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HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE
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For the first time in many years | did not attend this year’s Boulder Ball, but from what | hear it was a success despite a late night
storm rolling in. Early Saturday morning the crew left GJT headed for Boulder CO and the biggest 40’s dance of the year. Consisting
of Col’s Gary Macfarquar, pilot, Tim Dyer and Mark Meiners, and his daughter cadet/ Lt Col Jordan Meiners. Tim stepped up to
replace Col Gunnison Clamp who unfortunately fellill the day before. The flight over the Rockies was smooth and the crew landed
in Boulder, setting up “309” in a new location on the dance grounds. Col Ted Hine has been to more Boulder dances than any
member of the RMW! He showed up right on time again this year to help out and enjoy the evening. Making the drive from GJT was
Col Keith Swinehart who provided critical ground support, transportation and chaperoning of the crew throughout the night. Col
Macfarquar’s wife, Karen, was also able to attend the dance. Hopefully, they had time to sneak away and enjoy a dance together. |
hear it was a tough mission, as they all are, many hours doing what we do best. | can not say great job RMW any better than from
the letter we received from Khyentse George (pronounced Kensie), creator and producer of the 1940’s Ball. Her words ring true for
the crew that worked the mission, the entire Rocky Mtn Wing and the CAF everywhere we go.

| wanted to take a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude for everything you did to help make this year's 1940s Ball such a
memorable success.
Having your magnificent TBM Avenger Torpedo Bomber at the event was truly one of the highlights of the evening. It served as an
incredible centerpiece and provided thousands of guests with a rare opportunity to experience one of World War II's most iconic
aircraft up close.
The Wing Walk was an absolute favorite among our attendees and received an overwhelming amount of positive feedback.
Watching guests step onto the wing of such a historic aircraft created unforgettable memories and some truly spectacular
photographs. It was one of the most talked-about experiences of the night.
Beyond the aircraft itself, we are especially grateful for the time your volunteers spent engaging with our guests. Your willingness to
share the history of the TBM Avenger, answer questions, and educate visitors about its service during World War 1l added
tremendous depth and authenticity to the event. Those personal interactions are what transform the Ball from simply an evening of
entertainment into a meaningful living history experience.
We also recognize the tremendous amount of work that goes into transporting, preparing, displaying, and caring for such a
remarkable aircraft. Your professionalism, dedication, and passion for preserving aviation history do not go unnoticed, and we are
incredibly thankful for your partnership.
As we begin planning for future events, we'd love to hear your thoughts on this year's Ball. Your feedback is invaluable and helps us
continue improving the experience for both our participants and our guests.

Khyentse George
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DAY LOCATION SHOW TBM  CUB STATUS
21 Grand Junction Flying Days - COMPLETED
11 Grand Junction Cub Rides Day - COMPLETED
24-26 St George Utah and St John The Saints tour Don Stephens and - COMPLETED

Az rides days
MAY 13417 Peru Illinois TBM Avenger Reunion - COMPLETED
MAY 23 Grand Junction TBM Rides day - COMPLETED
| June  [REEV Grand Junction J3 Cub Rides COMPLETED
| JUNE [P Boulder, CO Boulder Ball T COMPLETED
4-5 Grand Junction GJ Parade/Flying Rides 250t USA - CONFIRMED
11 Grand Junction TBM and Cub rides - CONFIRMED
25 RMW Museum - GJT Fred Haise ZOOM presentation - CONFIRMEd
AUGUST 8-9 Offutt AFB Omaha, NB Defenders of Freedom Air and CONFIRMED
- Space Show -

14-16 Cheyenne Wy Wyoming Airshow and festival - CONFIRMED
22-23 Billings, MT Yellowstone International Air Show - CONFIRMED
m 5-6 Centennial Airport Denver Wings over the Rockies - CONFIRMED
B - Grand Junction TBM and Cub rides T CONFIRMED
| ser [T Elko Nevada Elko Sky Fair - CONFIRMED
m 26 Spanish Fork, UT Wings and Wheels - CONFIRMED
3-4 Grand Junction, CO Grand Junction Airshow - CONFIRMED
10 Grand Junction 40”s Dance T CONFIRMED

24-25 EL Paso TX Amigo Airshow - PENDING

“ 31 Durant,Ok Halloween airport/rides - PENDING

Col Andy Gaier and Col Donelson Lawry visited
ATC upin the tower last week in GJT. Deals
were made, bribes were possibly taken, and
the RMW now has a better working model to
use in its operations from the airport.

