meet, give them a card and proudly tell them about us,... and rides WE’RE READY TO GO !

Ops Officer Col Jim Korber explains the
cockpit controls to Col’'s Howe and Burrell
during the hands-on portion of ground school.

After Col Trevor Burrells
firstride in the TBM it was
obvious he was very
happy to be a part of the
RMW
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Buried in Col Tom Howes non-Epstein files was this photo
labeled USS Yorktown headed for Tokyo 1942.
Although with 16 B25s on board, I'm thinking USS Hornet.
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This March 21st saw RMW’s first TBM Rides Day. Four paid riders had a
Living History Flight Experience (LHFE) and the wing plus crew and friends
were watching on the ground. It was quintessential Commemorative Air
Force. With the flights, museum on display, camaraderie, and clear western
Colorado skies, it was correctly dubbed by a veteran RMWs, as a “good day.”
Indeed. Education, Inspiration, and Honoring were all included. Thanks to all
who helped make this a success. We have added another Rides Day at GJT
for 23 May and will add more.

As the RMW and other CAF units around the country encounter military
airshow cancellations, there is an “area of opportunity” arising in the form of
Rides Days, and other similar open house events. Held at reginal airports
such as our lovely home base at GJT, Walker Field, the CAF and RMW in
particular are pivoting to smaller airport venues and intimate LHFE
experiences. For example, our intrepid Propwash Editor has arranged for an
Honor Flight and Rides day visiting St. George, UT on Friday 24 April. This will
feature an Honor Flight of famed TBM crewman Don Stephens, 101 yrs.
Please attend if you are in that area! This type of Honor Flightis a prime *
example of “What we Do.” Following that, the TBM Avenger will sojourn
Saturday 25 April to St. John UT for visiting friends and Family there, and
doing rides. We love the gas prices and burritos too in St. John. The
burritos? Well just ask someone who has been there. so smaller airports,
intimate shows of our own making, and sharing the history and glory of our
beloved aircraft.

We continue on this early summer with Rides Day Piper J3 CUB!! On April 11
here in GJT, we have a few paid riders, so get on board now of you hope to fly
inthe Cub. We like to get flights done early (look up Density Altitude) our J3
has an awesome 60HP. USA power you can FEEL on takeoff. Super fun, and
there may be a Mt. Garfield photo op included. Inquire for more details.
More exciting wing things include new airshow prospects in WY, Englewood,
CO and a few others “pending.” This year RMW will adapt to changing
airshow conditions, some may pop up and let us keep busy flying and other
smaller ones seem to keep coming.

Our TBM pilot ranks continue to grow with our latest candidate passing check
rides and coming up on final type rating. Right on his heels is our next
candidate passing his critical 100hrs in heavy tailwheel. RMW even has
another after that working on initial paperwork and approvals. Pilot
availability is critical to wing success and so this is a huge opportunity for the
RMW, since it means we can fly the TBM even more, attend events we never
would have considered, and opens up all kind of flying adventures. Itis all
about sharing the flight experience and keeping mission focused. Lets also
not forget the Cub. If you are a J3 Cub pilot and can qualify for a pilot position
with the CAF RMW, cmon! Get out here

The prospects for the future of the Rocky Mountain Wing are outstanding; |
am excited to be a part of it. Come out and join us. Good Times.

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

Col Donelson Lawry captured this photo. Five of
the RMW’s brightest minds try to diagnose the tug
but ultimately it was Col Hyrum Webb, upper right,

who shiffed out the problem.

