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Hitler’s maniacal seizure of Europe and his dreams of a Nazi Society were taking
place just miles 21 Miles across the English channel. England was the last
foothold in Europe for the Allies and the RAF was all that stood between freedom
and an entirely different world, WW2 likely would have been much longer and
more costly in the millions of lives lost. The course of human history was in the
hands of the pilots who defended the skies over England. Many of these young
men are not known, they did not become famous, their names were not taught in
schools, they led normal lives before the war and volunteered to fight for
freedom, many sacrificing their lives for this cause. They deserve to never be
forgotten. Quoting Sir Winston Churchill, whose speech on August 20, 1940 said
it so eloquently, “Never in the course of human events was so much owed, by so

1

many, to so few

Pilot Officer Vernon Charles “Shorty” Keough

Shorty Keough learned to fly in the US and was an accomplished

Flight Lt Eric Lock grew up in the English
countryside working the family's farm and
quarry business. In February of 1939, at the age
of 19, he joined the RAF volunteer reserve.

War quickly broke out and the Battle of Britian
had him flying Spitfires. On the 17t of November
1940 he was in a tangled dogfight over England
at 20,000 ft when cannon fire tore through him
and his airplane. Both of his legs and right arm
were shredded by gunfire and the crippled
airplanes throttle was jammed nearly full

continued p 4

parachutist with 500 jumps by the wars start. Always eager for action,
he joined the French Air Force early to help them fight the Germans. As
France was overrun, he made his way to England with several other
Americans and joined the RAF. He was one of only eleven Americans
who fought between 10 July and the 310ctober 1940. That qualified him
for the Battle of Britian clasp added to his campaign star. He flew
dozens and dozens of missions yet was only credited with half a kill and
sadly was lost on 15 February 1941 while in pursuit of a Heinkel 111.
Standing at 4’ 10”, Shorty Keough, an American citizen, was the
shortest pilot in the Royal Air Force during WW2 and gave his life like so
many others for the freedoms we have today.
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Maintenance Officer Col Hyrum Webb and
his family manned the tug float

Col Tim Dyer’s truck prior to the final
touches at the starting point of the
parade. Imagine the possibilities of
that cockpit view body wrap!

July 4th Parade review
Col Fred Suvel reported that the CAF
RMW Wing had a successful presence
at this year’s Grand Junction Fourth of
July parade. The TBM and Cub flew
over the parade route several times.
Spirit Aviation joined the Wing flyovers
with three locally produced aircraft. Col
Andy Gaier served as Air Boss for the
event, coordinating the flights and

pilots during the pre-flight meeting. Col Tim Dyer’s view bringing up the
The event provided an excellent rear during the parade
opportunity to promote the Wing's

Getready to dance programs and museum. Col Gary Wolf
led the RMW’s contingent and drove
the wing’s ambulance. Col Tom Howe,
former editor extraordinaire, in his
trusty Model T Ford followed him while
Col Hyrum Webb drove the tug and
trailer, enabling several CAF RMW
members to participate directly in the
parade. Col Tim Dyer brought up the
rear in his truck, which was covered in
RMW coolness and, of course, the Red,
White and Blue. Reports say around
thirty members came together and,
despite the hot temps had a great
showing and fun time. Wing members,
friends, family and kids walked the
route handing out candy and RMW
RMW team work can accomplish stickers, including Cadet/Lt Col Jordan

anything, but just what are they doing, Meiners, who danced along the way. .
pushing a tug??22?? Kids Love a Parade page2




RMW is coming into peak busy season now, with three shows in
August and fourin September. Look forannouncementsvia
email and Facebook, spread the word to sell TBM rides before
the event- “drive” people to our website, www.rmwcaf.org

July 31st and August 1st, the TBM will be at Rocky Mountain
Metro Airport BJC, as a part of the www.milehigh150expo.com
event, selling rides on both days and flying in the show too.
Come out and support this event, thanks to new TBM Pilot Karl
Gashler for making the arrangements and show coordination.

We just had a thrilling presentation by Astronaut Fred Haise, via
Zoom atthe museum! Huge Thanksto Logan Jaeren the
Founder of STEAM4SPACE who arranged this meeting for RMW
for free. If you would like to see the recording:
https://youtu.be/iT2sBOFPtwQ just an amazing honor to have
spenttime listening to this American Hero tell about his
aeronautical and astronautical career, not just Apollo 13. What
atime.
Ok,

the CAF RMW Wing had a successful presence at this year’s

Grand Junction Fourth of July parade.