Hine, thanks Ted.

The Boulder crew , from the left, Cadet/ Lt Col Jordan Meiners, Col
Mark Meiners, the M&M’s , Col Tim Dyer, RMW electrician of the
year, Col Keith Swinehart/ the Buffer and pilot Gary /Mc10
Macfarquar grab a bite and relax a few minutes before the big
dance . Not pictured but still volunteering year after year Col Ted
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The Lucky Shot

June report, lets see...

Great work on our 40s Boulder Dance crew for the June

20" mission. We just received a gracious note of thanks and
acknowledgement from the organizer of the event, thanking RMW
profusely and we are very thankful for that.

We are getting the word out for our July 4t festivities. At the
wing we will have hotdogs and camaraderie. The RMW
Ambulance will roll in the Grand Junction downtown parade
accompanied by Toms Model T, and maybe some other surprise
entrants. Bring flags and come walk along the parade with

us. It's the 250t anniversary of our nation and in line with our
CAF mission. Andy Gaier will lead the effort, please contact him
and look out for emails finalizing schedule. We will fly the TBM
and Cub. Sign up for rides. The RMW aircraft fleet will also
participate in a Grand Junction Parade flyover and we hope to
have a few Spirit Engineering SE-1s flying with us too. How cool
does that sound?

Our website is updated and we are working on getting all the links
operational. Check it out and let’'s hear some feedback. Thanks
to Brandt Domas, our webmaster for his work on this. We will
learn how to keep it updated and fresh, that is schedule and other
links.

We did a TBM flight June 11, and three Cub flights. We had good
coordination and coverage. After we had a lunch meeting and
though a long day, we decided to try out this meeting/Rides day
format for a couple months then vote if we like it. We plan to
have our monthly meeting on July 11, however we are flying on
July 4t and will defer flights to August.

We will have a special presentation Saturday July 251 at 10am at
the museum with Fred Haise (via Zoom) who will talk about
Apollo 13 and his incredible test pilot/Astronaut career. Free, and
more to come on that, via RSVP email.

HMS Ark Royal listing heavily after a
single torpedo hit amidship by U81

Testing for this amazing presentation by Fred
Haise has already begun at the wing
headquarters. You don’t want to miss it! Col
Lawry has already established contact with
Nasa, see photo on following page

Did you know, that German forces sank the HMS
Ark Royal fourtimes ? Launched in Sept. of 1938
and tipping the scales at 22,000 tons she was
capable of carrying 60 airplanes and was the
prototype of all modern aircraft carriers. She
quickly became the target of German forces and
just four weeks into the war the first sinking
occurred. Hitler awarded the iron cross to the
pilot. German propaganda plastered the sinking as
a great victory. The Luftwaffe pilot claiming he had
sunk the mighty ship with a single bomb. In Nov of
1940 German radio again claimed she had been
sunk by aircraft near Sardinia. By now she was the
most hunted ship of the war and called The Ghost
or the Phantom

When the German pocket battleship Graf Spee
was chased and cornered in Montevideo it was the
Ark Royals airplanes that provided the cover and
sealed its fate. Traveling back across to Norway
the Ark Royal assisted in the evacuation of allied
forces as the Germans advanced in the north. Like
the ghost she was quickly back in the
Mediterranean as the flagship of Force H. Force H
existed entirely to keep the island of Malta alive.
Ark Royals airplanes sought out Italian shipping,
provided cover over allied transports, and ferried
Hawker Hurricanes to within 100 miles of Malta.
There, the RAF pilots became Naval Aviators for
five seconds catapulting off the carrier headed for
Malta.
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It was standing room only at the RMW last week. After Joy Bohling from the
Inner Peace respite group called and said she was bringing 60 people to visit
the RMW, we almost had enough people for the annual 40’s dance. This trip
to the RMW was more educational than dancing, but just as much fun for all
the kids and adults who toured the facility.