Pilot Randy Kempf and Col Hyrum Webb
brought “309 into the sunshine for the
second of first flight days
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MONTH
MARCH

APRIL
APRIL

MAY

2

AY

July
AUGUST

AUGUST

OCT
OCT
OCT

NOV

DAY

21

-
-

24-26

13-17

23
20
27-28

8-9

22-23
5
19
26
3-4
10
24-25
31
7-8

Grand Junction
Grand Junction

St George Utah and St John
Az
Peru Illinois

Grand Junction
Boulder, CO
Hill AFB Ogden, UT
Grand Junction

Offutt AFB Omaha, NB

Billings, MT
Centennial Airport Denver
Elko Nevada
Spanish Fork, UT
Grand Junction, CO
Grand Junction
EL Paso TX
Durant,Ok
Dallas TX

SHOW
Flying Days
Cub Rides Day

The Saints tour Don Stephens and
rides days
TBM Avenger Reunion

TBM Rides day
Boulder Ball
Warriors Over The Wasatch
Flying Rides — 250" USA
Defenders of Freedom Air and
Space Show
Yellowstone International Air Show
Wings over the Rockies
Elko Sky Fair
Wings and Wheels
Grand Junction Airshow
40”s Dance
Amigo Airshow
Halloween airport/rides
CAF HQ Airshow

FI rst ﬂlght first there were manned gliders! 1853

That history is very interesting.

Then the Wright brothers powered the way to another first.
Airplanes took off ,history was made and now the first flights of the 2026 season are in the

books.

Wednesday March 18 local news reporter Kyle Kawamoto from KREX news ,a CBS affiliate,
became the first rider of the season. Four days later he returned to do a story on the March
21t RMW rides day. It was a bright sunny day as Col’s gathered at the hanger for the second
first flight. “309” stood ready in the bay while being inspected by each of us in turn. Col Mark
Meiners went through the pre flight and the airplane was pulled out onto the tarmac. It was
then re-inspected by each of us after the wings were spread. Pilot Col Randy Kempf did
several laps around the airplane before passenger briefings.

Cadet/Col Jordan Meiners acting as FSO “flight safety officer” gave her briefings and the

orders to load up! It was time to fly.

Col Trevor Burrell manned the turret for his first flight. Trevor has been itching since last year
for his chance to fly. | met Trevor and his wife last fall at the dance. He was looking at “309”
and falling in love. Fortunately he has a loving and understanding wife because before the
music started or the dancers hit the floor, he was a Colin the RMW. Since then Trevor has
been actively involved learning the ropes and is looking forward to his first mission later this

month. He loved that first flight!

The third first flight went just as smooth and the riders were thrilled by “309” and the views
over the Mesa. Cadet Jordan Meiners logged another 45 min as FSO and several groups came
by to visit the museum as well ,making the day a great success.

¢

TBM cuB

ROCHY HOUNTAIN. WING 417 SHOW SCHEDULE 2025 |

LOCATION

STATUS
COMPLETED

CONFIRMED
CONFIRMED

CONFIRMED

CONFIRMED
PENDING
PENDING
PENDING

PENDING

PENDING
PENDING
PENDING
CONFIRMED
CONFIRMED
CONFIRMED
PENDING
PENDING
PENDING

One very happy Col
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Snider's YWabb
A condensed version of the
March 7 2026 staff meeting

Compiled by Col Joe/Spider Webb

Operations - Bob and Jim.

Sheridan Wyoming could be a possible air show.

Hyrum - St. Johns, AZ [end of April] would like the TBM. They will guarantee 7 — 10 rides.
Offutt AFB and Mountain Home are not confirmed.

Mile High Wing event coordination — Donelson - possibly in addition to the Boulder 40s Dance on that
weekend. They have reached out to us to do an event sometime this year.

March 21st— CAFRMW rides day.

* Facebook add of $200 has been Purchased. Kevin McNulty

e Set up a board to advertise outside the fence?

May 3rd — Pack Arrow Cub Group will visit us on May 3rdComments — Donelson Presented:
Military Air Base shows do not look promising this year due to the Iran Conflict?

We will receive a fee of $250 for hosting. The
wing will need badged people here to escort and handle this properly. TSA should be contacted.

St George/St john will be our first air show on April 24-26. Peru will be the following Air Show. Pilotis Randy
— Crew — Hyrum, Mark, Donelson.

Boulder - Pilotis Gary MacFarquhar. Crew —Jordan and Mark Meiner. 4thth crew member TBD. Keith will
drive over. We have 8 passes. We will have one extra!