Spirit Engineering joined the Wing flyovers with three locally
produced SE-1 aircraft. Thanks to Andy Gaier, who served as
Coordinator & Air Boss, coordinating the flights and pilots during
the pre-flight meeting. The event provided an excellent
opportunity to promote the Wing’s programs and museum.

CAFRMW members walked the route, including Jordan Meiners
and Sandy Casky who handed out our TBM Rides business
cards.

Lets do more appearances people! Its fun and gets the word out
thatyes, we really are here. There is talk of a veterans parade in
the future, so getinvolvedin that. We are always looking for
more member involvement, including Airshow Coordination,
Development and Education. Please come talk to me or any of
the officers at the wing. The common refrain rings true:

WE NEED YOU! Good Times!
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ROCKY MT. WING STAFF OFFICERS
Wing Leader Donelson Lawry

Executive Officer Fred Suevel

Finance Officer John Mummery
Adjutant Joe Webb

Operations Officer Jim Korber
Maintenance Officer Hyrum Webb
Development Officer Open

Education Officer Open

Safety Officer Tim Hession
NON-OFFICER KEY ROLES

Museum Curator Kip Howe

Propwash Newsletter Editor Stuart Lynn
Cub Aircraft Coordinator Andrew Gaier
Annual Dance Coordinator Keith Swinehart
Grants Coordinator Tim Dyer

PX Coordinator Georgia Thompson
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Weakened or Irmn rpaired

’I‘O maintain strength and vitality in one’s
later years—when digestion is weakened
or mastication difficult—Ovaltine can help in
three important ways: L
_Fir:l, when taken at bedtime Ovaltine in-
vites refreshing sleep, entirely without drugs.
Second, Ovaltine is one of the richest food
sources of vitamins and minerals in the world.
Each cup, made with milk as directed, sup-
plies valuable amounts of essential Vitamins
A, Bi, D and G, and Minerals Calcium, Phos-
rus and Iron. These vital elements are
often deficient in limited diets of elderly p pl
Third, Ovaltine also supplies the basic food
P 1 -'-!l' 2 - B 1 I’ nec.
essary to rebuild muscle, nerve and body cells
—and high-energy foods for vigorous health.
It is specially processed for easy digestion so -
::lﬁly l’:::le_a.l_: a::n from this food the
ength vitality need. So why not ¢
turn to Ovaltine «nl-yi’ey G &

OVALTINE

Recommended for most of us members
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ROCHY WOUNTAIN. WING AIR SHOW SLHEDULE 2025

MONTH DAY LOCATION SHOW TBM CuB STATUS
21 Grand Junction Flying Days - COMPLETED
11 Grand Junction Cub Rides Day - COMPLETED

APRIL 24-26 St George Utah and St John Az The Saints tour COMPLETED

Don Stephens Honor Flights

1317 Peru IWinois TBM Avenger Reunion - COMPLETED

23 Grand Junction TBM Rides day - COMPLETED

m 13-14 Grand Junction J3 Cub Rides COMPLETED

m 20 Boulder, CO Boulder Ball - COMPLETED

4-5 Grand Junction GJ Parade/Flying Rides 250t USA - COMPLETED

11 Grand Junction 50 hr maintenance and a meeting - COMPLETED

25 RMW Museum - GJT Fred Haise ZOOM presentation - COMPLETED

JULY 31-2 Broomfield CO Mile High 150 Expo In progress
AUGUST 8-9 Offutt AFB Omaha, NB Defenders of Freedom Air and Space CONFIRMED

Show
AUGUST 1416 Cheyenne Wy Wyoming Airshow and festival - CONFIRMED
m 5-6 Centennial Airport Denver Cub rides/Wings over the Rockies - CONFIRMED
12 Grand Junction/Heber Utah Cub rides/Planes and Horsepower, CONFIRMED
TBMrides

| ser [EERE Elko Nevada Elko Sky Fair I/ CONFIRMED
m 26 Spanish Fork, UT Wings and Wheels - CONFIRMED
3-4 Grand Junction, CO Grand Junction Airshow e CONFIRMED
OCT 10 Grand Junction 40”s Dance - CONFIRMED