COMING IN OCTOBER
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Clark Gault’s
Swing City Express
»~— Orchestra
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- Classic Planes &Cars on Display
- Dance & Dress-Up Contest

- Food Truck 2@2@

P
09 Navigator
egional irport

and Ju j nctloﬂ

Scan for Tickets

RMWCAF.org/store/p16/WWII-Hangar-Dance Gr Email: rmw.executive@gmail.com

Attention on deck! The RMW annual 40’s dance is gearing up.
Plan now for a evening of fun and excitement coming this fall.

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE

Houston, we
have a visitor!

14yr old CAF Cadet Matthew Ciccotelli
from the Houston wing along with his
mother and grandfather visited the RMW .
Matthew plans on becoming a Naval
Aviator so ColJim Korber gave him the
chance to learn all about “309”s cockpit.

Testing, Testing, 123. Can anybody hear
me? Hello, Houston, we have a visitor
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(Above) Sailors greet Frark with thrown eggs.
(Below) But the girls with giggles and sighs.

Sgt Anthony Marchione

It was August 18,1945 and just three days earlier a
cease fire between the United States and the Empire of
Japan had been agreed upon. Marchione was an aerial
photographer with the 20t Combat Reconnaissance
Squadron flying over Tokyo in a B32 Dominator that day.
The skies over Tokyo had been a savage warzone for
years but were eerily quiet since the atomic bombs had
been dropped and the ceasefire went into effect.
To the surprise of the crew, for the second day in a row,
a lone MitsubishiZero rose in an attempt to reach the
two bomber patrol. The fighter kept climbing and was
able to intercept the bombers opening fire as he got
within range. Cannon fire and bullets flew through the
fuselage hitting Sgt Marchione in the abdomen. His best
friend and navigator, second Lt Kurt Rupke, attempted
to render aid to Anthony but the wound was gushing
blood and Sgt Marchione died in his arms minutes
later.
On his 31t combat mission, 10,000 ft over Tokyo and
six days after his 20" birthday, Sgt Anthony Marchione
became the last American serviceman to die in WW2.
Bless this American Hero

RMWCAF on the Web

www.rmwcaf.orgwww.facebook.com/WarbirdRides
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- Calling all hand

| am very happy to say we are going to have an active participation in this year’'s Grand Junction 4th of July parade. We
will have a small convoy as well as a Flyover! But we need people and sponsors! First, we are actively looking for at least
two $500 sponsors to pay for TBM gas. So for we don’t have any and all leads have gone dry. Please help and contact
Col Donelson if you have successfully acquired a successful donation of $500 or more. But most importantly, we need
people! Why watch the parade, when you can be in it?!? All are welcome...members, past riders, family, and friends.

el oH
L

Meet us at the museum at 7:30am, July 4th. We will decorate up our convoy and carpool down to the staging area. Can'’t
make it that early? Late is better than never. Meet us at the staging area of the parade at 9:30am. Parade starts at
10am. Our convoy will consist of: EMS, Model T, TUG and trailer, and a Support Truck. We are allowed 15 in vehicles (or
on trailer) and 15 walkers. | hope to have that many. All participants are required to wear CAF uniforms, US Military
uniform, TBM shirt, or something parade themed. And please bring wrapped candy to hand out.

This is a VERY good and important opportunity for the RMW to connect to our local community as well as visitors. To be
seen, remind them we exist, and make it very clear we are a flying warbird rides organization and not just a static
museum. We will have handouts to give as well to get our info directly into people’s hands.

The Cub and TBM (pending a sponsorship) will do at least 2 passes overhead as well to show our support.

If you have suggestions or questions please reach out to me at RMW.Cub@gmail.com
Please show your support by coming out with your family! Hope to see you there!!

TBM Flight Status

Col Andy Gaier
Parade Air and Ground Coordinator

Thrilling the Boys

THRILLING
HOLLYWOOD
LOVELIES

The enchanting beauty of
these unusual Hollywood
movie gal poses will fas-
cinate wyou. "'

Real, Glos
12 Pi:Ul Ph:l:‘ sl
10 sets available—12 new, :

glamorous poses in each
set. Order set No. 1 NOW!