Bob, Fred and John had a good meeting with Airport Manager Angela Padalecki. We have a good
relationship with the Airport Manager and Staff.

Jim will be out of town for two months after March 14th and Fred will step in to cover operations for Jim.
Ground Schools

Piot Ground School-Wednesday March 11th. Randy Kempf will be the lead. Jim will cover hydraulics.
Membership Air Show Ground School - Saturday March 14th and Jim will lead. All the ground school
trainings will start at 9:00 am. Andy Gaier will be here Saturday, March 14th to start the Cub and instruct

on J3 Cub ground school (hand prop)

West Star will be here Wednesday, March 11th at 10 am to inspect the knuckle on the landing gear.

Maintenance — Hyrum - Lots of little things to do today.

Motion — Motion by Donelson Lawry to purchase one Sierra Light Speed Noise Canceling Headset
for$750, at the discretion of the purchasing agent. Second by Jim Korber. Passed without objection.
The wing will purchase a Carbon Monoxide detector for the bilge or flight deck on the TBM.

Finance - John Mummery Budget, Highlights include:

-- We did very well with $6250 in donations in Feb. $5000 came from a nonprofit in Steamboat that
Stuart Lynn found for us and $1000 came from our member Steven Albers

-- We did pay the $1800 for the wheel inspections from our TBM maintenance accountat HQ

Marketing help — Donelson will get ideas for marketing, private shows and market rides.

o Bob mentioned that he was looking for smaller shows that are not part of ICAS. Bob will talk

with Scott Macmillan who is an Air Boss.

o Every member is a “Development” officer disciple — look for opportunities to participate in air
shows — use Bob, Jim, Fred and Doneslon to be a resource.

A need for new TBM Sierra Light Speed noise canceling headsets was presented. Col Steve Albers will
purchase and donate one Sierra Light Speed Noice Canceling Headset to the wing.
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Keith— RMW 40s Dance - October 10th 2026

RMW 40s Dance Update

Band Engagement

Keith reported that the band for the upcoming RMW 40s Dance has been officially hired, ensuring that
entertainment for the eventis secured.

Volunteer Needs

There remains a need for additional volunteers to help support various aspects of the dance. Specific
roles that require assistance include event guards, ticket sellers, and individuals to distribute posters.
Members and supporters are encouraged to step forward to fill these positions to help the event run
smoothly.

Venue Arrangements

The dance will be held in the same hangar as last year, providing a familiar setting for attendees. This
continuity will help with planning and logistics.

Ticket Pricing

Ticket prices for the dance will remain unchanged from last year, making the event accessible and
maintaining consistency for returning guests.

Chairs Donation

One of the local churches that had previously lent chairs for the event has now offered to donate them
permanently. The chairs will be collected and stored in the Cub Hangar for future use, resolving previous
borrowing needs and contributing to the dance's ongoing success.

— —

vy

Col Andy /Gator Guier explains the danger involved when you hold the nose of an alligator/ Cub

Thank you goes out to everyone who attended my ground school and gave their time and attention to our beloved

Cub. And Congratulations to everyone that was able to hand prop start her (and those who gave excellent valiant efforts)!
After the morning’s ground schools and the afternoon’s hand on clinics, I'm very pleased to say that with the help of Col
Ivan’s quick thinking and sharp mechanical skills to resolve a maintenance issue, | was able to do a full maintenance run
up and everything checked out great! In fact | would’ve taken her flying, if it weren’t for the gusty winds at that time. So in
April, I will make a quick Maintenance Test Flight and she will be officially ready to go for the first passengers of the year!
April’s Rides Day should be a great opportunity to get some passengers and members rides knocked out. April is an
excellent time of year to fly and it should be beautiful! Please spread the word the best you can to people around you. WE
NEED YOUR HELP RECRUITING RIDES. Rides can be scheduled on SignUp right now and are first come first

served. $125 for a 30-40 min ride is the best deal around when it comes to Warbirds. Riders must be at least 12 years old
and less than 185lbs. Rides make AMAZING birthday presents as they will leave them with a priceless lifelong memory,
as well as a ride certificate personally signed by me.