ocT 24-25 EL Paso TX Amigo Airshow e PENDING

Continued fromp 1

Flight Lt Lock was severely wounded and falling from the sky at 20,000 ft. Somehow,
regaining control, he brought the Spitfire down to 2000ft. Spotting a field in Suffolk, he
cut the engine and landed in the grass, wheels down. For the next two hours he was
trapped in the mangled cockpit before two soldiers on a patrol found him by chance.
Using theirrifles and coats they made a stretcher and carried him another two miles . By
then Flt Lt Lock was unconscious from blood loss and didn’t notice being dropped three
times. Over the next three months he endured 15 operations to remove metal from his
body and another three months of healing. Not the type to give up, he returned to flight
operations by June of 41. He wasted no time getting back in the fight and shot down nine
more German airplanes by the 14t of July. His record now stood at 26 confirmed kills,
21 of them had been during the Battle of Britian. On the 3" of August 1941, while flying a
low level sweep near the Pas de Calais, he spotted German troops on the ground,
radioed that he was attacking and dove away. It was the last time him or his airplane
were ever seen. He was the highest scoring British born Ace in the Battle of Britian
earning the DSO, DFC and Bar.

The unsung hero is so often the common man, and they deserve to never be forgotten.

UCH DEPENDS

™
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HONORING AMERICAN MILITARY AVIATION THROUGH FLIGHT, EXHIBITION AND REMEMBRANCE -

Spiders Webb 4
CAF = RMW Staff Meetlng, 07.1 1 .2026, very condensed version

Wing Leader’s Comments - Fred presented for Donelson Lawry: The team is researching the possibility of a new radio
next year for the TBM.

Finance - Fred presented for John Mummery

-- Highlights include:

-- June was a busy month for both expense and revenue. On the expense side we paid the finalinstallments on our
insurance for the year. We also paid upfront costs for our new website development.

-- The new website is up and running and connected into our financial system which will support our transition to rides as
a primary source of income.

-- While we are showing a net loss for the year so far, we have paid our significant fixed expenses and with several
upcoming events we are now in the revenue building mode.

Operations —Bob and Jim: Airshow Crew Planning
Open crew slots remain for Cheyenne and other upcoming shows. Members should check the calendar and sign up to
where they can help.
Offutt is fully crewed. Training materials will be brought for a new crew member to become familiar with RMW airshow
procedures and TBM operations

Maintenance Officer: Jim for Hyrum

Rally Point

Jim reviewed Rally Point, which tracks block time and engine time and credits pilots as Pilot in
Command. The aircraftis nearing its redline limit. It has two Hobbs meters: one in the bilge that
records engine time and one in the cockpit that records flight time when the gear is up during
takeoff and landing.

Old Business: Keep thinking about candidates for Airshow Coordinator, Operations, Development,

and Education RMW NEEDS YOU!

New Business:

Jim and Fred attended the general aviation meeting. The new runway is expected to be completed in fall
2029, with cement work scheduled for next year. The current runway will become the new taxiway, and
the old taxiway will be converted into a parking ramp.

Jordan Meiners placed 4 th in the Anaheim National Dance Competitionin Anaheim, Dﬂnt llet Your
California. She competes in the Senior Division as a freshman in High School.. m or!‘m

- —
No One Need Be Guilty Of This “Error”
Don’t let your troubled feet offend others
em! you. Unfortunately, foor
odor is difficult 1o detect on yourself. Yet
it is so easily avoided.

Col Tom Howe, former propwash editor, puts the finishing
touches on his Model T before the parade. Photo by Col Blaze Herman
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Do you seea
resemblance ?

July’s outreach goes to Amanda from Grand
Junction Operations. She was kind enough to
take Col Gaier and Col Korber all around GJT's

taxiways and runway searching for a small piece The RMW has a pretty special little bird.
that may have came off the TBM during the July Col Tim Dyer told me a few things last week
4th ride. This search was over an hour of her about the Link Trainer | didn’t know. Like where
time, which she graciously spent helping us during the extra miles of wire came from and what

a slow time of air traffic. Airport Operations is an they do. Tim’s been working on it a few years
unsung hero of all airports and ours do an now and the story is in the works!

amazing job. I'm happy to have established a Stay tuned!

connection between our Wing and Airport Ops,

and | hope to see them randomly dropping in our o .
hanger from time to time...more and more as time THANK YOU to everyone who participated in our 4th of July

goes on. Parade and Flyover! It was a huge success and we actually got
personally invited by the Veteran’s Parade Coordinator to
participate in the Nov 14th parade in Grand Junction as a
highlighted primary participant. The flyover schedule for the