FREE
BONUS :
OFFER

3 full 8 x 10 photos of
stunning Hollywood dar-
-lings, each individually
hand colored to bring out
their full beauty, will he
sent absolutely free with
every $10.00 order. 2

Alpha Photo Service

1235 6th Ave., Dept. V.
New York 19, N. v, 2

According to Cadet/Lt Col Jordan Meiners and the
maintenance board,”309” is raring to go to the dance

in Boulder. pagGG
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Col Sandi Caskey’s grandson Daniel took a ride

The Yellow Page

June Rides Days were another win for
our Cub. Even with the summer hot
temperatures, we successfully flew 6
riders on June 13th and June

14th! The weather was fantastic and
we were able to explore Colorado
Monument, the Book Cliffs range,
Mount Garfield, and Western Colorado
Dragway. Huge thank you to Colonels
Tim Dyer, James Korber, and Donelson
Lawry for the excellent ground ops as
well as Hyrum Webb for the continued
Cub maintenance. | was happy to
finally get Col Blaze up, also to thank
him for all the photographic/video-
graphic work he has been doing for the
wing. But most of all, thank you to our
Riders/Supporters: Richard Darley,
Daniel Caskey (and Col Sandi Caskey),
Isaac Simon and Family, Jesse Floyd,
and Victoria Nunez.

July should be another great
opportunity for riders. Due to recent
rescheduling, | currently have 4 rides
available July 4th and 5th. Please help
with recruiting to help fill them! If no
paid riders, | plan on taking cadets and
members for appreciation flights. If
interested, please reach out to me. |
will also be conducting flyovers of the
Grand Junction parade on July 4th to
help celebrate our amazing nation’s
250th birthday.

Keep recruiting for Cub rides and Ill
cya all in July.

Col Andy Gaier

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE AL

Cub Photo of the Month




The M&M’s, Cadet/LtCol Jordan
Meiners and her father Col Mark
Meiners, take a moment before the
Boulder Ball on the eve of Father’s Day.

Priceless

Back in the Med
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" IF YOU SUFFER

FROM A STUBBORN

SKIN DISEASE

you owe it 1o yourself to try
The New SULFA Formule

Contains SULFANILAMIDE
and SULFATHIAZOLE!

The Wonder of the World War.

------
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Col’s Michael Critchley, Hyrum Webb, and Trevor Burrell tackled
the pesky right wheel last week. Input from the Boulder mission
prompted an inspection and repacking of the bearings

In May of 1941 the battle of the Atlantic was raging.
The German battleship Bismarck and the heavy
cruiser Prinz Eugen were loose and had dealt the
British a devastating blow with the sinking of HMS
Hood. It was Swordfish Torpedo planes from the Ark
Royal that crippled Bismarck allowing the Royal
Navy to close in for the kill. Sailing once again for
the Mediterranean in Sept of 1941, she was
reported sunk for the third time by an Italian
submarine.

It was on Nov 13 1941 that U-81 fired four torpedoes
at the carrier. One struck amidships tearing a
gaping hole below the waterline causing massive
flooding. Within ten minutes the ship listed 10
degrees, within ten more minutes she had listed to
18. Flooded boilers had cut all power and the
pumps were useless. For 14 hours the crew tried to
save the ship before the order to abandon ship
came out. In a monumental evacuation, 1480 men
were taken off the ship by destroyer escorts leaving
a skeleton crew attempting to save the ship. When
all hope was lost they to abandoned their efforts,
the ship rolled over and sank with the loss of only
one man killed in the initial attack out of the entire
crew .The U-8, pictured below, continued operating
for another two years before it was sunkonJan 9
1944 by US bombers while in the port of Pola, Italy,
now part of Croatia.

U-81’s first attempt entering the Med ended in disaster, she
was attacked by a Catalina Flying boat and Lockheed Hudson
suffering severe damage and forcing repairs. Entering the
Med in April 1942 its fate, trapped inside the sea, was sealed.
The HMS Ark Royal should not have sunk from a single
torpedo. Valuable lessons in design and the flaws that led to
the ship sinking resulted in improved aircraft carrier design
used extensively by US shipyards during construction.

Editors note, by wars end the United States had 151

Pa ge 8 aircraft carriers in service.
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