Flight Schedule: https:/signup.com/go/jaGQHOe

Thank you all once again for your Cub support and | will cya all in April...all dressed up and ready to fly the beautiful Grand
Valley. '
Col Andy Gaier s
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FORWARD MARCH—A dozen ste ard T 1. 1942, was lollowd. one by one, ‘W the
" which have taken Allied ml"l:c“t: the m n,whlch have irlns.uull!llﬂ Jap- |
ﬂ:,eshold of Japan are ftr on. the map
above. Step No. 1, the invasion of Guadalcanal (LN ges Col Steve Albers enthusiastically models

one of the two Lightspeed headsets he
donated to the RMW ,us turret gunners and

La St m 0 nth S S u pe rm Od e lS bilge rats thank you sooooo much!

‘Lindbergh Finds Paris

Quieter Than on First Visit
PARIS, June 12.— (AP)—Col.
Charles A. Lindbergh came into
Paris quietly from his work in
Germany over the Weekend for a
brief visit, and commented that
“it is certamly different frome
what it was 18 years ago,” when
he landed from his Transatlantic
flight. =
It was the sixth time since the
liberation that Ikindbergh visited
Paris. He is in Europe in a civilian
Qcapaéify;i and has been working in
Germany on a secret U. S. pavy
technical mission with other
Super Col models John Mummery and Col Tim Hession pose " American aeronautical experts.
with Fifi the B29 super fortress while down in Dallas at a :
conference last month. She is beautiful and the boys look
pretty happy hanging out with her. I’m so jealous! Secret US Navy Mission???7?7?? Page 7
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WE ARE FLYING

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE Don’t put off your life-long
desires to be a part of the
RMW. Join now! Fly
tomorrow! Educate, inspire
and honor! Be a part of
history for future
generations, the rewards
are priceless!

1943 US Army Airborne
tug/tractor original VIN
plagues, runs well, good
paint ready for stars

Serious inquiries, contact the
propwash editor

WWII Aviation

Electronics

Someone You Know Collect WWII
Artifacts?

How about WWII Electronics?

RMWCAF Has many interesting items

FOR SALE!
The editor must G |1997 cHRYSTER 28" edan e,
apologize. I'm 5 x,ea.‘ﬂ?u'. ‘f:nae‘:".i:‘,k““‘“' &; .z x5 All are $50.00 OBO
L

339.: 8145» down: easy payments.
Buick r. sedan, heater, runs fine; -

going to blame the ﬁisr;tg;l‘de:tceiliu(f price: 3?3;,”:';’:,

computer though, payments. . e e
| hate these rom:  with orwithout u-“ae-"x"m.

. i Ter?fo‘l't déhew Motor Co.
things! | did have a
PX assortment,

o

Alist of just a few:

Chest Unit T-39
Transceiver SB10
Collins BOL-3
Teletype TT-253

[ T BN Fad

20th Ave. at Downmg
I~ /’ BLUY YOUR' NEXT CAI!

Nk W=

photos and a plan ) FROM ﬁgr;f%gé
for some online Plantronics HF
shopping for our Receiver

8.  ARC-FI3

distant friends .
That changed
when | lost my
power point Friday
the 27™, oops

‘ So, | scrambled all

And more! A large selection of various
vacuum tubes for example.

Go to this link for a more complete list
and photos.

Contact RMW Executive Officer
Donelson Lawry at

¥ | rmw.executive @ gmail.com
b weekend to_ make for more information and additional
. areadable issue listings.

of the April

Propwash. Book aride, get a free

hat, compliments of the
editor, | can do that

Patience please



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lhySP2TFZXSYPsKzo4yNBz0ujkee2LxP?usp=drive_link
mailto:rmw.executive@gmail.com
http://www.rmwcaf.org/
http://www.facebook.com/WarbirdRides
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