(w]=] =
_ COMIDIGEINEE = Palisade Parade was: 10:00-10:20 Cub, and the Grand Junction

mhAnn"a' Parade was: 10:00-10:30. Spirit's three SE-1s, 10:30-10:45 Cub,
), f “ 10:45-10:55 TBM, 10:55-parade complete Cub. It was a huge
ance success as you can see from the picture how much visibility our

405 Hanga’ Cub got over the parades. The coordination between our two
sister ships and Spirit Engineering is also something | hope we
m can continue. Again, thank you to everyone who participated,

([ark_Gaft:(lt’s decorated, and supported our combined air and ground task
“ ,s %’9 (0 e forces that day. It was a great moral booster for our wing and a

good “seed planter” for future customers.

- Classic Planes &Carson Display

-Dance& Dress-Up Contest
- Food Truck it

@FOBEE@ 10, By

7pm to 1505”‘”“”0' i S N~ ; V= over the parade route.

y

Flight tracker of the
________ o... | July4paradeshowsa
SN == | well coordinated path

ColRandy Kemp who
- o 25 AN . piloted the TBM is still
rmw.executive@gmail.com f ‘ A = dizzy as of print time.

Mark the date B
Be there or be square Page 6
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GUAM, Monday, July 23 (UP) — American
and British Third Fleet carrier planes destroyed or
damaged 412 Japanese ships, including the battleship
Nagato, and 556 planes, in the recent 10-day air-sea
bombardment of Japan, Adm. Chester W. Nimitz
announced today.

The Nagato, a 32,720-ton battlewa
aged in the Philippines Sea battle last October, was hit in
Wednesday’s assault on the Yokosuka naval base south of
Tokyo by torpedo and dive bombers.

gon previously dam-

Nagato One of Japan’s Few Battleships

The'Nagato, completed in 1919 and one of Japan’s few
remaining battleships, had its Superstructure heavily dam-
aged, Nimitz announced in giving a final summary of the
bold forays in which U. S. warships ventured as close as
1000 yards of Japan to deliver crushing bombardments,

- _His daily war bulletin announced that in the final sweeps
against Japan by carrier planes of the British and American
fleets last Wednesday a total of 12 Japaanese ships were
sunk and nine damaged. That raised total Japanese ship-

ping sunk or damaged in the sweeps which started against
the Tokyo area July 10 to 412.

Fleet Units Still in Tokyo Area

A total of 43 Japanese planes were destroyed-aground
and 67 damaged for an over-all total of 556. The sweeps,
in which some 7000 carrier planes were in action five days
out of 10 and fleet units made four bombardments of Japan,

ended last Thursday morning with a shelling of Tokyo Bay
defenses, .

At the same time, Nimitz revealed that light fleet units

were still off Tokyyo, He said that they were steaming five

miles west of Nojima Cape, 50 miles south of Tokyo and

i'lv‘:xc::n :ﬂha.dbattered by light naval gunfire Thursday morn-
3 :

P moer:"::“nlered a four-ship Japanese convoy there

€ Wwarshipg

sank
SAINY ship, probably sani another medium eargo vessel, and

suffered ‘I“ €Scort vessel. None of the Americn': ships

a medium cargo ship and a small

Mmage,
Other light Third Fleet units, Nimilz announced, early

0 ners in area come with bu cans for
their supply. Water must be boiled before it can be used, however, b of sewage
which seeps in, —Rocky Mountain New: elephoto.

e [ L —-—

RMWCAF on the Web

www.rmwcaf.orewww.facebook.com/WarbirdRides.

(Continyed on Page 8)

Vintage article continued on
following page
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. weather Wednesday afternoon
strong anti-aircraft fire which di-|

412 .li Ships, 556 Planes
Blasted by Allled 3d Fleet

(Continned From Page 1)
this morning shelled the town of Omura on the island of

Chichi,

also without suffering damage.

Chichi is in the

‘Bonin Islands 165 miles north of _American-held Iwo and

725 miles south of Tokyo.

Listing the damage wrought in
Wednesday’s carrier attazks on
the Tokyo area, Nimitz said it was
“extensive.”

Some 1500 British and American
carrier planes raked a wide area
around Tokyo, {from Yokosuka
navy yard south of*,&he rubbled
capital to- Mito and Kiryu on the
northern edge of the city’s great
Kanto plain. 3
No JAPANESE jl’LANES

CHALLENGE THE RAIDERS

‘The attacking pilots ‘encoun-
tered no Japanese air opposition
and completed a series of attacks
which never were challenged by
the enemy. Of the total Japanese
planes destroyed or damaged, only
three were bagged in the air —|
scout planes out snooping for the

vast fleet which they never

reached. =

Nimitz said that the Amerxcans
attacking Yokosuka through he 4
e

minished as they continued the
attack.
He reported the tollowm;’ dam—

cable layer, three small cary
sels, seven motor torpedo
DAMAGED-. The battle

ORATIVE 4
\‘\\_“\ /3 %,

TASK FORCE
HOURS

Col’s Jim Korber. Trevor Burrell, Hyrum Webb and
the inconspicuous XO, Col Fred Suvel, tackled the
50 hour maintenance on the TBM. For the last two
weeks “309” has been getting inspected, checked
and tested. All systems are GO and the TBM will be
at the Rocky Mtn Metropolitan Airport in Broomfield
CO, this weekend 7/31-8/2

50

stretch of the coast north of Tokyo
inflicted heavy damage.

Tokyo. A copper refinery was
‘damaged and heavy damage was
caused to the Hitachi engineering
works and Hitachi arms factory.
American carrier planes in
Wednesday’s. Tokyo ‘sweep also
destroyed six locomotives, four
hangars, an ammunition dump, an

‘| 0il tank and a power plant trans- |
former and damaged railroad cars|’

and turntables in the Kiryu-Ku-
magaya area;
Mito, near thachx, derailed four
electnc cars at Kumagaya, and
damaged 12 hangars, many bar-
racks and. 'small industrial build-
ings and ships in scattered- areas
BATTLESHIP NAGATO s
CARRIED LARGE CREW

~ The Nagato is one of two battle-
sh.lps of the Nagato class with a
normal crew of 74 officers and
1258 men. The war complement
would be considerably larger. i

Nagato and her sister battleship
Mutu were extensively recon-
tructed between 1934 and 1936,
at they are modern,

torpedo attack, new machmery,

! planes, heavier deck armor and in-

“elevations.

nd-one-half-inch anti-

Hitachi is 75 miles north of .

railroad yards at|:

| so th: with ||
'bulges and triple bottoms against

FIRAE

Nagato ‘has a main battery ot |
’g{)ghtn 16-inch guns, with at least |
- v

A A

R

Col Webb inspects the hydraulic lines to the
bomb bay doors. Jim Korber, whose other hand
is in the picture, must have squeezed under the
seat to get his arm in the tiny inspection port.

DTS S I S

That’s Col Suvel blending in the back there
leading Task Force 50 hrs.
Task Force 50 USN follows on next page.




Task force 50 on its way to the Gilbert islands in Nov 1943 Heading towards the Marshallislands and Kwajalein, the

Carriers assigned to Task Force 50

USS Enterprise CV-6

USS Essex CV-9

USS Saratoga CVG-12

USS Yorktown CVG-5

USS Independence CVL-22
USS Belleau Wood CVL-24
USS Princeton CVG-23
USS Monterey CVG-30
USS Cowpens CVG-25

Battleships of Task Force 50

USS North Carolina BB- 55
USS Washington BB-56
USS South Dakota BB-57
USS Indiana BB-58

USS Massachusetts BB-59
USS Alabama BB-60 N

island where the propwash editor grew up

Task Force 50 was the main striking force of the US Navy from Jan 1944 until the
end of the war in the Pacific Theater. Consisting of four groups, each group ideally
would have four carriers, several battleships and supportvessels, CVE’s and a
handful of destroyers and cruisers for anti-aircraft and submarine defense. Each
Task Group was capable of carrying out raids and attacking Japanese forces in air,
on land or at sea. The fast-attack carrier groups spread the power of the US Navy
across the Pacific, playing key roles at Iwo Jima and Okinawa, establishing US
dominancein the Pacific and leadingto the defeat of Japan. During the Battle of
the Philippine Sea and the Marianna's campaigns, the ability of US Forces to
launch massive airstrikes was instrumental in the victories and showcased the
shiftin naval warfare to airpower. Task Force 50 demonstrated the effectiveness
of carrier based operations that continues today.

After the war | think every
single atomic bomb tested £
in the Pacific was on this
island before detonation.
That’s my excuse for any
propwash problems.

Kwajalein

TBM Avengers and SBD Dauntless dive bombers
form up before heading to Kwajalein in Feb 1944
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